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Dedication 


This is dedicated to the Jarvis families that came before us. 


This volume is about the lives of Ralph and Chleo Jarvis and their family. They were in their prime in 
the 1920s and 1930s. They got married, worked, and raised a family. 


The book is also about Nathan L. Jones, the visionary mentor to Ralph Jarvis. Jones provided Jarvis 
with opportunities, and Ralph Jarvis took advantage of them. 


This book is about the Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression. These two decades saw the best of 
times and the worst of times. 


Finally, this book is about the modernization of American life. It was the age of the automobile, radio, 
and telephone. Perhaps most important, it was the age of electricity, bringing light and electric 


appliances into the homes of ordinary people. 


As always, this book is dedicated to the Jarvis families that come after us. | hope this look at our past 
helps them appreciate their heritage. 


There’s a little bit of each of those ancestors in us. Let’s appreciate their message to us. 


“What you are, we were. What we are, you will be.” 
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He began the research of our family history. He began building our Ancestry tree that today records 
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matched his DNA results with that of Eric Jervis, which was the key to finding our ancestors in England. 


After | retired and devoted more time to genealogy, we often collaborated or reviewed each other's 
research. 


I’ve drawn on this trove of research in writing this book. Thank you, Joe. 
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Nathan Jones 


After returning from military duty in the summer of 1919, Ralph Jarvis went to work as a lineman for 
the Pawnee Power and Water Company. The company was building transmission lines to several small 
towns around Larned. 


\ 
\ 





Ralph Jarvis (center) with other linemen, c 1919 


The Pawnee Power and Water Company had been founded by Nathan 
Jones. 


The backstory of the company’s founding had begun three years earlier. 
It’s an interesting story. But even more fascinating is its future. 


Ralph Jarvis couldn’t have known it at the time, but his association with 
Pawnee Power and its visionary founder would impact his career for the 
next decade. 





NATHAN L. JONES 


Family Nibbles 


Let’s meet the founder of the Pawnee Power and Water Company, the charismatic and visionary 
Nathan Jones. He was to have a profound effect on the career and life of Ralph and Chleo Jarvis. 


Born in Seattle in 1892 


Nathan Leroy Jones was born July 25, 1892, in Seattle, Washington. His father was Arthur Jones, age 
26, an electrician born in Ohio. His mother was lona Housal, age 22, who was born around Atchison, in 
Doniphan County, Kansas. 
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Birth — Nathan (era one Seattle, Washington —July 25, 1892 


His family 


Arthur and lona Jones had three children — Nathan, born 1892, Clarence, born 1897, and Mabel, born 
1899. Mother lona died in 1901. 


The family moved from Seattle to Baca County, Colorado. Arthur married Carrie Rousseau in 1904 in 
Colorado, and a daughter Bernice was born in 1906. 





1910 Census — Arthur Jones family — Baca County, Colorado 
| > 














S 
Der nver eS ER S 
Pa LE Bee ponte States 3 
gee ' COLORA D O O =- : ) 
fot : a = = a 
: ; Colorado rae ar |S 
i w y Springs Baca County KANSAS) ; 
=. Colorado rahi 
im E ' y fi s 
l 
Piranga & 
in AA - SNe —— 





Stories of Our Jarvis Ancestors 1920-1938 


Arthur and Carrie Jones had moved to Milan, Kansas by 1915. Milan was a small town 15 miles west of 
Wellington and southwest of Wichita. 


Wellington 


Nathan got married 


Nathan married Orlena. We don’t have their marriage license, and don’t know Orlena’s surname or 
background. 


1915 Census 


The 1915 Kansas census shows Arthur and Carrie Jones and three children living in Milan. 
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Arthur Jones and Family — Milan, Kansas — 1915 
Nathan Jones and his wife Orlena were living next door with two children, Frank and Kathleen 
Barnhart, ages 6 and 2. We can assume that Orlena had these two children from a previous marriage. 


Nathan was age 22 and Orlena age 25. 
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Nathan Jones and Family — Milan, Kansas — 1915 
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An Electrician 


Some sources say Nathan had a short stint in college in Nebraska, or that he learned the electrician’s 
trade in Kansas City. I’m not sure either of those facts is true. 


Work on the Hatcher Hospital. 


We do know that his father was an electrician. And we Good: progress is being made by | 


know that Nathan was working as an electrician in Contractor Mitchell on the new Hatch- 
1915. He was wiring the new Hatcher Hospital in er hospital building on North Wash- | 
Wellington. ington, though the work is all of such | 

a substantial and permanent charac- | 
He was age 23. ter that construction seems to pro-| 


ceed but slowly. The floors on all | 
three stories are to be of concrete, to | 
be covered in the bedrooms with a pat- | 
ent sanitary composition, while the 
interior walls are like the exterior, | 
of hollow tile, fireproof and sound | 
proof. The electrical wiring, which | 
is being done by Nathan L. Jones, is 
also of an elaborate character, and 
will include several electric motors, 
for various services. The outside 
walls will be covered with a cement 
stucco, one of the first buildings in 
the city to be treated in this way on 
a large scale. 





Hatcher Hospital. Wellington, Kansas 

















- - The Monitor Press — August 4, 1915 
Hatcher Hospital, Wellington, Kansas 


A peek into the future 


Over the next two decades, Nathan Jones will become a millionaire, a utility tycoon, a philanthropist, a 
show-horse owner, and a political operative. He will also suffer a fall from grace. 


Ralph Jarvis begins working as a lineman for Nathan Jones. As Jones’ star rises over the ensuing years, 
Ralph Jarvis follows. 


The following stories are about the rise and fall of Nathan Jones and his protégé Ralph Jarvis. 
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Argonia Wants Electricity 


Argonia, Kansas wanted electricity. Argonia is a small town 20 miles west of Wellington. Its 1910 
population was 466 residents. 


C =j 


7 Wellingto 
Wellington 
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Argonia Milan 5 -u9 7 
Argonia Mayfield 











By 1910, many cities and large towns had electric light plants. But small towns like Argonia did not. This 
put Argonia and other small towns at great disadvantage. Residents and businesses wanted electric 
lighting. 

In 1910 less than 2 percent of the U.S. was electrified. 


Uncovered: 100 Years of Electricity History 


Electrification of Cities 


By 1900, most cities had suppliers of electricity and 
telephone. Mind you, that didn’t mean that all the city’s 
residents were online. 


In 1882 Thomas Edison’s Pearl Street power station 
started generating electricity in lower Manhattan. Its 





main purpose was to provide power for one of Edison’s 


* = 
ct 





most famous inventions: the lightbulb. That station Thomas Edison with his dynamo that generated the 


In 1882, Kawsmouth Electric Light Company brought 
electric illumination to the first 13 customers on the west side of Main Street in Kansas City. 


By 1892, Chicago had more than twenty private companies generating and selling electricity. 


Medium-size towns had choices 


The electrification of medium-size towns grew more slowly. Wichita had a privately-owned electrical 
plant by 1905. And we saw earlier that Larned citizens voted bonds for a municipal plant in 1914. 
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Citizens of Wellington, Kansas voted bonds to build a municipal electric plant in 1903. 


History: 

In 1903. the first Wellington municipal power plant was established on Slate 
Creek. lt was purportedly used to power the new electric streetlights in the 
downtown area. The power plant crew would go to the site in the evening, fire 
up the boiler and generator, and as the boiler warmed around 11:00 p.m. the 


lights would dim and go out. As local merchants began selling electric washing 
machines, the power plant started operating on Mondays, so the Wellington 
housewives could operate them. Soon, Tuesdays became “ironing day”, as 
local retailers started selling the new electric irons. Eventually, the plant was 
operated 24 hours a day, / days a week, year round. The power plant was later 
moved from its Slate Creek location to its current location. 





History of Wellington, Kansas power plant 


Small towns lagged behind 


Small towns didn’t have enough population to support the building of a municipal electric plant. Nor 
would the economics support a private company in providing electricity. 


But towns like Argonia, Kansas wanted electricity. The most viable way was to build a transmission line 


from a larger town that already had an electric plant. 


And—by the way-—when are 


——— 


we oing to have electric lizhts? 
; 





The Argonia Argosy — June 10, 1915 


Farms were in the dark 


Small towns might find a way to get a 
transmission line, but individual farms couldn’t 
justify a transmission line. A prosperous farmer 
might have a gasoline engine and generator, but 
most farms simply went without electricity. 





Stories of Our Jarvis Ancestors 1920-1938 


Argonia may get electricity from Conway Springs 


In May and June 1915, Argonia began talks with Mr. DeTar, owner of the Conway Springs Electric Light 
and Ice Company. 


DeTar would build a transmission line from ee eee 
Conway Springs, 15 miles away. In return, il 
Argonia voters would authorize a bond 
issue of $12,000 to finance DeTar’s line 
construction and give him a 20 year 


I 
I 
I 
l 
L 
I 
I 
I 


franchise. DeTar would pay back the bonds 
with interest over 20 years. Argonia ah Mayfield 


Wellington 








The election was scheduled for August 1. 


Nathan Jones has a proposal too 


Nathan Jones was known in the area as an electrician. He and his father’s family had lived in Milan, just 
a few miles from Argonia. So he was known as a local too. 


Jones realized the opportunity at hand and went all out to claim it. His plan was superior. 


e Jones would contract to buy electricity from Wellington at a discount. 

e Jones would provide electricity at the same rates as Conway Springs’ proposal, but at no up-front 
cost to Argonia. 

e Jones would try to get additional franchises along the route from the towns of Milan and 
Mayfield. 

e Jones would organize a company owned by local investors to finance the line construction. 


Conway Springs 
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Argonia contracts with Jones CALLS OFF ELECTION R 

Wellington Will in All Probability | 
Realizing that the bond issue for Conway Springs would fail, Furnish Juice for Argonia, Milan | 
Argonia called off the election. After a few more negotiations, Ane, yee | 
Argonia decided to contract with Nathan Jones. B Argonia-bas decided to-call off their | 


Jones also got agreements from the towns of Milan and 
Mayfield that they would adopt whatever agreement was 


reached with Argonia. 











NATHAN L. JONES AND ASSO- ` 
CIATES SECURED BIG COR- s 
PORATION CONTRACT i 
SATURDAY AFTER- |z 


NOON 


n FURNISH CURRENT 10 FARMS + 


‘Young Electrician is Forming Com- 
|! pany to Sell Wellington Electric . 
Power to Mayfield, Milan, Argonia, le 
Other Towns and Farms 
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| 
| What will mean hundreds of dollars 
of clear “velvet” revenue to the muni- | 
cipal power plant of this city and a: 
source of comfort and profit to hun- : 
dreds of farmers and the inhabitants | 
of the cities to the west of us is the 
tmain part of a deal consummated Sat- 
-urday afternoon. 
| Nathan L. Jones, a young electri- | 
cian formerly of Milan but recently of 
| this city, has had the sagacity to see | 
‘the possibility of a great future elec- |. 
‘tric business and has brought together | 
a group of associates with the object | 
‘of a corporation firm to buy elec tric | 
‘current from Wellington ata May- | 
‘field delivery point and retail it to its | 
‘own lines, supplying adjacent farms i 
land the cities of Mayfield, Milan and | 
i Argonia. f 


Cush a cantrast wac drawn and Sat ! 


"be h A ort i A 42 AM A. 


The Wellington Daily News — July 5, 1915 


‘election to vote bonds to the amount | 
lof $12,000 in order to meet the Con- 
way Springs lighting proposal, so it is | 
eld probable that Wellington will 
| spines current for several of the ' 
| 





I neighboring towns. | 

All Nathan Jones asks is a ten 
year franchise to use the streets and 
alleys of these towns to erect pole 
lines. The Wellington line will be 
tapped two miles west of Mayfield and 
a line will be run ten and a quarter 
‘miles to Argonia picking u p Milan on 
ithe way. Farmers will be supplied 
with current in any quantity. | 
| In event the franchise is obtained a | 
$10,000 company will be organized '« 
with Ed Stewart of Mayfield secretary il 
and treasurer and Nathan Jones, su- :1 
perintendent. Both Milan and May- '; 
field have agreed to adopt, whatever |] 
plan appeals to Argonia. 

Nathan Jones will be in ane? € 
this evening to confer with the may- 
or and council and will endeavor to:| t 
bring matters to a close. iI 





The Wellington Daily News — July 28, 1915 
Jones also announced that any farmer along the route of the high 


line could get electricity. 


Jones contracted with the City of Wellington to buy electricity at 
discount rates. 


This was a win-win, because Wellington could sell more of its 
generating capacity, thus reducing it unit cost of production. 


It wouldn’t cost Wellington any up-front cost. Jones would hook 
up to Wellington’s system near Mayfield. 


The negotiations were finished. The contracts were signed. Now 
Nathan Jones had to deliver. 
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Where were Ralph Jarvis and Chleo Webb? 


In summer 1915, Ralph Jarvis was living in Greensburg, Indiana with his 
mother and step-brothers. His older brother Elmer had gone to Illinois 
to work on a farm. His next-older brother Tom was a streetcar 
conductor in New York City. Ralph would soon leave home and travel 
to Kansas to find work. 


Ralph was age 21. 





ee a ai, = Ya A E 


Ralph Jarvis -c 1915 


Chleo Webb was living with her mother in the Rock House in 
Larned. By the end of 1915, her sisters had married, and her 
brother Jim was living away from home. 


Chleo was age 15. 





Anna and Chleo Webb —c 1915 


Timeline — 1915 





1915 Furopean nations are embroiled in World War | 


1915 First long distance telephone between New York and San Francisco 
1915 Rocky Mountain National Park is established | 

1915 The first stone is laid for the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C. 
1915 Babe Ruth hits his first career home run 

1915 The RMS Lusitania is sunk by a German U-boat, killing 1,198 people 
1915 The first stop sign appears in Detroit, Michigan | 

1915 Nathan Jones founds Western Sumner Light and Power Company 
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Western Sumner Light and Power 


With contracts signed in summer 1915 to deliver electricity to 
Argonia, Milan, and Mayfield, Nathan Jones set about organizing a 
company to finance and build the lines. 


Sell stock to finance the project 


Jones would sell stock to local investors to raise the $10,000 for 





construction of the high line. The investors were some of the 
prominent local business leaders and farmers. They would be the directors and officers. This gave more 
credibility to the organization and gained the trust of the local community. 


Jones would get some stock, and he would be the general manager of the company. 


The business model Light Co. Incorporates 


Nathan Jones didn’t invent this business model. But he The Western Sumner Light 
was in the right place at the right time. Similar and Power Co. met Monday and 
organizations in the utility industry were being formed all || incorporated their company, al- 
over the country. This was the first of many companies though they have yet to go 


| 


that Jones would organize using the same concepts. through the formality of getting 


their charter from the State of 


Kansas. The company is com- 
posed of W. Ed Stewart of May- 
field, secretary and treasurer; ” 
Nathan L. Jones of Wellington, 
superintendent; E. T. Stewart of 
Milan; F. M. Sumpter of Argon- 
ia; and W. D. Wornom of May- 
fie'd. These men will be the 
principal stockholders, the first 
‘five forming the board of direct- 
ors. The remainder of the stock 
wili be sold to farmers in the 
| surrounding country. The com- 


-pany’s headquarters wiil be at 
Milan — Wallinetan Nawe 
The Milan News — September 16, 1915 


——_$——_— 
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The company name, Western Sumner Light and Power Company, was indicative of the location of the 
three towns and service area of the company in western Sumner County. Jones applied and gota 
charter from the State of Kansas for the utility company. 


Argonia rou 
Milan vere Wellington 


Western Sumner Light and Power — service towns 


Government regulation of electric utility companies 


Municipal regulation 


From the beginning years of electrification, most regulation was at the municipal level. 


If the municipality owned its electric plant, it determined the rates, and it had the power to build poles 


and lines in city easements. 


If a private company provided electricity, it negotiated a franchise with the municipality. The franchise 
agreement dictated rates and gave the utility the right to build on city easements. 


That’s why Nathan Jones had to get a franchise contract with each town. He secured franchises from 


Argonia, Milan, and Mayfield. 


State regulation 


Charter Granted 
Nathan Jones received word today 
from Secretary of State J. T. Botkin, 
notifying him that a charter had 


In the mid-1910s, states also began 
to regulate utilities. State regulation 
required standard accounting 


practices, and the right to audit the 
been granted to the Western Sumner 


Light and Power Co. 
That’s why Nathan Jones had to | Mr. Jones left for Kansas City this 
apply to the state of Kansas to get a /evening to investigate a steel pole 
h . j +t] 
cabs! proposition. 


utility company’s books. 





The Wellington Daily News — September 18, 1915 
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Benefit of regulation 


A regulated electric utility company seemed safe and secure to investors, making it easier for the 
company to sell stock shares and bonds. In practice, financial investments weren't regulated by either 
municipal or state regulations. 


Jones delivered 


It was September 1915. Nathan Jones had organized his first company. He was age 23. 
















Argonia got electricity, and l hoe | Sig? a : 
8 8 y, gui eee ee, cneannene AA GAOIOAAAOOOORILNIAN ee Ul] è n The APOE Sumo Electric å nd | { 
| p Pow any festoonyl Main street 
good service. On May 2, the Cele ate Wid |S. à igien "a aem io 
j ving it almo e appearan 
current was turned on. The city = O O A a le 
Next Tuesday the current will be ridi on and Ar- ; idiot up and aip hed electrical 
was lighted. It celebrated the gonia will joia the Electric Lighted Cities. The Business *  digplays, tat st Worn to Son | 
Men have planned a Wig celebration, and we.want to give e e A tg BS cm ee a. Dise. 4 
NEW service. i you, a special invitation. Visit our office that day, there « ~- was a demonstration of electricity for |; 
all kinds of cooking, sewing, ironing, |: 
will be souvenirs for all. pid : 
F rgonia is highly pleased with her |: 
Electricity was also delivered to / The Western Sumner Light and Power Company < cau dage of chenirle daroia akng bat- Ti 
a N. L. Jones, Supt. È ter way could have been found "I 
Milan and Mayfield, the two rr = celebrate it. 
The Argonia Argosy - April 27, 1916 y « : The Argonia Argosy - May 4, 1916 


towns along the high line route. 
And farmers on the route signed up for electricity. 





-sad 


How ‘bout electric appliances? 


Soc 9 os 
Y Jones soon opened a retail store selling 











Western Electric 


Can you imagine in the era before air ig See py psa PIN 


the Western Electric portable Ganch fan which can 
“ae ried fresh voom to, soem. The he l2inch fan costs 


That day is here. The WESTERN ELEC- 
TRIC Sewing Machine has a hustling little 
motor that does the hard work. You merely 
have to guide the sewing. Can you imagine 


The End of Treadle 
Pushing electric appliances. Now that a resident 
ee | had electricity, how about an electric fan, 
Did you ever have rosy visions of the day ~ 
when your sewing machine would practical- 7 s ; t. Si aias ai cotat 
ly peip aah and give your fect and back a or an iron, or an electric washing 4 . Tere ate ‘etl oe sa bonas pas 
rest? | machine? oe swith of a 


anything easier? conditioning what a delight the electric ethan br meie a 
electric light fixture without removing the lamp 
ie puas fan must have been? __ Se? when you're downen and pak ot the tpe 


The entire machine--erclosed in its fattrac- 
tive golden oak carrying case---weighs less 
than a suit case packed for a week-end trip. 





WORNOM & JONES 


One of the investors, Dale Wornam, would The Argonia Argosy — June 8, 


o 
o 
AND---The cost of operation is but 2e for | 


operate the store and look after the 1916 


maintenance of the lines. 


The Argonia Argosy — 
December 14, 1916 


The Idle House, a movie theater in Argonia, advertised that they had four large-size electric fans. 
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How ‘bout guaranteed investments? 


In addition to the electric utility, and electric appliances, Jones began to advertise investment products. 
They were “non-speculative” and could earn 6% or 8%. 





| 
See Nathan Jones, Arlington hotel | 
about 6 per cent non-speculative se- | 
curities and real estate certificates 
earning 8 per cent single payment on 
; installments. 16 | 


The Wellington Daily News — May 10, 1917 


— «e + ee eree qme ee Se ee Oo eed 


Were these investments too good to be true? Utility companies weren’t regulated. They could do as 
they pleased. For many years, investors poured money into these investments, and were rewarded 
with high dividend payments. 


The business model 


Nathan Jones had organized a company that built transmission and distribution lines to three small 
towns. The funding was provided by prominent local people buying stock in the company. Jones 
received stock and was general manager. 


Jones also formed a company to sell retail electric appliances. 
And Jones sold investments, shares of utilities that promised a high dividend. 


This was a business model he would repeat. He was in the right place at the right time, and he took 
every advantage. 


Jones delivered on his promises in all three of these areas. Customers received good service. There was 
demand for electric appliances. And investors received dividend payments on a regular basis. 
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Where were Ralph Jarvis and Chleo Webb? 


In spring 1916, Ralph Jarvis had arrived in Larned. Larned had voted bonds for a municipal electric plant 
in 1914, and the plant was coming online in spring 1916. Ralph worked as a lineman and learned the 
trade, stringing lines and poles through Larned alleys and streets, and wiring houses. 


That’s where and when he met Chleo Webb. Ralph was age 22, Chleo was age 16. 








1916 Ralph H Jarvis (1G) has relapse of mumps, living at YMCA in Salina Kansas 
1916 Mexican Revolution begins. Pancho Villa attacks Columbus, New Mexico 


| 1916 Jeannette Rankin of Montana Is 1st woman elected US Congress 


1916 William Boeing incorporates Pacific Aero Products (later named Boeing) 
| 1916 Norman Rockwell's first cover for The Saturday Evening Post 
| 1916 Mary, a circus elephant, is hanged in Erwin, Tennessee for killing her handler 
| 1916 President Woodrow Wilson re-elected by a narrow margin 
| 1916 President Wilson signs legislation creating the National Park Service 
| 1916 Nathan lones founds Tri-County Light & Power Company in Kansas 
| 1916 U.S. rejects a German offer of £10,000 per American lost on RMS Lusitania 
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More Towns Want Electricity 


Argonia, Milan, and Mayfield, Kansas lit up their electric lights 
in May 1916. 


Now, in September 1916, Conway Springs and Milton and 
Norwich want Nathan Jones to provide electricity to their 
towns. 
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| OTHERS WANT CURRENT 


Towns of Conway Springs, Milton and 
Norwich Will Probably Be Far- 





; The board of commissioners of Nor- 
: wich, Kansas, met with the local board 
‘and Nathan Jones, superintendent of 
jthe Western Sumner Light and Power 
| Co., Tuesday to discuss the advisabil- 
jity of having current furnished them 
'by Mr. Jones’ company which uses 
current from the municipal plant. 
Conway Springs, and Milton are al- 
so desirious of having current fur- 
nished them and have discussed the 


‘pesos: with Mr. Jones. 


The Wellington Daily News - September 
19,1916 


Jones obtained a franchise from each of these towns, and organized a new company, The Tri-County 
Light and Power Company. It had local investors who bought stock to finance the transmission lines. 


Jones got stock and was the general manager. 


2 i 1 


Milton 


Conway, Springs 


e 
> 


D 
sa 


[= 0P m am e ee 


Argonia 


= 
Milan Mayfield 


15 


gi 


a-g 


ao 
an — {160} 
= a a = m 
= ee ee ee itor 
Mayfield 


Wellington 


Family Nibbles 


By May 1917 the lines were completed, and electricity was turned on. The residents were delighted. 


F THE MILTON CRESCENT 
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‘Turning Night Into Day--Electric Current fs Here 
24 Hour Service Is Now On And Milton Becomes a Metropolitan City 


i Last Friday afternoon at 3:50| Hurst-Rurford | _ a mn gre yaam PRZsye5-( E525 25 
The Milton Crescent — May 31, 1917 














Viola wants electricity 


A month later, Viola, Kansas gave Jones a franchise to provide electricity 


N. L. Jones received Wednes- 


day night a franchise from Viola 
for an electric light line. 





The Argonia Argosy — October 15, 1916 





_ Nathan L. Jones, who organized the 
Capron, Oklahoma wants electricity | Western Sumner Light & Power com- 
pany, which buys electric current from 

the Wellington plant to 
In August 1917, Nathan Jones established his third towns of Marfil. Milan ee 
company, O.K. Light and Power Company to supply and also the Tri-County Light & Pow- 
electricity to Capron, Oklahoma and Hardtner, Kansas. This | ©? Company, which does a similar ser- 
ivice for Milton, Norwich and Viola, 
has branched out again, this time in 
electric plant. Oklahoma, and is selling stock in the 
O. K, Light & Power company, which 
Once again, local investors own the company, and Nathan |'will supply Hardtner, Kansas, and 
Jones gets stock. Nathan Jones was age 25. Capron, Oklahoma, with electricity 
furnished by the city of Kiowa. The 
two companies already established by 
Mr. Jones have been self-sustaining 
from the start and their stockholders 
are said to be well satisfied with their 
investment. i 


company would buy electricity from the Kiowa, Kansas 


The Monitor Press — August 8, 1917 
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Where were Ralph Jarvis and Chleo Webb? 


In August 1917, Ralph Jarvis and others from 















Larned were in Fort Sill, Oklahoma. They had 
enlisted in spring 1917 and were training for 
deployment to France. Ralph was age 23. 


» AN A 


NAN 


Chleo Webb was a student at Larned High 
School. She was living at home. She was age 
17. 





Timeline - 1917 





1917 Ralph Jarvis on National Guard roster in Larned, Kansas 





1917 US declares war on Germany and Austria-Hungary to enter WWI 
1917 Selective Service Act passes, giving the President the power of the draft 





1917 US purchases U.S. Virgin Islands from Denmark 

1917 Dallas Love Field opens as an airfield in Texas 

1917 First Pulitzer Prizes awarded 

1917 US passes Immigration Act of 1917, bans all Asians 

1917 Nathan Jones founds O.K. Light & Power Company in Oklahoma 
1917 The lones Act grants Puerto Ricans United States citizenship 
1917 First airmail service begins between New York and Washington 


L L: S L LZ ES 


1917 Garfield, Kansas contracts with Nathan Jones to provide electricity 
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Electricity for Garfield, and a Vision 


In September 1917, Garfield, Kansas engaged Nathan Jones to provide electricity. Electricity would be 


purchased from the electric plant at Kinsley, about 15 miles away. 








Garfield People Sign for Current 


Nathan L. Jones, the electric light 
man, was here last night to meet with 
our citizens and discuss further the 
proposition of building a transmission 
se PARE ME Se pat ew eas Hs Hs Other small towns nearby also indicated interest. 
a 24-hour service of light and power. 
Further details of the organization of 
a stock company were gone over and Nathan Jones and his companies were now supplying 

| Gnally«the» signatures of those who} a jactricity to 19 towns. 

would use the current was asked for. 
There were twenty-six who signed up 
and this number was increased today 
to thirty-five names. Fifty names Opportunity. 
are asked as a start towards the suc- 
cess of the undertaking. 

Mr. Jones was so well pleased with 
the support given that he will go be- 
fore the utilities commission and the 
state charter board and ask for a 
charter. Mr. Jones’ specialty is the 
building of transmission lines and giv- |- 
ing service to the smaller towns, and 
he is a sucess at this, as his record 


Jones implemented his “standard” business model. 


But this time Nathan Jones saw an additional 


proves. He is business from the word 
go and with it a genial, jolly, good 
fellow.—Garfield Booster. 





Larned Chronoscope — September 13, 1917 
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Irrigation 


As he worked around Garfield and surrounding small towns, Jones learned about the irrigation of crops 
from the shallow aquifers underlying the Pawnee and Arkansas River valleys. 


A few farmers had drilled irrigation wells and powered each pump with a gasoline engine. This was 
expensive, and the engines required tending. Farther west, around Garden City, some were powering 
the pumps with electricity, but the aquifers were much deeper. 


Jones Develops A Vision 


Nathan Jones began to develop a vision to irrigate the Pawnee 
and Arkansas River valleys with electricity. 


Because the water was close to the surface, irrigation with 
electric pumps would be more affordable. If the deep wells 
around Garden City were economically viable, shallow wells 
would be more economical. He would be able to make a 
financial case that farmers would profit by using electricity. 


Any farmer along his existing transmission lines could easily 
connect. If a Jones transmission line ran between small towns, 
there was no investment cost in connecting farms along the 





route. 


Irrigation could be done during the day when surplus electricity was available. The electric plants 
operated 24 hours a day. But electricity couldn’t be stored. Electricity was wasted if not consumed as it 
was generated. In 1918, most electricity usage was for electric lights after dark. Jones could contract to 
buy cheap discounted electricity during the day for irrigation pumps. 


Take Action 


Jones began studying the situation, talking and questioning and promoting at every opportunity. He 
became convinced of the viability of his vision, and he acted. 


By early 1918, Jones left Wellington and moved to Larned. Larned was situated at the confluence of the 
two rivers and was the largest town in the area. Larned also had an electric plant that could supply 
Jones’ needs. 


On March 21, 1918, Jones filed divorce papers against his wife Orlena. 
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On May 8, 1918, Jones signed a contract with the 
City of Larned to buy surplus electricity. It’s a win- POWER FOR IRRIGATION 


win, because Larned would be able to sell electricity | Trannteiesl Tiie te Ca T 
that would have gone unused. And Jones had a | rr) 
rent Up Pawnee Valley. 


At the meeting of. the city council 
on Wednesday night, May 8th, a con- 
tract was granted to Nathan L. Jones, 
allowing him the privilege of pur- 
chasing the surplus energy from the 
municipal electric light plant at a 


source of electricity to promote his vision. 


HEADQUARTERS HERE 


Nathan L. Jones, Electric Light Man, 
Has Established Office in Larned 








Nathan L. Jones, the man who put 
in the electric light system in Gar- 
field and eighteen other Kansas towns 
has established his headquarters in 
Larned, and is occupying a suite of 


price based on the cost of ‘electric 
service plus a profit. On this con- 
tract the price to be raised or lowered 
as the eity’s cost is increased or low- 





rooms in the Edwards building ove: i 

the postoffice. He will conduct p ered. 

his office business from Larned in the 

future. J. Avon Hoefer, an irriga May 9, 1918 — Larned Chronoscope 
tion engineer, who has done work o0) 
he Pacific coast for a number of 
vears, is associated with him in the} opn May 30, 1918, Jones opened an office on the second 
iffice here. Mr. Jones in addition to 

his electrical engineering business | floor of the Edwards Building in Larned. He was somehow 
and the establishment of electrical 
connections in small towns over Kan- 
sas, will conduet irrigation work in 
connection with the other projects hi 
is promoting in this vicinity. 


going to see his vision realized. 





May 30, 1918 — The Tiller and Toiler 


Where were Ralph Jarvis and Chleo Webb? 


On May 9, 1918, soldiers of the 137th Infantry disembarked A 
the USS Baltic and set foot on French soil at Le Havre. Ralph i 
Jarvis of Company F was “Over There” in World War I. 


Chleo Webb was a 
student at Larned 
High School. She 
worked at the a Cs Gn | 
Ideal Steam Laundry. Chleo had met Ralph Jarvis and begun 
a romance. They corresponded during Ralph’s time in 





military service. Chleo was age 18. 
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Nibbles Extra Credit - 1918 Flu Pandemic 


In 1918, a new influenza virus emerged. During this =} 
same time period World War I was taking place. f 
The conditions of World War I (overcrowding and 
global troop movement) helped the 1918 flu 
spread. The vulnerability of healthy young adults 
and the lack of vaccines and treatments created a 
major public health crisis, causing at least 50 
million deaths worldwide, including approximately 
675,000 in the United States. 





CDC — Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 


An emergency hospital in Brookline, Massachusetts, during the 
1918 influenza pandemic. 


Americans donned masks, schools and public gathering places temporarily shut down, and one-third of 


the globe fell ill. Sound familiar in 2021? 


Doctors, with a flawed understanding of the 
virus’ cause, had few treatments to offer. Life March 1918 





insurance claims rose sevenfold, and American i Aii. 
life expectancy decreased by 12 years. py eS ie] 


Medical workers had no means of protection 


other than masks. 


o Outbreaks of flu-like illness are first detected in the 
United States. 


o More than 100 soldiers at Camp Funston in Fort Riley, 
Kansas become ill with flu. Within a week the number of 
flu cases quintuples. 


o Sporadic flu activity spreads unevenly through the 
United States, Europe, and possibly Asia over the next 
six months. 





1918 Flu Origins — CDC — Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 
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One 20-year-old nurse tended to patients during the pandemic. She was Emily Maninger, from Harper, 
Kansas. She’s our grandparent Emily Maninger Cheney. 





Emily Maninger — Wichita Hospital — 1920 


Whatever its cause, the flu epidemic killed more people than the war itself. 


Timeline — 1918 





1918 Ralph Jarvis, Jim Webb, and others serve with 137th Infantry in France 
1918 Soldier at Camp Funston, Kansas sick with first confirmed case of Spanish flu 
1918 Worldwide influenza epidemic strikes. By 1920, 20 million die, 500,000 in US 
1918 Codell, Kansas hit on the same date for third year in a row by a tornado 

1918 Daylight saving time is first adopted 

1918 Battle of Saint-Mihiel fought in France, Ben Teply is wounded 

1918 Nathan Jones founds Pawnee Power and Water Company 

1918 Armistice is signed ending WWI 

1918 Ripley's Believe It or Not! first appears 
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Pawnee Power and Water Company 


During the fall and winter of 1918, Nathan Jones 
tirelessly promoted his vision of providing electricity 
to small towns in the Pawnee and Arkansas valleys 
and connecting farms for irrigation by electric pump. 
He held dinners for local farmers where he promoted 
his plan. 





He invited J.H. Mohler, the Kansas Agriculture Secretary, for 


tours and speeches. Mohler gave his hearty endorsement. IRRIGATION > | 
Jones funded an engineering report by W.B. Rollins, an engineer IN THE \ THE VALLEY 


from Kansas City. The report concluded that the project was 
PROJECT RECEIVED ENDORSE.) 


economically viable, and that Jones’ calculations and estimates MENT OF SECRETARY MOHLER | 
were valid. ——— 
After Going Through the Valley Mr 

Mohler Stated He Believed It to 


Be Best Irrigation Proposi- 


tion in Kansas 


$150,000 CHARTER HERE | 
The Pawnee Power & Water Com- 


pany Incorporated at Topeka | 

A charter for the Pawnee Power | 4 
& Water company has been obtained) Secretary J. C. Mohler, of the Kan- | 
from the state charter board by Na-. sas State Board of Agriculture, was in. 
than L. Jones. The Company has Larned Monday, and was driven 
also been approved by the blue sky | through the Pawnee valley to Burdett 
board, and is now awaiting action | for the purpose of inspecting it and 


by the capital issues committee be- giving his opinion as to its possibilities 
fore stock is offered for sale. if electrified and irrigated. | 
The company is incorporated for ee 
$150,000, and its purpose is des-| The Tiller and Toiler — August 22, 1918 
cribed to be to furnish light and pow- 
er to Lewis, Belpre, Kinsley, Gar-. 
field, Rozel, Burdett and Pawnee) 
Rock, a twenty-four hour service,| In December 1918, Jones got a charter from the state of 
and to supply power for pumping. 
the supply of shallow water for ir-| Kansas to organize the Pawnee Power and Water Company. 
rigation purposes in the shallow wat- 
er districts of Pawnee, Hodgeman | 
and Edwards counties. a 


| 
The Tiller and Toiler — December 12, 1918 





Like his earlier companies, Pawnee Power and Water Company would raise money by selling stock to 
local investors, many of whom were the farmers that would benefit by being a consumer of the 
electricity. Jones would get stock and be the general manager of the company. 
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The Pawnee Power and Water Company officially began business in April 1919. On April 17, 1919, the 
Pawnee Power and Water Company held its organizational meeting. 


It elected directors and officers, all of whom were local 





Pawnee Power Co. Organize 

The Pawnee Power and Water Co. n 
held its organization meeting at the organizer and visionary. 
new court house Monday afternoon, 
and elected a full set of officers. The object of the company is “to furnish and supply electric 
a ae a eur ick sabe rani light and power to the cities of Rozel, Burdett, Garfield, 

W. H. Vernon Jr., secrctary; W. L. Belpre, Lewis, Kinsley, and Pawnee Rock, in the state of 
Earl, treasurer; Nathan L. Jones, 
general manager. 

The board of directors was elected adjacent thereto, for domestic and commercial purposes. To 
as follows, A. H. Lupfer of Larned, 
R. W. Cone of Rozel, J. G. Bridwell of 
Belpre, F. L. Slaughter of Kinsley, Arkansas valleys and other shallow water districts in the 


investors. The general manager was Nathan L. Jones, the 


Kansas, and other cities and consumers in the territory 


furnish electrical power for plants in the Pawnee and 


N. N. Converse of Pawnee Rock, W. counties of Barton, Pawnee and Edwards, in the state of 
L. Earl of Larned; W. H. Vernon Jr. of P 
Larned, G. F. Māther of Burdett, Na- Kansas. 





than L. Jones of Larned. 
| An enthusiastic meeting was held, 


Dundee 


(s6) 


Pawnee Roc 







ock 








Gray 


and plans were-made for pushing the Pawnee 
.| work of the company right along. The Burdett Rozel P 
- . . Burdett Rozel Lar d 
| transmission line up the Pawnee-val- ie 


'| ley will be built as soon as possible, 
| Generał Manager Jones states. R. W. 
| Cone, W. H. Vernon Jr., W. L. Earl 
'and Mr. Jones were apponited a com- 
'| mittee to purchase material. 


Larned Chronoscope — April 17, 1919 





Where were Ralph Jarvis and Chleo Webb? 


On April 20, 1919, Ralph Jarvis and 4,770 other men celebrated Easter aboard the troop ship USS 
Manchuria. They were a week out from Brest, France, heading for Hoboken, New Jersey and then 
home. World War I was over. They were anxious to get home and resume their lives. 





Troops aboard USS Manchuria — 1919 USS Manchuria - 1919 
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Chleo was graduating from 
Larned High School. She and 
Ralph had been writing, and 
she was anxious for him to 
be back home. She was age 
19. 





May 6, 1919 Cumbertana 


| | r If you come to Topeka I will be on the 
Ta | | right side of second platoon. 
tà Dear Chleo, 
Will parade in Topeka soon and will be home 
before long. Am on the way now. 
Blackie 


Nibbles Extra Credit — The end of war 


The war was over. Europe celebrated. America celebrated. 


The technology of war had far surpassed the commanders’ strategy of battle, and horrific deaths 
ensued. Hundreds of thousands had been killed, often in a futile charge from a trench. Many more died 
of disease and infection. 


So in November 1918, the world celebrated. New York had a tickertape parade. For that day, there was 
everything to celebrate. 





Armistice — November 1918 


Postwar recession 


At first, the end of wartime production caused a brief but deep recession, the post-World War | 
recession of 1919-20. 
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The war ended on November 11, 1918, and America’s economic boom quickly faded. Factories began 
to ramp down production lines in the summer of 1918, leading to job losses and fewer opportunities 
for returning soldiers 


Troops returning from the war created a surge in the civilian labor force, causing more unemployment 
and wage stagnation. 


American farmers had been selling grain to Europe, as European farms had been ruined by war. As 
those farms resumed more normal times, American exports dropped dramatically. 


Topping it all was something we’ve experienced 100 year later, a devastating pandemic. The 1918 flu 
killed 50 million people worldwide. Like today, many businesses had to shut down, and didn’t survive. 





= -—— = a2 |, 


1919-1920 Recession 


Timeline — 1919 





1919 The Treaty of Versailles is signed, ending World War | 
| 1919 Treaty of Versailles fails ratification in US Senate, will never be ratified by US 




















1919 Ralph Jarvis is a lineman for Pawnee Power and Water Company 

1919 Ex-President Theodore Roosevelt dies at age 60 

1919 Congress establishes the Grand Canyon as a United States National Park 

| 1919 Ralph Jarvis and Chleo Webb (1G) marry on December 16 in Larned Kansas 
| 1919 18th Amendment prohibits liquor, repealed by 21st Amendment in 1933 
1919 Felix the Cat appears in Feline Follies, making him the first cartoon character 








| 1919 President Wilson has massive stroke, Edith Wilson takes over in silent coup 
1919 Babe Ruth is sold by Boston Red Sox to New York Yankees for $125,000 
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A Job As Lineman 





After returning from military duty in the summer of 1919, Ralph 
Jarvis went to work as a lineman for the Pawnee Power and Water 


Company. 








Line crew — Pawnee Power and Water Company — c 1920 Ralph Jarvis — lineman — c 1920 


Ralph had worked as a lineman in Larned during 1916 when the city had built its own electric plant. 
Then, during Ralph’s military service he was responsible for communications and wiring. So he was 
well-qualified for a job as lineman. 


Ralph must have had some leadership and problem-solving talents, 
for he soon rose to foreman. He was responsible for several of the 
line crews. He was constantly traveling to the jobs. 


Over the ensuing months of 1919, Ralph Jarvis and the construction 
crews built transmission lines to the small towns around Larned, and 
then built distribution lines 
up and down the streets and 










alleys of the towns. 


Farmers along the power line 





; E: 
routes could also be supplied =~ 


electricity for lighting and powering motors, especially to 
power irrigation pumps. 
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In September 1920, the company employees and fleet were photographed at the Great Bend 
fairgrounds. The placards on the trucks boasted of power lines in seven counties, and property over a 
million dollars. 


pH oP ee 


ac a 


‘ eds ors 





Pawnee Power and Water Company — B and fleet — Great Bend, Kansas — September 1920 


Ralph was superintendent of construction for the company. That’s Ralph Jarvis in the photo above. 
His No. 10 auto must be his superintendent's vehicle. 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties - Prohibition 


On October 28, 1919, the Volstead Act implemented the Eighteenth Amendment, which banned the 
commercial manufacture, sale, and transport of alcoholic beverages. The act went into effect in 
January 1920. What a way to kick off the Roaring Twenties. 


piel 
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Loopholes 


Note that the law didn’t ban the consumption or purchase of alcohol, just the manufacture and sale. 


It was legal to consume beer or liquor purchased a 
O GINAL C—O Sri y rs Cs OK UA 
LIQUOR PRESCRIPTION STUB ; i E = =| PRES RE SSCHIPTIO UN FORM FOR MEDICINAL LIQUOR); 


before Prohibition kicked in. Working class people | 
were enraged that those on the highest rungs of RTT AT 
society could dip into these private reserves while a 


they had none. a 





There were loopholes for religious purposes and 2 See 


Bid tt oN OG i) we Oi Lisiee: eu Ct es 


prescriptions from doctors, dentists, veterinarians, ole 





=y Re ey Au. ECD EREEEE ERG AG) | 


and pharmacists. 
Liquor Prescription Form 


Charles Walgreen’s drugstores took advantage of the prescription loophole and grew into a national 
chain (whiskey was their preferred remedy). 


Male heads-of-household could obtain permits to 
make 200 gallons of wine per year for personal 
consumption. 


Napa Valley wineries made dried grape bricks, 
which would convert to not-so-good wine if soaked 
in water a few weeks. 





California Grape Brick — 1920s 
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Speakeasies 


Speakeasies were illegal bars selling beer and liquor, and 
often paying off local police and government officials. 
Prohibition doubled the number of New York City’s bars to 
30,000. 


Speakeasies and the underground liquor economy were 
often taken over by gangsters like Al Capone. 


Millions of otherwise law-abiding citizens drank the 
prohibited liquor, prompting the growth of organized 





crime. 


Speakeasy Club — 1920s 


Cruises 


With alcohol legal three miles offshore, 
“booze cruises” proliferated, the earliest 
cruise vacations. 





Enforcement 


Enforcement of prohibition was difficult — there were too few enforcement agents. But there were 
public raids, where agents would confiscate and destroy any liquor they found. 





Pad ~ > 
T. tse: L aee a, tee 


~ gee eS = - A 


Destroying illegal alcohol Wine barrels in New York City 
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Smuggling 


In Canada, prohibition ended much earlier than in the U.S., which led to Montreal becoming a tourist 


destination for legal alcohol. By the end of US Prohibition, per capita liquor sales in Canada had gone 


from 9 to 102 gallons per year. 


Legal alcohol from Canada, Cuba, Bahamas, and elsewhere was smuggled into the U.S. 


It feels like forever 


Prohibition would continue throughout the Roaring Twenties, finally ending in 1933. 


The repeal of Prohibition is the only time that a part of the US Constitution was erased. 


Timeline — 1920 





i gp eg ae 


19th Amendment ratified, grants women the right to vote 


Anna Burton Jarvis Mounts (2G) married Samuel Stafford in Marion Indiana 


The National Football League NFL is founded 


The U.S. Post Office rules that children may not be sent via parcel post 
First radio broadcasts by KDKA Pittsburgh and WW Detroit i 

First domestic radio sets come to stores — Westinghouse radio costs $10 
Senator Warren G. Harding defeats James M. Cox in presidential election 
First presidential election in which women have the right to vote 

Census counts more than 100 million people in US for the first time 








Ralph Jarvis is construction superintendent for Pawnee Power and Water 
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Electrical Development and Supply 


While Ralph and the linemen crews were building transmission lines, Nathan Jones opened the 


Electrical Development and Supply Company store in Larned. It sold all manner of electrical appliances, 


from irons to ranges to fans. 





Jones had started an appliance store in his first venture in 
Sumner County, and it was a big success. He repeated his 
business model in Larned. 


Electric appliances for the household were one of the biggest 
new market segments in the 1920s. 


Electric consumer appliances proliferate 1920 


Nathan L. Jones and Joe Vernon 
went to-Kansas City Saturday night 
to purchase electrical supplies for the 
new Electrical Development & Sup- 
ply Co., which recently opened its 
store in Larned. 





Larned Chronoscope — December 25, 1919 
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Electric Apalance Store — 1920s 











Make Useful | 


Christmas 
Presents 


1 Gi fts. 





It means that Christmas is going to be with 
them -every day in the year, for Electrical 
Gifts are practical Gifts, and can and will be 


used every day. 


Stop in any time and see - 


the wonderful vomplete display of Christ-.- 
mas Suggestions we have ready for you. 
era dae O B Y ooe e a ee ee E A D E 


Latest design table lamps. 
Electric chafing dishes. 
Electric disc stoves. 
Electric heaters. 

Electric curling irons. 
Electric table stoves. 

3 pound electric irons. 


6 pound electric irons. fì," 


7 cup electric percolators. 
7 cup electric coffee urns. 
5 cup electric percolators. 





| 


+ 5 cup electric coffee urns. 


Electric hot plates. 
Electric heating pads. 
Electric toasters. 
Electric grills. 


. Vacuum cleaners. 


Electric sewing machines. 
Electric hair dryers. 
Electric automobile heaters. 
Electric Xmas tree light sets 
Electric toys. 


If you do not see what you want listed _ 
above, we will gladly order any- 
thing special for you. 








The ‘Electrical Development 


and Supply Company 


Edwards Building, Next Door to Postoffice 


Estimates on Wiring by Nathan L. Jones, Consulting Engineer. 


Larned Chronoscope — December 18, 1919 
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In Handling the 


American Beauty’ 
You Handle 


THE BEST IRON MADE 


The following points are convincing reasons 


for its ready sale: 


—it has a cutaway nose 

—it has an extra large iron- 
ing surface 

—it is perfectly balanced, does 
not tire the arm or wrist 

—it has a comfortable, always 
cool wood handle that fits 
the hand 

—1it has a very flexible cord 


—it has a detachable switch 
plug that enables you to 
regulate the heat as you 
wish 

—it is just the right size, 
shape and weight 

—it has a bottom that Is 
machine milled and polished 
as smooth as glass 

—it is made on the unit plan 





Electric toaster — 1920 


American Electrical Heater Co. 
Oldest and Exclusive Manufacturers 
DETROIT - - = U. S. A. 


Electric Iron — 1920 





























Western Electric fan — 1920 


SO, $ 
Pithous touching my at 


“$6.25 DOWN! — that was all 
I paid to have my Hoover de- 
livered. Each day | put away a 
few cents. By the end of the 
month I had more than enough 
to meet the small payment. 
And now it’s mine—all paid 
for!” No wonder he's proud of 
her. In fact, she’s just a little 
proud of herself. And happy, 
too! For she has found in The 
Hoover her complete home- 
cleaning servant. It beats her 
rugs—and she’s discovered they 

need beating. (You can prov 

this, too*...) It sweeps her rugs 


most of hériabor. Her rugs wear 
longer—and how beautiful 


they are! You'd be too, 
if youowere in her a pag 
will you be? Your Authorized 
Hoover Dealer will deliver 
your Hoover for-$6.25 down. 
And you, too, can bùy it with- 
out touching your savings. 


The HOOVER 


It BEATS+ as it Sweeps as it Cleans 


WTO FRCVERDOS p pg BEATING: Tura over oaauhar of e 
the under or warp side 15 to 25 sharp taps and 
out from the nap 7 
Feel the destructive charactor of this 
« ing ve 





THE HOOVER COMPANY, NORTH CANTON, oHu!IO 
The oldest and largest maker of electric cleaners + The Hoover is also made in Canada, at Hamilton, Ontario 


PRESS OF JUDO & OFTWEILER, tae 
WASHINGT ec, 


Hoover vacuum — 1920 
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1920 Prices 


But it’s also important to remember that everything is 
relative. As we review these costs, don’t forget that 

the average household income in the United States in 
1920 was approximately $3,269.40-that’s about 
$42,142.08 today, with inflation—so keep that in mind as 
we travel back 100 years and do a little window 
shopping. 


But if you wanted a washing machine, it would’ve cost 
$81.50. With inflation, that’s about $1,054-—which 
doesn’t seem too far off by today’s standards. 


The newest and hottest vacuum on the market, the 
Hoover Electric Cleaner, set households back about 
$39—or $503 today. How badly do you want clean 





Hseerasateetsstessecsasasteceastecteasteeegtstgagetr tet: istipessssesss testes bese s Sie siitbe tite iiit pss iiissssetsssiiiteiisclistissssiiissssstitessttestess tres] 


Christmas Suggestions 


From Pawnee County’s New 


Electrical Supply House 


The Electrical Development company’s new retail store is 
now in operation in the Edwards building, next door to the post- 
office, 


Electrical Gifts are Beautiful and 


Useful As Well 
We have a line of electrical appliances especially suitable for 
Christmas, including 


Latest design table lamps. 
Electric chafing dishes. 
Electric dise stoves. 
Electric heaters. 

Electric curling irons. 
Electric toaster stoves. 
Electric table stoves. 

3 pound electric irons. 

6 pound electric irons. 

7 cup electric percolators. 
7 cup electric coffee urns. 
5 cup electric percolators. 
5 cup electric coffee urns. 
Electric hot plates. 
Electric heating pads. 
Electric toasters. 


Electric grills. 

Vacumm cleaners. 

Electric sewing machines. 
Electric hair dryers. 

Electric nutomobile heaters. 
Electric Xmas tree light sets 
Electric toys 


carpets? 


Here’s What Things Cost 100 Years Ago - Country Living 


We are prepared to execute promptly and at reasonable 
prices all kinds of electric wiring for houses, motors, ete. We do 
everything electrical. We sell everything electrical. Talk over 
your electric matters with our envineer, Nathan L. Jones. 


The 


Electrical Development 
Company 


Edwards Building, Next Door to Post Office. 








The Tiller and Toiler — December 18, 1919 


Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties 


The 1920s were called the Roaring Twenties, the Jazz Age, the Age of Intolerance, and the Age of 
Wonderful Nonsense. Whatever the name, the era was the beginning of modern America. It’s the only 
decade in American history that has a name. 


The world war was over. The flu pandemic was over. Now the cities of America and Europe would 
transform the way people lived. 
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When we think of the 1920s, we think of flappers doing the Charleston or wing walkers on a plane or 


Dixieland jazz. We think of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Great Gatsby.” Those images aren’t wrong, but 
they condense an entire decade down to cliché images. 


For most people, the Roaring Twenties modernized the way they lived their everyday lives. 


This decade saw the large-scale development of automobiles, telephones, films, radio, and electrical 
appliances. Social mores and culture changed more than they had in centuries. Women won the right 
to vote. Black music and culture became prominent. 


35 


Family Nibbles 


Consumerism, leisure, and self-realization 


Only in the 1920s did the Protestant work ethic and the old values of self-denial and frugality begin to 
give way to the fascination with consumption, leisure and self-realization that is the essence of modern 
American culture. 


America: A Concise History 


People were working fewer hours a week and earning more money. For those with steady jobs, their 
family could afford a little diversion now and then. 


But not all Americans shared in the prosperity. Income equality got worse. The rich got richer. Blacks 
and farmers and native Americans were among those who didn’t benefit equally. 


Consumer Goods 











New consumer goods—radios, telephones, 
refrigerators, and above all the motor car— 
made life better. 


Electric appliances changed the American home 
dramatically. Electric irons, refrigerators, 
vacuums, and washing machines cut labor time. 





same foods still eaten today. Wonder Bread 
made its debut in 1921. 




















ITS- SLO-RAK. = f Erdre , l 
15> ONDER-CUT È 4 SF Popsicles were patented in 1923, and Kool-Aid 
| B DE an nm i was introduced in 1927. 
i f WE DR EAD suc ri 
oar CONTINENTAL BAKING COMPANY a> 


= i - == Wheaties was one of the first to use a radio 
> a | — 


ee -~ advertising jingle. 
—- - = i 
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Marriage, and Then More Work 


1919 had been a successful year for The Pawnee Power and Water 
Company. 


Nathan Jones had founded his fourth startup company and was 
beginning to realize his vision. Ralph Jarvis had risen quickly to the 





superintendent of construction. 


Both men would marry. And 1920 promised to be a busy year for the power company. 





Ralph Jarvis married Chleo Webb 


Ralph Jarvis and Chleo Webb married on December 16, 1919. 


They would make their 
Webb-Jarvis. 

Miss Cleo S. Webb and Mr. Ralph 
H. Jarvis were quietly married at the) mother Anna Webb in 
home of Probate Judge Stockman | . 
on Tuesday evening, Dec. 16th, the the Rock House in 
ceremony being read by Judge Stock- | 
man. | 

The bride is the daughter of Mrs. | 
J. W. Webb, and has made her home Ralph was age 25 and 
in Larned since childhood. The | 
groom enlisted with Co. F of Larned Chleo was 19. 
at the time war was declared on) 

Germany, and served in France with) 
Headquarters Co., 137th Infantry. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jarvis will make their 
sane with the bride’s mother in Lar- 
ned. 


| home with Chleo’s 


Larned. 











Larned Chronoscope — December 18, 2021 


` Marx-Jones. 
“Set out plenty of your best cigars 
i for our friends. Married here at noon 
Nathan Jones married Blanche Marx fer our ‘icnds. Married here at noon 
and Mrs. Nathan L. Jones.” So read 
; the telegram received Sunday by the 
Nathan Jones and Blanche Marx married August 22, 1920, Barricklow Drug Co., dated at Hutch- 
inson. ' 
The telegram is brief but it tells of 
the marriage of Miss Blanche Marx, | 
They would make their home in Larned. daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ed S. Marx, || 
and one of Great Bend’s most popular 
oung ladies—a whole soul, good || 
Nathan was age 28 and Blanche was 23. ed oe ; tet Se 


in Hutchinson, Kansas. 





YT oF ; 2 2 è ta 


Larned Chronoscope — August 20, 1920 
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More towns want electricity 


As other small towns around Larned witnessed the success of their neighboring towns, they wanted 
electricity too. 


Ellinwood May Hook On. | 





F 
C SPEARVILLE WANTS LIGHTS Hutchinson News: Ellinwood may | 
Eg - hook onto the Hutchinson electric 
Offerte Also After Service of the power system, and get eleetrie light! 
ca Pawnee Power & Water Co. | and power for that city from the’ 
F, eae Hutchinsongplant, The Pawnee power! 
Nathan L. Jones and A. H. Lupfer company, whic h is building the trans- ' 


is idressed meet- , 
st week and this ad ; ystem from Hutehinson west 


Spearville df s| i 
Bog sei i “ni Jetmore Wants Electric Power. Ei wank otiating with Ellin- 


‘Pawnee Power & Water compe A. H. Lupfer, Nathan rt Jones, E. ‘he proposition is for the | 
meeting was held at Spes x i issue $30,000 bonds to pay’ 

~h Friday night. For some | E- Frizell and R. P. Schnacke attend- tion of the transmission line, 
‘Spearville and Offerle have fed a meeting of the Jetmore Commer- | Jones, of Larned, is the 
wanting to connect with the li cial Club at Jetmore Tuesday - night, the transmission line com- 
the Pawnee Power & Water conflat which. time the matter of ing 
at Kinsley. At the meeting Ifan electrical power transmission line j//er and Toiler — April 22, 1920 

The Tiller and Toiler— March 1,}0on up the Pawnee valley to Jetmore 

was discussed. 


The Tiller and Toiler — August 12, 1920 


So there were new lines to build 





g 


As each town signed on, Ralph Jarvis and the linemen crews built transmission and distribution lines. 
Soon, Ralph was also traveling to the towns in advance to evaluate the work to be done and the costs 
involved. 


Ralph and Chleo made their home with Chleo’s mother Anna Webb at the Rock House. It was a good 
arrangement for Chleo because Ralph was often away from home. 


| A. H. Elmore was here from Rozel. 
‘Saturday and drove home a new, 
Michell car. 

Ralph Jarvis came Saturday from 
Alden to spend the week end as 
with his wife. We have the sheet music you want. | í 
jrvis of Abilene came Sat- 
sit home folks. : 





























| Charles Grimsley wen Rhoades-Roach Music company, 
mares Brooks left Monday for La 


last Saturday to spend | 
-with relatives. 





: trnell of Kinsley was vis 
a iE UNGly Ralph Jarvis returned Tuesday ||/dnow Sunday. 
8, 1920 T Mt baa a sehen 
from a business trip to Jetmore, H The Tiller and Toller =April 
Tuesday ( 20, 1920 
business trip to Wichita and Anthony. 


Mrs. Fred Winchester. of Burdett. 
The Tiller and Toiler — May 13, 1920 
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And there were lines to maintain 
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NEARLY A TORNADO 





| 

| Storm in Vicinity of Rozel Last Fri- 
day Did Considerable Damage 
The storm last Friday afternoon 


| 

| | 
‘about five o'clock did considerable 

damage in the vicinity of Rozel, n! 
some places taking more or less the 
| form of a twister. The | 


| tween the Fort and Rozel was accom- 
| panied by considerable rain, in some || 
| places an inch being reported. Infi 
the same storm only .0& of an inch 
of rain fell at Larned, and was ac-ji 
| companied by little rain. . 
For two miles between Rozel and], 
Sanford many of the poles of the}} 
Pawnee Power & Water company were 
‘blown down. There had been no rain 
since the poles were set, so that the 
earth around them was not tamped 
down. Officials of the company 
‘stated that the poles would stand up 
| under the wind when the earth around 
‘them was tamped down, but it is not 
| possible to do this until there is a 
| good | general rain, 


Ta a sa D ain i 


storm be- 





o= o —+ A — ~~ oe —_- 


The Tiller and Toller — Gemenbe: 9, 1919 


The Vision Expands 


SOO ee ee ee ee ee 


ee me le 


SWAM THE ARKANSAS | 


Employes of Pawnee Power & Water 
Company Also Lost 3 Miles 
of Wire 
| Last week two cottonwood trees 
on the bank of the Arkantas this side | 
of Garfield became unde¢rmined by | 
the flood and toppled over dragging | 
down the high line of he Pawnee 
Power & Water company, Thursday | 
afternoon R. H. Jarvis, Gharles Ha- | 
ley and John Kirch went up to a 
pair the damage. With @ big spool, | 
Which contained three miles of wire, 
jthey started ccross the fiver on a 
naft, to restring the approximately 
900 feet of wire that went out. When 
they got out in the stream, about 
‘three hundred feet from the bank, 
something in the current struck the 
raft, causing it to sink with the) 
heavy spool of wire, and the ive! 
men had to swim for it. The spool) 
of wire may be recovered after the | 
‘river goes down, and it may go down | 
the river so far it never will be) 
found. | 


The Tiller and Toiler — June 23, 1921 














Things were developing quickly in 1920. As Pawnee Power began delivering electricity, and as more 
towns signed on, Nathan Jones vision expanded. 


He was buying electricity from the electric plants in Larned and Kinsley, but those two plants now 
couldn’t supply the increasing demand. Jones negotiated a contract with the electric plant in 
Hutchinson, a modern and high capacity 
plant. 






Buying power from Hutchinson required 





building more lines between Hutchinson and 
Larned. That’s more than 65 miles. But that 





LYON 
ter 
: 
¢ — a TE 
D i 
7] aun 


line could serve more towns. 


H 
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Here are some excerpts from a news article in the Hutchinson Gazette. 


With the completion this fall of electric transmission lines and the turning on of the current, Hutchinson 
will become the hub for the largest system of distributing electricity in Kansas. 


Started primarily to serve farmers west of Larned along the Pawnee Valley as a power line for irrigation 
purposes, the system has spread out and there is universal demand from small towns for 24 hours 
current and power. 


The transmission line “dream” has developed into a scheme for a “loop” from Hutchinson west along the 
Santa Fe main line to Larned, south to Kinsley and south to Turon and returning to Hutchinson along the 
Rock Island. 


This “loop” will be the backbone of the system. With it completed, though it may require a year, it will 
insure all the electric current for the fifty or more towns along the line. 


The man behind this scheme, which means more to the Hutchinson territory than a good wheat crop for 
it ensures a constant flow of water for irrigation purposes, is Nathan L. Jones, general manager of the 
Pawnee Water & Power Co., of Larned. 


Starting two years ago as a power line at Garfield, Jones organized companies, put over bond issues, and 
built electric lines until today he has a corporation with properties worth $425,000 and is serving 23 
towns with current. 


Hutchinson Gazette, September 20, 1920 
A Trip to Kansas City 


Nathan Jones had become a prominent businessman in Larned. He valued the young talent that built 
and operated the lines. He counted on Ralph Jarvis to take care of the daily business of construction 
and maintenance. 


In September 1920, Jones asked Ralph and Chleo 
to join his new bride Blanche and him ona 








business and pleasure trip to Kansas City. This 
relationship would thrive for the next decade. 


Mr. and Mrs. N. L. Jones left Fri- 
' day on a trip to Kansas City. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Jarvis left Fri-| 
| day on a business and pleasure trip| 
to Kansas City. 


The Tiller and Toiler — September 30, 1920 Ralph and Chleo Jarvis — c 1920 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties - Women 


The Roaring Twenties are credited with the evolution of the 
“new woman.” Certainly, many things changed for women. 
But legal, cultural, economic, and sexual advancements were 
not equally enjoyed by all. 


The right to vote 





By 1920, women’s suffrage had been enacted in most western European countries and Australia and 
New Zealand. 


The National Woman’s Party was a leading organization campaigning for women’s right to vote. It 
focused on passage of a constitutional anendment ensuring women’s suffrage. It was founded by Alice 
Paul and Lucy Burns in 1913. There were numerous other organizations fighting the same battle. 


DN IR 


a » 5 eA 
z $ ? - A O orm 
v A i 4 fa Aa 
‘ af 
á d 
1 elle E PRISSOENT 4 
Mow LONG ~e 
Nii j Cian IUST r ta 
~ ' AV OMIN WAI r, 
PAA h ‘a8 T FOR LWEATY 
i Yi sn? 
| > 
@ ’ J . g I ‘ 


a | 





National Woman’s Party picket in front of the White House in 1917. Alice Paul saleiaaies ratification 


. T ' he 19th A 192 
With the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920, women won the E AEAEE 


right. Kind of... 


As usual, there are caveats. Here’s the amendment language. 


19th Amendment 


The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or 
by any State on account of sex. 


Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 


19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
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Limitations 


The amendment didn’t specifically give women the right to vote. Instead, it said that the vote wouldn't 
be denied because of sex. In other words, other laws might prohibit voting for other reasons, like being 
black, Asian, Native American, and Hispanic. And southern Jim Crow practices like poll taxes and 
literacy tests further limited women’s voting. 


Voting results 


Even with limitations, more than 26 million new voters could head to the polls. But women’s voter 
turnout was about half that of men for many years. And, often, women voted the same ticket as their 
husbands, negating more of the advantage. 


However, with about half of constituents being women, politicians began to listen to them and deal 


with women’s issues. 


Equal Rights Amendment 


In 1921, Alice Paul and the National Woman’s Party 
met with President Warren G. Harding to discuss a 
Constitutional amendment guaranteeing women equal 
rights. 


The Equal Rights Amendment was introduced in 





Congress in 1923. It was never ratified. F. . “ee 
Equal Rights Amendment rally — 1923 


Working Women 


re World War | produced significant changes in the lives of working 
women. During the war, women took jobs that had historically been 





male-dominated, sometimes for the same wage and alongside male 
workers. 


Woman typist — 1921 


The end of the war reduced these jobs, but women realized they 
could work in factory jobs. Black women, who had been denied 





jobs in industry, found low-wage jobs here during the war. 
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After the war, many women gave up their wartime jobs and returned home. But they had a newfound 
sense of empowerment and independence. 


In 1920, women composed about 23% of the workforce. This rose to 27% during the decade of the 20s. 
Today, women comprise half of the workforce. Women worked in white-collar jobs and as factory 
workers. But 1/3 of women worked in low-paying domestic or farm jobs. 


I La I [a 


Cultural mores 


During the 20s, women had more access to education and 
to news and information. This, too, increased their sense of 
worth and independence. For those lucky enough to be on 





the middle or upper rungs of the economic ladder, that 


Noël Coward and Gertrude Lawrence in Coward's 
Private Lives 


sense of empowerment could be manifested. 
Women could smoke. In public. 


Women could drink. In public. Prohibition had changed the venue of public drinking. Before, the saloon 
was the domain of the male drinker. Women didn’t visit the saloon. But with saloons closed, public 
drinking moved to speakeasies and private clubs and homes. Women were welcome. 


Sexuality i i APO 
Most women were still conservative. But the 20s liberated many 
young middle and upper class women to stake a claim to their © mie he 
own bodies and become more sexually liberated. And they could Hinson 

The FP A. Geier Company 


stot St, Chir Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 


publish and read a more liberal menu of literature. 


Advertising 


Before the war, most purchasers were men. Now, in the 20s, 
there was an explosion of consumer goods, many of which were 
used in the home. Women had the say in purchasing an iron or 
vacuum or washing machine. 


Advertisers exploited the new buying power of women. Ads 





promoted new freedoms of the modern woman. 


Royal Electric Vacuum Cleaner — 1920 
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Home Life 1920, 1921 


Ralph and Chleo made their home with Chleo’s 
mother, Anna Webb. They lived in the Rock 
House. 





Wet ree 


D 


The Rock House, 219 Kansas Street, larnea KONIO: l 
Ralph was working out of town most weeks but came home to Larned on weekends. He and Chleo 
enjoyed social life when they could. During the week, Chleo and Anna were working at the Ideal Steam 


Laundry. 





Ta v ‘+ t Ve S a À 
YAR r < pam , . r Í. z 
pp er: Chleo and Ralph Jarvis — c 1920 
Ben’s girlfriend, Ralph Jarvis, Ben Sooby, Chleo 


Jarvis —c 1919 





meeting between Mrs. Morris and | Mrs. L. C. Winkler has issued in- 


Mrs, Will Brannon of this city in vitations to a dinner party for Friday | 
There were lots of Chleo’s twenty-two years, The ladies are) | evening, 


cousins. | 





relatives nearby for visiting. 
y 8 The New Royal crochet club, which The Royal Sewing club will meet 


Whether crocheting, sewing, has just been. formed, had its first with Mrs, Bryan Avery Thursday 
a. meeting with Mrs, Maude Dorst last evening. They met with Mrs. Ralph 
or just visiting, life was small- Thursday and will meet next Thurs- Jarvis last Thursday and all report- 


day with Mrs. Anna Webb. ed an enjoyable time in spite of the 


rain, 


town Larned. 





The Filet club met on Monday 
evening at the home of Mrs. W. A. n 
Thompson and spent the evening. The Mrs. Ed Doerr entertained the 
¡event was in the form of a surprise, | young ladies of the Circle division of) 


Atl li 








The Tiller and Toiler — Auaust 21, 1920 The Tiller and Toiler — October 28, 1920 
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On weekends, Ralph had time for social ee A e | 
“LARNED CHRONOSCOF:. tt gel cosa 9 es 





activities too. He played on the Larned | 
WOLCOTT & CHRISTY. loss to Larned by a poors Fee) 

American Legion football team. That game was played under consider- | 
8 Harry H. Wolcott. Lynn M. Christy | | erna pampering | 





THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1920 | team in shape for such a strenuous 
re IiI game on such short notice. The sec- 


soosssesossssssssseeeseseeceseoeeesesersesesescees: ond game, played at Larned two weeks | 

$| ago, was with Hoisington, and Larned 
i AMERICAN LEGION demonstrated the effects of intensive} 
: NOTES . 3| training by capturing the contest by | 
4 3ithe top heavy score of 30 to 0. | 


Larned Legion Football Game. The Larned team line-up for the) 

At last, after a period of fifteen at ita! as eed 
years, Larned is now enabled to take enter, Fred Evans. 
pleasure and pride in a real football Ri = ie hg a Se get 
team. The Walter S. Chears Post of e, Ja eson, | 
Larned has demonstrated that clean Left tackle, “Arsenic” Williamson. 
amateur football can be a source of _— nd m. Webb. 

: end, Bi enoyer. 

er a The local post iS) Right half, Jim Miller. 
inde ti to the rne usiness en’s Left half, Don Hare. 
Association for their financial cooper-| Full back, Wylie Compton. 
ation in making the team possible| Quarter back, Glen Augustus. 


i Substitutes—Left guard, “Alabam” | 
a ee donation of the football Meare aor ieee area 






















Larned Chronoscope — October 28, 1920 


A son is born 


Melvin Leroy Jarvis was born at 5 
pm Friday, April 29, 1921, to 
Ralph and Chleo Jarvis at the Rock 
House in Larned. 


In 1921, Ralph was age 27 and 
Chleo was 21. 














lies Wicewnne Metis wank ta Edina Tom Knight, returned Sunday from 
Friday to visit relatives over the week a extended business trip through 
aah. \ Missouri, | 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Jarvis are the Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Jarvis are the 
parents of a son, born Friday, April darents of an eight pound boy born 
29th. friday, April 29th. 
~ See D. A. Ely for farm loans. Low- Miss Mary Cook and Miss Louise 
est rate, prompt service. Bauer visited friends in Kinsley Sun- 

à lay. 


The Till d Toiler— May 5, 1921 
Larned Chronoscope — May 5, 1921 EO Wen EV 
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What’s ina name? = 


Melvin Leroy Jarvis. 


The first name Melvin may have come from Ralph’s cousin 
Melvin Jarvis, who was 8 years older than Ralph and had 
died at age 21 in Rising Sun, Indiana. 


| think the middle name Leroy may have come from Nathan 
Jones’ middle name Leroy. 





Neither Melvin nor Leroy were the most popular baby 
names of 1921. Honors went to Mary and John. Melvin Jarvis 1887-1908 


All names for 1921: Official U.S. list 


Andrew 


GIRLS E BOYS Russell 


Melvin 


Mary John 


Edwin 


Dorothy Robert — 
Helen William 

Margaret James 

Ruth Charles 

Virginia George 

Mildred Joseph 

Betty Edward 


Frances Frank 


Elizabeth Richard 





Top 10 baby names for 1921 


Melvin Leroy Jarvis and mother Chleo — 
c 1921 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties - Fashion 


In the 1920s, women could be arrested and fined for 
exposing too much skin. 





Atlantic City police officer measures the distance to 


The Flapper alt 


Before the Roaring Twenties, women wore floor-length dresses. Waists were cinched. Arms and legs 
were covered. Corsets were standard. Hair was long. 


The History of the Flapper 


The 20s changed all that. The “new woman” of the 1920s, 
typically white and middle- or upper-class, rejected those 
Victorian norms. 


Labeled “flappers” for their shockingly short skirts and shifts, 
these women wore makeup and sheer pantyhose. They exposed 
arms and legs. They threw away their corsets. They danced and 
drank and smoked. They voted. 


e a 





The Flapper 


The Flapper,” F.A. Leyendecker, LIFE 
Magazine, February 1922 





mam == 
- 


= oie ag, 








“Where There’s Smoke There’s Fire” — Russell Patterson 
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The dress length went from floor to knee length, becoming bold and 
seductive. 


The fashion for women was all about getting loose. Women wore 


—_— ep aama 


dresses all day, every day. Day 
dresses had a drop waist, which 
was a sash or belt around the 
low waist or hip and a skirt that 
hung anywhere from the ankle 
on up to the knee. 


1920s In Western Fashion 





. $ AUTUMN FORECAST 
Evening dress Duwa aon a N.: 


Oe CONTE AT AUKAR b 2 


Georges Lepape, Vogue Cover, July 1929 


The flapper dress was a mixture of wearable, comfortable, and elegant. It was designed for an active 
and independent lifestyle. 


A First Lady’s dress 


Here’s a flapper dress worn by First Lady Grace Coolidge in the 
collections of the National Museum of American History. 
(NMAH, gift of Lillian Rogers Parks) 
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Rayon 


Rayon was the miracle fabric of the day. Made from cellulose fiber, rayon became the rage in 1920s 
fashion. Artificial silk, rayon could be used to simulate silk, but was much more affordable. It could be 


silky, shiny, or shimmery. 





Rayon fashion clothing — 1920s 


Hairstyle 


The hairstyle of choice was the “bob,” which had several variations. 





The “bob” haircut 
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The May 1, 1920, issue of The Saturday Evening Post was the first time Fitzgerald’s name appeared 
on the cover. Fitzgerald’s short story Bernice Bobs Her Hair appeared in this issue. 


Cosmetics 


BERNICE BOBS HER HAIR 


THE SATURDAY i 


F. Scott Fitzgerald 


EVENING POST 


Fo klin After dark on Saturday night one could stand on the first tee 
of the golf-course and see the country-club windows as a 
yellow expanse over a very black and wavy ocean. The 
waves of this ocean, so to speak, were the heads of many 
curious caddies, a few of the more ingenious chauffeurs, the 
golf professional's deaf sister--and there were usually several 
stray, diffident waves who might have rolled inside had they 
so desired. This was the gallery. 


c THE C ‘OPY 


The balcony was inside. It consisted of the circle of wicker 
chairs that lined the wall of the combination clubroom and 
ballroom. At these Saturday-night dances it was largely 
feminine; a great babel of middle-aged ladies with sharp eyes 
and icy hearts behind lorgnettes and large bosoms. The main 
function of the balcony was critical. It occasionally showed 
grudging admiration, but never approval, for it is well known 
among ladies over thirty-five that when the younger set 
dance in the summer-time it is with the very worst intentions 
in the world, and if they are not bombarded with stony eyes 
stray couples will dance weird barbaric interludes in the 
corners, and the more popular, more dangerous, girls will 
sometimes be kissed in the parked limousines of 
unsuspecting dowagers. 


Wallace Irwin — Hugh Wiley — F. Scott Fitzgerald — Harrison Rhodes 
Oscar Graeve = Henry C. Rowland — Thomas Joyce — Nal C. Evarts 


But, after all, this critical circle is not close enough to the 





Before the 20s, cosmetics were associated with prostitution. But in 
the 1920s makeup became quite popular. 





Norma Talmadge, actress — 1920 





Clara Bowe, actress — 1927 
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Accessories 


Together with the first trousers, flapper dresses, and bobbed hair came high-heeled shoes, hats, and 
fancy jewelry. Various shoes were fashionable such as the low-heeled “finale hopper” shoes and the high 
overshoes, as well as galoshes. 


What Was It Like in the Roaring Twenties in Art and Fashion? 
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Putting it all together — flapper dresses, shoes, hats, jewelry, makeup, and attitude 


Timeline - 1921 





1921 The first Lowe's store opens in North Wilkesboro, North Carolina. 


1921 = Ralph E Cheney receives medical degree from St. Louis University 


| 

| 1921 = Ralph Cheney and Emily Maninger marry February 3 in Waterloo, Illinois 

| 1921 Melvin L Jarvis (G) born to Ralph and Chleo in rock house in Larned, Kansas 
| 1921 Mary M Cheney (G) born to Ralph and Emily Cheney in Salina, Kansas 

| 1921 US imposes a quota system on immigrants 

| 1921 Harold Arlin announces first radio baseball game, Pirates-Phillies, on KDKA 
| 1921 Margaret Gorman wins first Miss America pageant in Atlantic City, NJ 

| 1921 CLBrown and United Power take over Pawnee Power and Water 

| 1921 Ralph Jarvis and Nathan Jones go to work for CL Brown and United Power 
1921 Franklin Roosevelt's paralytic illness strikes on Campobello Island vacation 

















1921 White Castle hamburgers opens in Wichita, Kansas 
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A United Takeover 


The vision was a huge loop of transmission lines 
from Hutchinson to Larned to Kinsley to Turon 
and back to Hutchinson. It was the most 
ambitious plan for electrical distribution in 
Kansas. 


The loop was progressing, but 
more money was needed 






HARVEY 


Hutchins 











BARBER ! 
HARPER 


COMANCHE 


Work progressed under the direction of Ralph Jarvis throughout the fall of 1920 and the early months 
of 1921. Nathan Jones was the tireless promoter of the vision. He was in the news every few days. 


But the 65 mile line from Hutchinson through Lyons to Larned required a big investment. Jones sold 


and promoted, but the capital was slow to come. The loop couldn’t be “turned on” until this critical 


part was finished. And supplies and power poles and wire 
were in short supply. Electrical transmission was booming 
across the US, and materials were hard to get. 


United Light & Power takes over 


It was in this environment that the owner of the Hutchinson 
Electric plant proposed joining forces. C.L. Brown of Abilene 
had built a group of companies like those of Nathan Jones. 
Brown and his United Light and Power Company provided 


electricity to towns in north central Kansas, including Abilene, 


Gypsum, Manhattan, and Junction City. 


United also owned the large and modern electric plant in 
Hutchinson that was going to supply Jones’ power loop. It 
made sense that some sort of joint effort would ensure the 
success of the project. 


United Light and Power would merge and take over the 
Pawnee Power and Water Company. 


—_——_- - er a TS — 


MERGER PROGRESSING | 


900 of 1600 Shares of Common Stock 
of Pawnee Power & Water | 
Company Turned In | 
Progress in the direction of fulfill- 
ing the conditions of C. L. Brown of. 
‘Abilene, Kansas, in connection with 
Ihis proposition co take over the Paw-! 
nee Power & Water company, has) 
ibeen made during the last week, ; 


| 
| 
| 


The office of the company will | 
continue to be maintained in Larned, | | 
‘the same as heretofore, Nathan L. 
Jones said this week. Mr. Jones is. 
under contract to remain with Mr. 
Brown for one year. The business 
twill be conducted from Larned as 
heretofore, and the company will) 
‘continue to be known as the Pawnee | 
‘Power & Water company. The 
United Light & Power system is the 
holding organization for thirteen 
‘corporations, and the Pawnee Power! 
& Water company merely will be-! 


‘come one of them. | 
The Tiller and Toiler — August 4, 1921 


Pawnee shareholders would get United stock. Pawnee creditors would be paid by United. 
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Nathan Jones contract 


Nathan Jones would be under contract to work for C.L. Brown for one year. 


Nathan Jones’ vision would be completed by others. But he was leaving with a high regard from his 


community and investors and directors. He had evangelized his vision of electricity for small towns and 


for irrigation, and he had delivered. 


—— tO —~ 


Kind Words for Mr. Jones | 

The Great Bend Tribune, speaking 
of the Pawnee Power & Water com- 
pany, makes the following kindly ref- 
erence to Nathan L. Jones, the pro 
moter: 

This project is one of the largest 
lof the kind in the state of Kansas, 
land its completion is a matter of 
hr importance to many towns and 








a large territory will be served by 





this transmission line. Nathan L. 
Jones, who has carried forward this | 
project thus far, received many com- 

|plimentary words from those present 
for the able manner in which he has 
‘handled the affairs of the company, 
conditions over which he had no con- 
trol alone having defeated the fuil 
realization of his plans for this pro- 
ject. R. L. Hamilton of Claflin, Mr. 
Isern of Raymond, E. J. Westgate of 
Mackaville, and others spoke of their 
high regard for him and his fidelity 
to the interests of the stockholders 
of the company in his fight to carry 


fi The Tiller and Toiler - August 4, 1921 


What did the merger mean for 
Ralph Jarvis? 


Ralph transferred to work for C.L. Brown’s Pioneer 
Engineering and Construction Company. He would 
continue to oversee the completion of the line from 
Hutchinson to Larned. 
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Six years after his first transmission line, and four years after 
he contracted to supply electricity to Garfield, Nathan Jones 
sold out to C.L. Brown and United. He was a wealthy man. 


Jones was still a director for Pawnee Power. 


In January 1922, Nathan Jones moved his family from Larned 
to Abilene to work for C.L. Brown. 


Closing Deal for Power Line. 

The negotiations for the purchase of | 
the controlling interest in the Pawnee 
Power & Water Co. by the C. Lk. 
Brown interests of Abilene are being |. 
concluded, and it is believed that the 
deal will be completed this week. 

The engineering corps of the Brown}, 
company was here this week, four 
engineers going over the property of 
the company here. N. L. Jones, man- 
ager of the local power line, is in Abi- 
lene today closing up the deal. All 
the terms of the escrow have been 
carried out by the Pawnee Power & 
Water Co., and everything ás ready 


When the deal is completed, Mr. | 
Brown will begin work at once com- 
pleting the transmission line from 
Larned to Hutchinson, and stated that 


he would finish the work im sixty days. 
The work will be done by the Pioneer 
Engineering & Construction Co., a 
Brown company, and Ralph Jarvis of 
Larned will be in charge of the work. 





Larned Chronoscope — October 6, 1921 
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During the fall of 1921, Ralph was supervising the oi net Teewin Wee’ in tees ves- 


terday from Larned. At Larned they 
most weeks. don’t call him “Blackie.” He’s Super- 
intendent Jarvis of the telephone com- 
pany. But three years ago this fall 
he was Corporal “Blackie” Jarvis, sig- 
J ° nal platoon, 137th Infantry, and he 
aFViS was stringing telephone wires under 
shellfire in the Argonne thickets.— 
Hutchinson News. 
Larned Chronoscope — August 11, 1921 
Ralph Jarvis was superintendent of construction for Pioneer Engineering and Construction Company. 


Hutchinson-to- Larned line. He was in Hutchinson 


More responsibility for Ralph 


Nathan Jones was general manager. Jones’ responsibility was finding and evaluating new acquisitions, 
then calling on Ralph to build what was needed for each. 


For example, Jones worked on a hydroelectric project near Georgetown, Colorado, then sent Ralph to 
oversee the construction. 


C.L. Brown’s legacy 


C.L. Brown started years earlier than Nathan Jones. Certainly Jones 
learned many of his later business practices and philosophies from 
Brown. 


In 1898, he started Abilene Electric Light Works with his father. Jacob 
Brown’s grist mill was converted to be a source of Abilene’s electric 
power. This company grew and grew, eventually becoming the United 
Power and Light Company in 1924. 


Due to the success of his electric company, Brown decided to build a 
local telephone company just one year after Abilene Electric Light 
Works was formed. Brown later chartered the Brown Telephone 





Company in 1902. 


C.L. Brown and His Effect on Abilene - Dickinson County Historical Society C.L. Brown 


Brown built himself a large empire of companies throughout the early 1900s. There were a total of 85 
companies within the Brown empire including: Brown Telephone Co., United Power and Light Co., Clear 
Creek Power and Development Co., Sunflower Shoe Stores Co., United Aero Co., United Life Building Inc., 
United Insurance Co., Sunflower Hotel Co., United Oil and Refining Co., United Pipeline Co., United 
Grocery Store Co. (Piggly-Wiggly Stores), and Beach Oil Co. 


C.L. Brown and His Effect on Abilene - Dickinson County Historical Society 
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Peg Se Ta 


~ Brown Telephone Company — Abilene, Kansas 





United Power and Light was one of the companies that became Kansas Power and Light, later Westar, 
and today Evergy. Brown Telephone became United Telephone and later Sprint. 


C.L. Brown was also a great philanthropist and donated many public works and funds to Abilene. 


He promoted thrift and required all employees to save 10% of their pay. | think the experience of 
working for C.L. Brown was beneficial to both Nathan Jones and Ralph Jarvis. 


Here’s a short video about C.L. Brown. 


https://www.humanitieskansas.org/get-involved/kansas-stories/people/c-l-brown-and-kansas- 
independent-telephony 


Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties - Infrastructure 


Roads 


The 1920s were the Golden Age of road building. More 
specifically, the 20s were the age of road paving. 


At the beginning of the decade, the US already had 
many miles of roads. But very few miles were hard- 
surfaced and suitable for automobile and truck traffic. 





Outside cities, roads were dirt or gravel. ee 


Kansas road - 1920 
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Only a few hundred miles of roads in the entire country were suitable for motor vehicles. 


Automobiles for everyone 


The widespread use of automobiles spawned the 
paving of roads. By 1920, the price of a Model T 
had dropped from $890 to $250. Everyone could 
afford one. 





Jim eb aie TEE T-—-c 1920 
Transcontinental Motor Convoy 


In summer 1919, the US military ordered a cross-county convoy to evaluate the condition of roads for 
moving troops and equipment across the US. Led by a young Lt. Col. Dwight D. Eisenhower, the convoy 
consisted of 81 Army vehicles and 280 troops. 


By August, the convoy was heading west across Nebraska. On August 5, west of North Platte, the log 
noted that many of the trucks had to be pulled through a 200-yard stretch of quicksand, resulting in a 7 
hour delay. 






Transcontinental Motor Convoy — Wyoming — 1919 
On August 8, it took 11 hours to travel from Kimball, Nebraska to Cheyenne, Wyoming, a trip that takes 


an hour today. 


*. 


The convoy covered 3,251 miles in 62 days. The convoy was the impetus for the Federal Highway Act of 
1921 and was a motivator years later for Eisenhower as president to call for the Interstate Highway 
System. 
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A rush to pave 


In 1921, the Federal Highway Act earmarked millions of dollars to help states pay for road 
construction. In return, each state would designate 7% of its roads to be linked with those of other 
States, a national highway system. 





~ Road. construction — 158th and Metcalf, Stillwell, Kansas — 1926 


At the state level, gas taxes were introduced. These provided a huge revenue stream for road 
construction. 


All this paving caused a shortage of contractors, equipment, concrete, and bricks. 


In the 1920s, the numbering system for U.S. highways 
began. 


Support services 


The road network’s expanding traffic demanded support 
service, like gas stations, garages, campgrounds, motels, 
and restaurants. The number of gas stations in the U.S. 
exploded between 1921 and 1929, from 12,000 to 143,000. 





Highway numbering — US 40 — 1926 


ga 


L AR 





Short Line Gas Station — 198th and Metcalf, Stillwell, Kansas — 1925 
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Traffic signs and lights oy ae 


By the 1920s, accidents were frequent, and many people were 
killed or injured every year on the roads and highways. In 1924, 
there were 23,600 deaths due to auto accidents, 700,000 injuries, 
and more than $1 billion in property damage. 


The first permanent installation of a red and green traffic control 
light—again based on railroad practices—occurred in Cleveland in 
1914; in 1917 traffic lights in Detroit added a yellow caution light. The 
first red stop sign—or “boulevard stop” —was used in Detroit in 1914 


The Automobile Shapes the City 





Electricity 


Pedestal type three lamp traffic light of 
the type used in Detroit in the 1920’s 
As the automobile drove the boom in road infrastructure, new 


consumer appliances and lighting powered a boom in electrification. 
The number of homes with electricity doubled during the Roaring Twenties. People wanted electric 


lights. People wanted refrigerators, vacuums, and washing machines. People wanted radios. 


Everybody has electricity 


No, not yet. 


While many in cities had access to the electric grid in 1920, small towns and farms in rural America 
were still dark. In the 1920 census, half the population still lived on farms or in towns of less than 
2,500. Most didn’t have electricity. 


During the 15 year period between 1912 and 1927, while the population of the United States was 
increasing 24%, the amount of electricity used increased 626%; the number of customers increased 
465%; and the number of people living in electrically wired homes increased 520%. 


The Parade - November 1930 - Public Utility Investment Company 
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Percentage of dwelling units with 
electric service 


By 1930, 10.4% of farms 
and 84.8% of non-farm 
dwellings have electricity 


In 1920, 1.6% of farms 
and 47.4 % of non-farm 
dwellings have electricity 


onis StS ABSRe 
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We are witnessing the crazy-fast spread of electrification through the stories of Nathan Jones and 
Ralph Jarvis. Similar stories were playing out all over the country during the 20s. 


Municipal vs. privately-owned utilities 


Recall that Larned, Kansas had voted to build and operate its own electric plant. That was a municipal- 
owned utility. When Nathan Jones organized Western Sumner Light and Power, that was a privately- 
owned utility where the shareholders own the utility. 


Net Production of Electric Energy, by Class of Ownership 
[In millions of kilowatt-hours) 


Electric utilities 
Publicly owned 
Privately ‘ 
owned | Municipal | Federal ı || In 1930, privately-owned 


utilities generated 95% of 
all electricity, municipal 
utilities generated 5% 


In 1920, privately-owned 
utilities generated 96% of 
all electricity, municipal 
utililties generated 4% 


Electricity generation by class of ownership — 1920-1930 


3,245 
8,051 
2,882 
2,302 
1,940 
1,852 
1,637 
1,422 


a 





È 


It’s interesting to see that private utility companies generated about 96% of all electricity in the US in 
1920. In 1930, the percentages remained the same. While municipal-owned utility power generation 
increased in absolute numbers, the amount is small compared to the amount generated by private 
utility companies. 


Electricity also provided a cheap, efficient source of power for factories. Industry began switching from 
coal to electricity. 


Electricity helped make mass production possible. It’s said the electricity helped decrease the 
production time of a Model T from a half-day in 1920 to 93 minutes by mid-decade. 
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Telephone lines 


Another big infrastructure boom was building telephone lines between towns. 


Telephones were common in households in 1920. Most telephone companies were local, operating in 
one town. The 1920s saw the expansion of “long distance” calling between towns and cities. 


In 1915. AT&T completed the first transcontinental telephone line. The transcontinental path had 
130,000 telephone poles and 2,500 tons of copper wire. 








FIRST TRANSCONTINENTAL | _ - 
TELEPHONE LINE | | 
AND THE 130,000 
al CEREMONIAL FIRST CALL | telephone poles 


ARV 9& 1015 on the main line 
JANUARY 25, 1915 pith pablo 


1 3 states 

























“GOLDEN SPLICE” 
The final splice occurred 
on June 17, 1914, near 
Wendover, Utah, 
completing the first 
transcontinental 
telephone line. 








SAN FRANCS 
NEV, ADA } EWYORK 
MATE ua 













ha IND. g Y 
ILLINOIS OHIO = Washington, D.C. 






UTAH COLORADO 


CALIFORNIA ; 
4,750-MILE RECORD CALL Perre 
Jekyll Island-Boston-San Francisco GRAHAM BELL 


GEORGIA 







THOMAS 
WATSON 


Jekyll Island 


1st transcontinental long distance call — 1915 


Alexander Graham Bell made the first transcontinental call from New York City, speaking to Thomas 
Watson in San Francisco. Watson had worked for Bell for decades and was famous as a party on the 
very first telephone call. The call from New York to San Francisco involved five intermediary telephone 
operators and took 23 minutes to connect. 


Initially, AT&T wouldn’t let local telephone 
exchanges connect to their long distance 
lines. In 1923, Congress stepped in and 
allowed the small exchanges to connect to 
AT&T's lines. That kicked off a boom in 
line construction to connect every local 
exchange with a long distance line. 


By the mid-1920s long distance lines 
connected every part of the United States. 


MAIN STREET Nonio 
CASSVILLE Wis, /Î2i 





Cassville, Wisconsin — Electric and telephone wires, autos and roads — 
1921 
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Indoor plumbing 
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Toilets weren’t new. Water supply wasn’t new. But 
they couldn’t hit mainstream America without the 
underlying infrastructure. 


The 1920, water and sewer system installations 
expanded rapidly. Cities and large towns embarked on 


construction of massive piping systems. 





Installing clay sewer pipe — 1920s 
With water and sewer infrastructure, both new 
and existing homes could install kitchen sinks and 
bathrooms. By the mid-1920s, most new houses 
were built with a bathroom 





Crane bathroom ad — 1924 


Timeline - 1922 






































1922 Cozy Inn hamburgers opens in Salina, Kansas 

1922 Readers’ Digest is founded a a a oo E 7 
1922 Construction begins on Yankee Stadium, "the h house that Ruth built" 

1922 Howard Carter discovers King Tut's tomb in the Valley of the of the Kings, Egypt 

192? Benito Mussolini marches on Rome, forms Fascist government 

1922 In Washington, D. Ea the Lincoln Memorial is dedicated 

1922 A 20- ton meteorite lands n near BI r Blackstone, Virginia 

1922 Union of Soviet Socialist Republics USSR created 

1922 Ralph Jarvis and Nathan Jones in Georgetown Colorado for CL Brown- 

1922 |The 1e California grizzly bear is hunted to extinction 

1922 Rebecca Latimer Felton of Georgia becomes first female US Senator z i 
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Home Life 1922, 1923 


It was good that Chleo Jarvis lived in her mother’s 
household. They got along well. Anna had a daughter and 
grandchild at home, and Chleo had help raising Melvin. 


In 1922, Ralph was age 28 and Chleo was 22. 


Melvin “Mac” Jarvis 


Chleo and Ralph 
called him “Mac.’ 









) 


He turned one 





year old in April Anna Webb and Mel Jarvis — c 1921 
1922. 





Mel “Mac” Jarvis — age 
1 — 1922 
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More travel for Ralph Jarvis 


Ralph was spending more time in Abilene and more time traveling to projects farther away from 
Larned. He did his best to be home every weekend. 


Ralph Jarvis came Saturday from | 
Abilene to visit relatives here over the | 
week end Raiph Jarvis came Friday from Ab- 
ilene to spend the week end here with 
his family. Ralph Jarvis came Friday from 
Abilene to visit over the week end 
with his family. 
Ralph Jarvis visits Larned from Abilene most weekends — Larned Chronoscope articles, April, May, June 


1922 


Anna Webb’s birthday Mrs. Tom Sooby entertained at a 
family dinner party last Thursday 

In October 1922, Anna Webb celebrated noon ey celebration of her own and her 

her 55th birthday. She was born in mother s, Mrs. Anna Webb's, birthday 
anniverary. 


Archbold, Ohio on October 19, 1867. 
Larned Chronoscope — October 26, 1922 


Her daughter Mae Webb Sooby had been born on the same date in 1889. She celebrated her 33rd. 


ee 


Myrtle Webb Worrell died In “Memoriam. 





In memory of Myrtle R. Worrel, 
who passed away August 8, 1921: 
The stars are dimly shining 
Upon the lonely grave, 
Where sleepest without waking 
One we loved but could not save: 
Sweet and peaceful be thy rest; 
Forget you we can never; 
God calls thee—He knows best, 
His will be done forever. 


2g Mrs. Anna M. Webb. 
Mrs. Mae Sooby. 
Mrs. Laura Baxter. 
Mrs. Chleo Jarvis. 
Mrs. Jams Webb. 


Anna Webb’s second oldest daughter Myrtle Ray 
Webb Worrell died August 8, 1921. She had been 
born in 1893 on the Westcott Ranch south of 
Solomon, Kansas. 





Larned Chronoscope — August 10, 1922 - Mae, Laura, 
Chleo, and James are Myrtle’s siblings. 
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Donald Clair Jarvis 


Donald Clair Jarvis was born on October 6, 1923, to Chleo and Ralph Jarvis at the Rock House in Larned. 
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Donald Clair Jarvis — age 6 
months — with Anna Webb — 
1924 


Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties - Economy 


After World War I, there was a sharp recession, caused in part by declining demand for American 
agricultural goods in Europe. The 1918 flu pandemic contributed. 


But by 1920, the recession was over. Driven by deferred spending, a boom in construction and rapid 
growth of consumer goods such as automobiles and electricity, the economy boomed. The economy 
grew 42% during the 20s. 


In 1920, for the first time, more people lived in cities than on farms. They went to work in mass- 
production factories. The Great Migration brought southern Blacks to the factories in the north. People 
had paychecks. They bought consumer goods. 











T| 1925: more than 25% || 
E of families own a car + 1928: Stock prices rise to 39%; 
n ; Fed raises discount rate from 
| 3.5% to 5% to stop speculation 


|, stations broadcasting 
| news, music, weather, 
| and more 


3 ` J ] 
1929: Great 
Depression begins 

_in August 
—— O 





1926: The Air Commerce a 

Act authorizes commercial 1929: There are 26 million cars 1929: 

airlines registered and $1 billion spent on | * Stock l 

roads by the end of the decade market crashes in || 
1 October 
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Widespread prosperity 


The number of people filing income tax returns for earning more than $1 million a year rose from 65 to 
513. 


Among the big winners included owners of new industries, such as the chemical, electrical and 
automobile industries. 


Work 


Henry Ford made major contributions to the way work was done. He introduced the 8 hour workday 
and the 5-day work week, both revolutionary concepts. He introduced a standard wage — $5 per day, 


double the going rate. 
u U 
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Workers line up at Ford for jobs at $5 per day, double the 
normal rate of $2.34 


Some people now had a predictable work schedule, and a regular paycheck. They had leisure time, and 
perhaps extra money to buy a car or consumer goods. 


But not everyone worked in mass production factories. The most common job was still farmer, 
followed by retail and office workers, teachers, tradesmen, etc. Most of these jobs still had low pay. 
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Businesses made huge profits. 


Gross national product grew 40 percent between 1922 and 1929. Technology, led by electricity and the 
advent of the assembly line, led to a manufacturing boom. A Model T took 93 minutes to build instead 
of half day. By 1929, 20% of Americans owned an automobile. 


Ford, Chrysler and General Motors accounted for 12.7% of all revenues in the US and employed 7% of 
all factory workers. 


J C Penney, who had a few hundred stores in 1920, expanded his empire dramatically. He opened his 
500th store in 1924 and by the end of the decade, he had 1,000. 


People invested 


Many companies needed capital to expand. They often Ehe New Hock & k Times, B 
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preferred to raise that capital by selling stock or bonds on 





the stock market. 


For the first time, middle class people could invest by 





buying company shares or bonds. They were promised 
growth and dividends for their investment, and the 
promises delivered. 


By the mid-1920s, people bought the shares “on margin”, 


-The New York Times — July 15, "1928 


paying 10 per cent of the value and borrowing the rest. 
Thus, a small investment could leverage a large return. 


Income Inequality 


We go =~ wey! WAIT 
ron THE REST 
us! 


Like always, there were winners and losers. More than 60 per cent of 
Americans lived just below the poverty line. 


Income inequality reached staggering rates. The wealthy and middle 
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* 
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class profited. 


The incomes of the top 1% of Americans increased by 75% during the 
decade. The incomes of the remaining 99% increased by 9%. By the 
end of the ’20s, the top one percent of U.S. families had more wealth 





than 22 percent of the population. “Getting Ahead of the Band Wagon!” 
Los Angeles Times, 1928 
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Farmers suffered. They had been the mainstay of American life and the economy for generations. Now, 
in 1920, they needed machinery to compete, but couldn’t afford it on the scale of the family farm. 
Small farms lost their viability. 


Workers on farms and in small towns didn’t share equally in the robust economy. This was the start of 
a trend that would last for many decades. 


Coal mining was beginning to stagnate. Before the 20th century, coal ran the economy. Now, in the 
1920s, electricity was replacing coal as the power of choice. 


Generally, groups such as farmers, black Americans, immigrants, workers in the traditional industries 
and working class women did not enjoy the prosperity of the ‘Roaring Twenties’. 


U.S. Leadership 


The US became the richest country in the world 
and had the largest total GDP. Its industry was 
becoming based on mass production and 
consumerism. 





Timeline — 1923 






1923 Women show legs, Wear pa nts and fleshtone stockings, rouge lipstick 
1923 Oklahoma outlaws the theory of evolution in public school textbooks 
1923 President Harding dies, succeeded by Calvin Coolidge 

1923 Donald C Jarvis born to Ralph and Chleo in Larned Racal pale 
1923 Time Magazine published for the first time 

1923 George Gershwin publishes Rhapsody in Blue 

1923 Insulin is mass-produced for the treatment of diabetes 

1923 Yankee Stadium opens Its doors in the Bronx, New York City 

1923 Boardwalk at Coney Island officially opened 

1923 Roy and Walt Disney found The Walt Disney Company 
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The States Power Company 


By January 1924, Pawnee Power and Water Company and all the 
other C.L. Brown companies were merged into United Light and 





Power Company. = m 


Nathan Jones had risen to assistant treasurer, and Ralph Jarvis had moved up to head the construction 
division. 


But there was an opportunity in Oklahoma. 


The States Power Company had been organized by John D. Bomford and had contracted to supply 
transmission lines and electricity to nine towns in north central Oklahoma. 
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States Power Company — Service Towns 
Bomford had failed to perform. Some towns didn’t yet have the transmission lines. Those that did had 


spotty electrical service, and the company gave poor customer service. 


Opportunity knocks 


Robert Johnston of Oklahoma City proposed taking over the failed company. He wanted Jones to help 
him organize the deal. 


Nathan Jones had contracted to work for C.L. Brown for one year. Now that year was over. Jones quit 
his position. 


Bomford was happy to rid himself of States Power. Nathan Jones was appointed trustee of States 
Power to audit its finances and equipment. 
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Jones talked Ralph Jarvis into joining him. Ralph quit C.L. Brown 


and followed Nathan Jones. 


Jones would do the financial audit, and Jarvis would audit the 


lines and equipment. 


As Trustee, Jones was effectively running the States Power 
Company. He began a program to fix and upgrade the lines. Ralph 


Jarvis oversaw the work. 


It was a great PR move. The improvements were quickly noticed. 


Repairing High Line 

A force of men have been in Jet 
this week overhauling the light 
wires and have already made a 
vast improvement in the looks of 
the street. A number of dead 
wires and fold poles have been re- 
moved and others put in good 
shape. „It is hoped they will con- 
tinue the work until the entire 
system in the town is put in order. 

We understand the management 
of the high line has been placed in 
the hands of Nathan L. Jones as 
trustee and an effort will be made 
to build up the line and put it in 
shape to give good service —some- 
thing every user of juice has been 


praying for, 
The Jet Visitor —June 5, 1924 


Public Utility Investment Company 


Notice 


For the purpose of completing the 
audit of the States Power Company 
we want to know all creditors of: 


The States Power Company, 
The Pioneer Engineering Co. 
John D. Bomford Company. 


If you have a claim of any nature 
against either of these companies 
and have not sent a statement of 
it to the Trustee, please do so at 
once for we will close the books as 
soon as possible. 

NATHAN L. JONES, 
Trustee for the States Power Co. 


I M - — — lM 





The Jet Visitor — June 12, 1924 





Nathan Jones organized the Public Utility Investment Company (PUIC). The PUIC acquired the assets of 


States Power Company. 


We will see the PUIC often in the ensuing years. It was one of Jones’ main holding companies. Jones 


was the primary stockholder. Perhaps Ralph Jarvis and Robert Johnston had some shares. 
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The United Power Company 


Next Jones proposed forming the United Power 
Company, which would buy the assets from PUIC, 
and form contracts with the nine towns to take 
over responsibility to supply electricity. 


The corporation was to be formed by Jones, Jarvis, 


and Robert Johnston. | assume each had a 
substantial share. 


Nathan Jones was age 32. Ralph Jarvis was 30. 


A contract with each town 








Meet to Consider 
Formation of Company 











ENID, Aug. $.—rorty-two men, 
mayors and city officials of nearby 
cities, met at the Sanderson hotel 
to consider the proposition of form- 
ing a new light and power company. 
Nathan L. Jones, president of the 
new company, explained in detail 


The State Power company has sold 
its property in nine nearby cities to 
the public Utilities Investment com- 
pany. The new power company will 
purchase the property and fixtures 
from the Publie Utilities Investment 
company and will be known as the 
U nitec 































In addition to the purchase from 
the investment company, the new cor- 
poration plans to take over property 
owned by these nine towns in the sur- 


The corporation is being formed by 
Nathan L. Jones and R. H. Jarvis, 
both of Salina, Kan, and Robert 
Johnston of Oklahoma City. The 

















The Pawhuska Daily Capital — August 8, 1924 


The next job was to agree to franchise contracts with each town. Jones proposed that United Power 


would pay off $67,000 indebtedness and assume $21,000 of ongoing contracts. In return, each town 


would turn over all city-owned poles, meters, and equipment. 


United Power would be the retailer of electricity, and the rates would be guaranteed. The contract was 


to be for 25 years. 
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Each town held a special election. They really didn’t have much choice. If they didn’t approve Jones’ 
proposal, they would have to start from scratch. 


rm -= - 


LHE KING 
E 





PROCLAMATION | t: E By vit purp 
E as | the Conatibae atri 

By virtue of the authority|P | at pktssg, 
ii ate 

















fer i pë u ee 
(28) years free tet ; 
Ter the Tih == af Arig- | -i eee 1 EWH per month 
ast, ifti, in seeordance w i." aa 


the terms ef Ordinance Nefi 

Gat, 1 owes 

PROPOSITION NO. 2 
“Shall the agreement enter- 

than L. Janea, on the Tih day| [ker public ed into by said town with Na- 

a nnd raneteriag, am | iting elect | „on the 7th day 

heres ste he lect | itor fh wh T August, 1924, selling, con- 










“Shall the agreement eater- | APA under anil 


ed inte by madd town wih Me.) aMrs patie 
















+ ehh! Town of Mane. Major 
County, Okla, the follwing 
| Própèiitiim. toewik; 

f iL “Shell a -fremchias be 
ia crested te the United Power 
I Compens, a corporation of the 
Pais of Okleho ibs miceti- 




















FJ, i 
ee ee inaen and ie labia thers r month, q|veying and transferring, on 


































ets h i : à ; purposed be = nak W 
Pin right te constrart. maintain| with Ordinance Se. 38, passed sect Maintain and operate al 15-60 par month, certain terms and conditions 
sacs ef transmitting amd di | lent, abd Board of Trustees of |AF appliances "appurtenaaeer| of fak | therein stated, the electric 
teibeting elertrictty for light-|'he Tawa of Meno, Okis. on ard fixtire bo mring. 











flighting, distributing and pow- 
er system owned by the Town 
of Meno, Okla., if accordance 


b 


maintain wml operate therean |" 


b L-i T + 
be Tth day af Aurai, 1084, wires, cables and athar appii 


be rptified,* 
i } -TES 


ng, healing, uer n al 
Rurperes, m amd Ehrough ai 
aay of Mens, Map yes A. pasu ai s ei iire e = 
Siule of Oklrhinm, and far the i I oo TEEN | F 
porpose of gelling aml distrib Explanilare Mete: The mo alon of elecirbeliy port ihe | s 
thing wlecteleity io ihe aid ter will indicate hia prefer-/Uistribation and selling of 
tows and the public generally |tñre br samping et the place i raa io the ihi towa and the 
for à prèd ol twente-five] dealewaced in font of the word |." abitam: thereot for light: ahh 
12) pears [ram amd after che |" VES" or "HO", | ing, hentiog and power ame | 
The polla at said election a Ee fer which a 
cordance with the terma of Cr-|-hall be opened at 6:00 velk | SF De Pee i 
dimanre Ne. #5. pierd aad) A. M. and abal remis. open Sutin 1 oh piles. al 
appret by the President and (vaii F00 eclocrk P. M. on the | =P erected of maintsiced by 
Board of Tristes: of the Town | (60h day of September, TEH. 
of Sens. Obama. on the The result of ask] elertio 
Tth dar ef Augus 1926." thall be rurami to aad 
2. “Shall the agreement an- 
fered iaéo be asid iowa wEh 
Nathes L- Jarra, on the Tih|'awe of the Gate of Oklsho 
dar of Augums, 1O24 selling |ma, in such cose meade ond 
cearetigg and traneferting. an| provided. 
pertain terme anil cone ithe 































E rs tame 











Tik dar tf Auguri IPH, in we 












PROPOSITION NO.1 ” 


Se TrA ORE DEEDE T E 


Section 5. The achedyle of |' 






LIGHTING RATE 


nimum 31.00 net per met- 
|er Ber month, 


fon S. The frame 
hereby granted shall 


“Sh | 
alla franchise be gran Foerely stated, the electric} seal in the Tawm af Mena | | 1 
i 5 : rerein stated, the eects in k na. City and held harmina the ead) and duly wuthenticated cops rates and chargea are as fol- 

ed to the United Power Com- aee re Toon lbec ke day or Aurat, |ie from and arsine all iwa oe : plows: i 
: + A corporation of t = i 


with Ordinance Me. 30, passed T.E Uamh, (Pan oF property caused by! 
aml approved be the President) Preelident, Beard of Trustees, the consirection er malaken- 
and [bard of Trustota of Ube | Attest anre of any mreriure ar ap- 






hiie 
ba 
ihe 





net 
amil 





of Oklahoma, its succes- 



















BOF l eniga a ii wh dav at ‘Riese, 1924, be en ee teed in the bon carrie = | due nee wt la per month, |’ 
| J ae 2 raliis 35 k T e ag PIEN i . | - ss 

\|lthe right te construct, main- eid sleciion shall be, hell] ga a A eee te an of his diane, | ia s Folie zk ; | Next 50 KWH per month,|' 
tain and operate lines for the ait; amine Polling Plats, |wraniing to The United Power rates and charges are ah fel-("08 è Eder and perse- j)12%4c per KWH. i 
| purpose of transmitting and 3 At the Heimen of Chris canran. Aand | [owas RS j ia thereat, | Next 100 KWH per month]. 
| distributin į electricity for alg a orl oar L jar Ee a 10o por EWH ' 


imam. DI ret pir miet- 


All in excess of 200 KWH 



















= ’ wer and stale of Oklahoma ` : e mr manit, Er eee iw i t 

| MO me n Ae) through here sented ta Fonda Noting, beating, pamer and 15e per kwh per manth, marcin $ A sneclnl alee- | | Se Doon oi 10% will be | 
id wn of Meno Major = sti palling the tows of Meno, Maia Of lig.) per KWH. Fer manth, merman of abetting to the allowed if paid by the 10th of]; 

| County , State of Oklahoma, dp Mow, Harry A Decker, eroras ie amd saline sie <i Pe mema = thea tv, enue y wilde Wie inaa see pln i 
and for the purpose of selling Teao ta ke used at saja POBE senerally, ordering nlp tue epes T BA EWH eu) of the franchion karebe J ed. . 
land distributing electricity to en shall he substantially |emereryey i) leelaring an Diecut of 10° will be Bag ar di ll a HEATING &COOKING RATE|;: 
the said town and the public) PROPOSITION NO.1 "lban af intone of the’ pawn |The mnih reia thet ofl Orang hws ere a Minimum $2.50 net per met-|' 








tke 
“Shall a franchise be grast- of Meno, Majer Coumty, Okla, |" EN tht current waa comm. [the nrecden of the Paarl of er month 
ed te the United Power Com) Section i. aL Truster la F 
Baar, a corporation of the | hereinafter te at h MI HEATING BCOOKING RATE|and marina t aa nihere ~ 

i of Oklahoma, H: sorote (and designate the town of Mej Minimem $9.50 net per mei- )20d Petira of enak aparia] ajaz. 





generally for -a period of 
| es -five 25) _ 










nd after the h day o Ug „bora and amlga, giving to (no, Okla, and the word gramer month, ton fo bs Fald om sneh idate 
luat. 1924. in accordance with (Continued on Fest page} 
i 
= 
=a] 





Special Election for Meno, Oklahoma — The Ringwood Recorder - August 22, 1924 
Two factors helped win the day. First, people knew that Jones and Jarvis had experience, and had done 


a good job in their previous endeavors. Second, the improvements that Jones had implemented as 
trustee were noticed, and service had improved. 


Every town voted in favor, passing its resolution by a large margin. 


Let’s get to work 


The negotiations were over, the resolutions were passed. Now it was time to make good on the 
promises. 
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manager of United Power. 





—_————_—_—_— See a e a samm 


REBUILDING LINES 

The United Power Company 
has had a crew busy here this 
week building the electric light 
dis:ribution system in the town. 
New poles are being set, wires 
tightened and the whole sys- 
tem is being given a general 
verh: l4 


no 





da 
This Company has been giv- 


| MENO NEWS - 


Work on the high line extension 
ifrom Meno to Ringwood was started 
Monday by the United Power Com- 
pany and a force of men is busy with 
the preliminary work. The line will 
come down through Meno and follow 
the right of way of the Rock Island 
railroad to Ringwood. This change 
‘was made to avoid the telephone 
wires along the highway, according to 
R. H. Jarvis, general manager for the 








ing excellent service to the 
towns on tits lines ever since 
it got the lines in working or- 


United Power company who is in 
‘charge of construction, Mr. Jarvis 


states that they expect to have the 
line complete and have the current in 
Ringwood in about thirty days. | 


The Enid Events — April 23, 1925 


cer after taking over opera- 
t'on of the system about eight 
months ago. 





The Lahoma News — March 6, 1925 
The improvements weren't only building and repairing lines. Ralph also assigned customer service reps 


and invited customers to let their rep know of any problems. 


NOTICE 

R. M. Hiatt will be our res- 
resentative in Lahoma. An, 
trouble or any business yo. 
‘may have should be report 
ito him. 
| United Power Co., 
| R. H. Jarvis, Mer. 


The Oklahoma Democrat — October 23, 1924 


More towns sign on 


| 
| 
| 





City Firm Takes Over 
Medford Power 
The United Power company, 
with headquarters in Oklahoma 
City, took over operation of the 
municipal power plant at Med- 
ford. The citizens of Medford, 
at an election Monday, voted 222 
to 87 to sell the plant and grant 
a 20-year franchise to the power 
from maintenance and paren 
Ihe company expects to con- 
nect the town with its nearest 
“high line” at Jefferson, within 
the next sixty days. 
The Independent — December 3, 1925 


In May 1925, Ringwood, Oklahoma residents voted to contract 
with United Power. 


And in December 1925, Medford contracted with United. 
United Power bought Medford’s electric generating plant for 
$12,000 and connected it into 
their system. It saved Medford 


operating costs. 





Ripgwood a2 
Meno Lahoma 


fi 
| 
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Oklahoma Gas & Electric buys United Power 


Oklahoma Gas & Electric was on a buying spree. 


In May 1926, OG&E bought United Power. It was two years after Jones, Jarvis, and Johnston had 
organized United Power. 


In the 1890s, before Oklahoma was a state, entrepreneurs were investigating an emerging technology — 
electrification. Oklahoma Gas and Electric Company was the first in the state to implement this sought- 
after technology and, by 1928, was Oklahoma’s largest electric company. 


Oklahoma Gas and Electric website 


} ———————— OO - 
0. G. & E. TAKES OVER 
_ TWELVE ADDITIONAL TOWNS 





Announcement is made by J. F. 
Owens of Oklahoma City, vice-presi- 
‘dent and general manager of the Ok- 
lahoma Gas & Electric Company, of 
‘the consummation of a deal in which 
| the holding of the United Power com- 
, pany were purchased by the O. G. & 
| E. company. 
| The United Power company serves 
| Medford. Jefferson, Kremlin, Hills- 
idale, Nash, Jet, Helena, Ringwood, 
| Meno. Lahoma, Pond Creek and Gol- 
Itry. Arrangements have been made 
ifor the immediate transfer of the 
| property. The new territory will be 
operated under the supervision of the 
northern division of the 0. G. & E. 
‘company with division headquarters 
here. Lincoln Beerbower is the divis- 
jon manager. 





The Enid Events May 27, 1926 


OG&E acquisitions in the 1920s made it the largest electricity company in the state. During that 
decade, OG&E acquired 12 regional utilities. 


Nathan Jones was a rich man. Let’s hope Ralph Jarvis and Robert Johnston shared in the good fortune. 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties 


Social Issues 


The Roaring Twenties represented a significant shift in American cultural values, morals, and social 
roles. There were certainly socialites whose lifestyles were immortalized by F. Scott Fitzgerald. But 
there were many who resented the materialism and greed and inequality. 


For many Americans, the 1920s was a decade of poverty. More than 60 per cent of Americans lived just 
below the poverty line. 


Generally, groups such as farmers, black Americans, immigrants, workers in the traditional industries 
and working class women did not enjoy the prosperity of the ‘Roaring Twenties’. 


Social Critics 


Many social critics voiced their disgust in magazines and 
books and plays. 


Sinclair Lewis was a popular social critic. He wrote about 
working men and women and criticized American 
capitalism and materialism. Lewis was the first American 
writer to receive the Nobel Prize in Literature. 


Lewis’ book Main Street, published in 1920, was a huge 
success. Lewis’s agent made an optimistic projection the 
book would sell 25,000 copies. In its first six months, Main 
Street sold 180,000 copies. Total sales topped two million. 
The book made Lewis very rich, somewhat of a 
contradiction to his contempt of capitalism. 


Other social critics were Edith Wharton, H.L. Mencken, and 
more. 





Main Street — Sinclair Lewis — 1920 
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Racism 


Racism wasn’t new. Jim Crow laws and segregation and violence had been common since 
Reconstruction. But anti-black sentiment was increasing. 


The advertising industry was racist, depicting whites as professionals, husbands and wives, fathers and 
mothers, while showing blacks in secondary roles like servants or mammies. 


“Mammy sent dis ovah” 


JELLO 


as “America's Most Famow Dessert.” 





“There is only ONE CREAM f WHEAT” 





In 1919, race riots broke out in 25 cities. In 1922, the House of Representatives passed an anti-lynching 
bill, but the bill was defeated in the Senate by Southern Democrats. 


Tulsa Greenwood massacre 


Greenwood was a very successful African 
American section of Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


On May 31, 1921, a white girl accused a 
colored boy of assaulting her in a public 
elevator. Without trying to find out if the 
accusation was true, a mob began a wild 
rampage through Greenwood. 


They burned and looted homes and 
businesses and killed 300 people. 
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Religion 


Racism wasn’t limited to anti-black prejudice. There was growing anti-Semitic and anti-Catholic 
sentiment. 


Religious fundamentalists sought to enforce Christian Protestant orthodoxy to stave off progressive 
social thought. In 1925, John T. Scopes, a biology teacher in Dayton, Tennessee, was charged with 
teaching the theory of evolution. The “Scopes Monkey Trial” attracted national attention. Scopes was 
found guilty, but the fundamentalist beliefs became an object of national ridicule. 





John T. Scopes — Dayton, Tennessee high school teacher Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryant — lawyers 
H.L. Mencken’s on-site reporting on the Scopes Trial was widely read. Dayton citizens were outraged. 


On July 17, 1925, the Dayton newspaper had stories with these headlines: “Mencken Epithets Rouse 


Dayton’s Ire,” “Citizens Resent Being Called “Babbitts,’ ‘Morons,’ ‘Peasants,’ ‘Hill-Billies,’ and ‘Yokels,’” 
and “Talk of Beating Him Up.” 


Anti-Ilmmigration 


Anti-immigration sentiment grew. There were movements against 
immigrants from non-European countries. 


The open-door policies of past decades would close in 1921. 

The Emergency Quota Act of 1921 was passed to restrict the large 
influx of Southern and Eastern Europeans. It put low quotas on 
immigration from non-Western-European countries. 





l > Fao BI 
The Afro-American — Baltimore — 
proportionate to that ethnic group in the United States in 1890. February 20, 1926 





The Immigration Act of 1924 limited immigration to a fraction 
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The goal was to freeze the pattern of European ethnic composition, and to exclude almost all Asians. 
Hispanics were not restricted 


China, Bulgaria, Palestine and the African nations could send no more than 100 people. England and 
Northern Ireland could send 34,000, while Italy could send just under 4,000. 


History of American Journalism - The 1920s 
Ku Klux Klan 


All these feelings of racism, anti-Semitism, and anti-immigration fueled the membership of the Ku Klux 
Klan. In the early 20s, Klan membership exceeded five million. Besides illegal and terrorist activities, 
Klan members were elected to local and state political office. 





Ku Klux Klan march — Washington, D.C. — August 9, 1925 


Timeline — 1924 





1924 |The first Winter Olympic Games are held in the French Alps in Chamonix 
1924 IBM Corporation is founded 

| 1924 J. Edgar Hoover appointed head of FBI, will lead FBI for 48 years until 1952 
| 1924 Congress passes act making American Indians citizens of US 

1924 Lenin dies, Stalin wins power struggle and leads Soviet Union until 1953 
1924 First Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade is held 

1924 Nathan Jones and Ralph Jarvis form United Power in Oklahoma 

1924 Nathan Jones founds Public Utility Investment Company 

1924 Rhapsody in Blue, by George Gershwin, first performed in New York City 
1924 Coolidge first President to deliver a radio broadcast from the White House 
1924 Metro Goldwyn Mayer (MGM) is founded in Los Angeles, California 
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A Move to Salina 


Jones focused on his vision for the new Public Utility Investment Company. In late 1924, Nathan Jones 
moved his family from Abilene to Salina, Kansas. He opened a two-room office on the third floor of a 
bank in downtown Salina. 


The Public Utility Investment Co. 


aaa 316-317 National Bank of America 
Utilities Investments Bonds 
NATHAN L. JONES, President Phone 396 


SALINA CITY DIRECTORY (1925) 


Carlin Laura (wid Hugh), r 130 S Front 

Carlin Mary, tchr, h 130 S Front 

Carlin Robt M (Bertha), lab, rms 216 N 8th 

Carlin Samuel, h 124 S Front 

Carlisle Earl W, salsn Carlisle Radio Co, rms 117 N College 


av 

CARLISLE RADIO €O THE (Roscoe C Carlisle), Whole- 
sale and Retail Radio Sets and Equipment, 112 S Santa Fe 
av, Tel 480, (See right side lines and p 66) 


SNOILVSILSSAN] - SLIGNY 
NVW-ANYL3H93S 'NNNA A'L 
WHY SVSNV™ 





R.L. Polk — Salina City Directory — 1925 
Nathan Jones had organized The Public Utility Investment Company (PUIC) in 1924. He used it as a 


holding company to acquire the assets of the defunct States Power Company in Oklahoma. 


There he organized United Power Company, which bought the assets from PUIC. Complicated. More on 
that later. 


Once United Power of Oklahoma was a signed deal, Jones turned the implementation over to Ralph 
Jarvis. And Ralph delivered. The United Power takeover was a big success. 


Ralph Jarvis was vice-president 


Nathan Jones made Ralph the vice president of Public Utility Investment 


| prone} Company. 


Ralph Jarvis had managed the United Power project in Oklahoma. Ralph 





had been involved in many projects and knew what was needed and how 
to execute the projects. 


Nathan Jones would count on Ralph Jarvis to oversee all construction and engineering for any of the 
acquired utility companies. 
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Ralph needed to be in Salina 


To be successful, Ralph needed to be in the Salina office when he wasn’t traveling. But Ralph was still 
living in Larned. 


|) WALTER H.JONESREALTYCO, The C. W. Lynn Abstract Co. 


Let Us Serve You. . LYNN ) 
| Office over Penney’s Phone 246 i iti 115 S. 7th Tel. 71 


(1925) R. L POLK & CO.'S. SALINA CITY DIRECTORY (1925) 


TARVIS RALPH H V- Pres Public Utility Investment Co, 


Larned Kans 


la re av 
JARVIS RALPH H V. Tees ‘Public Utility Investment Co, r Jewell Frank, lab, rms 445 S 11th 
Kans Jilka Edw H (Mary), prop, r 712 W South 
aurez Beastua, lab, Jilka on (Agnes F), (Gebhardt & Jilka Furniture Co), r 
Jaurez Mary, lab, h 438 N 2d 447 S 8th 
Jaurez Merced Ler ER lab Cultra Poultry Co, r 438 N 2d Jimenez Francisco (Ysidra), lab, r 402 N Front 
Jaurez Tuz, lab, h 438 N 2d Jirak Jno H (Dora), foremn Arnold Automobile Co, r 428 
Jay Amos W (Neola), line mn United Power & Lt Corp, r W ashn av 





R.L. Polk — Salina City Directory — 1925 


Chleo, we need to move <} 
< 
eo 
Ralph and Chleo had been living with Chleo’s mother 
Anna Webb since they were married in late 1919. 
Now, five years later, a move became necessary. 


With Ralph traveling so much, Chleo liked living with 
her mother. Maybe she and Ralph would have a bit 
more time together with Ralph spending more time 
in the Salina office. Whatever her thoughts, Chleo 
agreed. 


In 1925, Ralph was age 31 and Chleo was 25. 





Chleo, Mel 3, Anna Webb, Don 1 — 1924 
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The boys 


In 1925, Mel was age 4 and Don was 2. 





Mel, age 4 and Don, age 2—c 1925 
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Mel and Don Jarvis, with Chleo (I) and unknown girl (r)-c 1925 
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The move 


In 1925, the Jarvis family moved from Larned to Salina. They rented a house on Santa Fe Avenue, and 
then on West South Street. 


They moved to Salina the next year, to a house at 6 Santa Fe, but only 
stayed in that house for a short time. The house had a coal furnace converted to oil, 
and with a small baby crawling on the floor it was impossible to keep him clean. So 
F6|W.Seuth 
they moved to Coitegée. Their next move was to 955 South Ninth, then to the farm 
on Haskett. Ralph was working for the Public Utilities and Investment Company at 
this time. 


Jarvis Story — Doris Gibson 


955 South 9t Street 




















— 





“DEED RECORD No. 85 _ 


In July 1926, Ralph and Chleo bought a house | ~ GENERAL WARRANTY 


Tac a “me ae 


a 
STATE OF KANSAS, SALINE COUNTY, 88. 


and moved to 955 South 9th Street in Salina. LLG r 


M 
Pope” E 









They purchased the house from R.L. 
Grossnickle for $1,625. They would make 
quarterly payments of $125 until the balance 
was paid. (The promissory note was paid off in 
July 1928.) 





An amazing coincidence 


While researching in Salina, we visited the EEE S EEES SN EEE ha AA S A E 
thereunto belon o ywise appertaining, forever. 
And said Soh pokes ae o n y parte : 





Smoky Valley Genealogical Society. It’s run by 


SOTO O HOH HOH fj TESTS OE OHSEHESESETES OHH HOHE HHS OTTE EEE ESSE SEO EH OE ER HEHE TERE HET EO ORES ESSE EES E EEE EE HEE EE ESSE Babes eeeeseress 





: heirs, executors or administrators, do.... h y covenant, promise and agree, to and with said 










volunteers, so you must make an Pgh a ho nee abr plo in iad aiiiar toe rate ee 
intment, and a volunteer meets you and AA DE LDA E r tae wm. wy AKU 
appoin ) y E DE E A IAN AEDE E y 





hosts your visit. Our volunteer was Mary Jane A. Sangia a Jot mema a 
assigna, against ¢-<,-of the first part, ... E7 aaa TETT rs, and all and every 
McIntire. She was a pleasant and informative RAS WEER BOT, Ta oul part dote of the fiat pt À A 


host. 


While searching real estate tax records to find 
where Ralph and Chleo Jarvis lived, we were 





looking for a tax record for Lot 27 Block 12 in 





strument p ing, and such-porson. . g Fanar a alt à the execution pf the ” 
Pee r ' IN WHEREOF, I have hereunto-set-my f my 4 
the Bonds Addition. Mary mentioned that her i—_ <->  L 





7g [Em ‘ = j sE ae NE es ree eS ee ee ee ot ere 


home was in the Bonds Addition. 
Deed — 955 South 9th St. — 1926 
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“I live at 955 South 9th Street,” she offered. 
“What?” | replied in shock. “That’s the address where Ralph and Chleo lived!” 


Sure enough, Mary lives in the very house where Ralph and Chleo Jarvis had lived. She was kind 
enough to let us tour the house. It’s eerie to visit a house where your grandparents and father lived in 
the 1920s. 


Thank you, Mary. 





955 South 9th Street, Salina, Kansas 
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Jarvis family - 955 South 9th Street, Salina - 1926-1929 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties — Media 


The 1920s were the “Golden Age of Radio.” Radios were first sold to 
consumers in 1920. By 1929, more than five million radios were 


sold every year. 


The first commercial broadcast was a news program from Detroit in 
1920, followed the same year by KDKA in Pittsburgh. Pretty boring 5 
programming, mostly speeches, lectures, news, and music. Early radio 





In four short years, by 1924, there were 600 stations across the country, and programming had shifted 


to mostly music with occasional news interruptions. 
RCA’s Radiola was the first popular radio, selling for $35. 


By 1929, 40 percent of the population owned radios, some 12 million 
households. They tuned in to hear music, sports, and popular stars like Al 
Jolson and Amos and Andy. 





RCA “Radiola |” radio 


David Sarnoff 


The creator of the National Broadcasting Company who helped develop television. 
Sarnoff became the most powerful figure in the communications and media industries. 
He claimed to have scooped the world on the Titanic disaster, staying at his telegraph 
key for 72 hours. In 1915, he submitted a memo to the Marconi Wireless Telegraph 
Company of America, which granted him $2,000 to develop his idea for a “radio music 
box.” By 1924, the box had sold $83 million worth of units. 


History of American Journalism - The 1920s 


William S. Paley 


Radio tycoon who headed the Columbia Broadcasting System. Paley was regarded as a 
programming genius who rewrote the nation’s definition of entertainment and news. In 
1928 he bought S50 worth of advertising on Philadelphia station WCAU for his father’s 
company, La Palina Cigars. Sales skyrocketed and the family ended up buying a chain of 
stations, which Paley renamed the Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS). 





History of American Journalism - The 1920s 
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Radio Advertising 


Radio advertising became the first platform for mass marketing. With radio, advertisers could reach a 
national audience, and do it immediately. It began a trend that has dominated advertising since. 


Sports on Radio 


Radio brought large spectator sports like baseball, prizefights, horse races, and college football into 
Americans’ living rooms for the first time. By increasing interest in sports, radio paradoxically led to 
greater attendance at live events. Broadcasting the 1921 World Series between the Giants and 
Yankees, for instance, boosted attendance at ballparks the next year. 


In St. Louis, KMOX’s 50k-watt AM transmitter broadcast Cardinals games across the Midwest and as far 
south as Texas, creating a regional fan base. 


Film / movies 


Motion pictures started to come of age in the 1910s, but the 
‘20s saw the first large-scale proliferation of theaters. 


Movies boomed, ending the era of live vaudeville. Going to a 
movie was inexpensive and accessible, as neighborhood 
theaters expanded during the decade. 


At the beginning of the decade, films were silent and colorless. 
But technological advances came fast and furious. 


e /n 1922, the first all-color feature, The Toll of the Sea 
was released. 
e /n 1926, Don Juan had synchronized music and sound 
effects, but no voice 
e Jn 1927, The Jazz Singer had recorded singing by Al Jolson 
e In 1928, Lights of New York was the first all-talking feature film 








ə /n 1928, Steamboat Willie was the first cartoon with full soundtrack, starring Mickey Mouse 


Movie stars 


Movie stars became national celebrities. For the first time, fans could watch and hear the stars in the 
movies. 
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Rudolph Valentino, Douglas Fairbanks, John Barrymore, Greta Garbo, and Clara Bow became 
household names during the Roaring Twenties. 





7 


Silent movie star Rudolph Valentino was one of Hollywood's first sex symbols, starring in films such 
as The Sheik before his untimely death at age 31 in 1926. 





Mae West Charlie Chaplin Mary Pickford 


Rudolph Valentino 


Phonograph 


The phonograph was not far behind the radio in importance. The 1920s saw the record player enter 
American life in full force. Piano sales sagged as phonograph production rose from just 190,000 in 1923 
to 5 million in 1929. The popularity of jazz, blues, and “hillbilly” music fueled the phonograph boom. 


The Formation of Modern American Mass Culture 


Magazines 


News and lifestyle magazines found a national subscriber base in the 20s. The colorful publications told 
people about news, fashion, sports, and hobbies. Advertisers used flashy ads in magazines to sell 
consumer products. 


Henry Luce 


Henry Luce, along with Briton Hadden, launched Time magazine in 1923. The magazine 
developed innovative approaches to news coverage, including packaging the news in 
topical units and replacing standard newspaper prose with a catchy narrative style. From 


the start, | ime was accused of bias; Luce and Hadden were conservatives who opposed 





government interference of business. After Hadden died in 1929, Luce went on to build a 


media empire that included Fortune, Life, Sports Illustrated and Time-Life books. 


History of American Journalism - The 1920s 
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Popular magazines 


Popular magazines included Reader's Digest (founded in 1922), ime (founded in 1923), 
Vanity Fair, and even Vogue. Reader's Digest, Time, and Life were very informational 


magazines with detailed facts about current events, while Vanity Fair & Vogue both set trends 
and influenced many of the fashion trends during the 1920s. 


Culture of the 1920s 


Readers Digest — December 1929 














Saturday Evening Post 
September 3, 1922 


Time cover — Vol 1 No 1 — Joseph G 
Cannon — March 3, 1923 


Timeline 1925 


1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 
1925 





Ben Teply (2G) dies in Kansas City Veterans Hospital, buried in Hanover, KS 


First Grand Ole Opry radio broadcast 

Nellie Ross inaugurated in Wyoming as first US woman governor 
Tennessee passes law against teaching evolution in public schools 

F. Scott Fitzgerald publishes The Great Gatsby, Hitler publishes Mein Kampt 
Sears Roebuck opens first retail store in Chicago after catalogs since 1893 
Ralph Jarvis is vice-president of Public Utility Investment 

Ralph and Chleo Jarvis move from Larned to Salina 

First issue of The New Yorker magazine Is published by Gaven Sydnes 
Scopes “Monkey Trial” begins in Dayton, Tennessee 

Teacher John T Scopes found guilty of teaching evolution and fined $100 
New York City becomes largest city in world, taking the lead from London 
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Public Utility Investment Company 


Nathan Jones had organized The Public Utility Investment 


| | 
Company (PUIC) in 1924. It was used to purchase the assets of à PUBLIC UTILITY 7 
States Power Company in Oklahoma, and then to sell the assets ESTME, 


NATHAN L. JONES, President _ 
SALINA KANSAS 


to the newly formed United Power Company. 





It was a holding company that could own assets and shares of utility companies. The company could 
also sell investments like stock shares and bonds to raise money. That money could then be used to 


acquire other utility companies. 





58 INVESTMENTS 


The Public Utility 


Inve: 


ATHA 


www The Public Utility 


kanas Investment Co. 


wsd f Pu NATHAN L. JONES, President 





The Unit 316-317 National Bank of America Bldg. Phone 396 
The Southe Utilities Investments Bonds 


We Finance 


The Put We Ba | Public Utility Properties 
eve 


rpposite 


Representing 


The United Power Company 
The Southern Kansas Power Co. 


and in every trust capacity 
WE BUY AND SELL CITY AND FARM LOANS 
a ó Telephone 98 


We offer various forms of Desirable Investments to meet the 
requirements < e investor 


R.L. Polk — Salina City Directory — 1925 
In its earliest ad, the company listed two utilities — The United Power Company of Oklahoma, which 


Jones and Jarvis had just completed, and The Southern Kansas Power Co., which was Jones’ very first 


endeavor, and which he had never sold. 


The ad listed Investments and Bonds, but l'Il bet there weren’t many at that time. 


An ambitious vision 


Like always, Nathan Jones thought big. He had experienced his own successes in building and selling 


businesses, and he had already amassed a fortune. 


Jones had learned a lot from working for C.L. Brown. Brown had started some 85 companies, from 
utilities to telephone companies to life insurance. Nathan Jones was just as ambitious. 
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Not much regulation 


The utility industry in the 1920s was the wild, wild west. Other than i Announcement 
obtaining a state charter to organize a business, there weren't many = Before investing your mosey 


investigate the First Mortgage 
Collateral Gold Bonds of The 

* Central States Telephone and 
Power Company. 


regulations or enforcement. 


AVNNNGULAVANLLONLUULAOUNELLULIOOLLUCUELLY 





Buying and selling local utility companies was happening all over the 1% 
country. They were bought and sold by companies like those of Nathan | SAFETY-SECURITY-cooD YIELD. ji 
Jones and C.L. Brown and many others. - JNVESIMENT = 
|| SUCOMPANYSS |E 
Between 1919 and 1927, 3,700 local power companies went out of = NATHAN L. JONES, President |B 
business; by 1930, 10 holding companies supplied 72 percent of the KAAN E 
nation’s electricity. | The — ALINA, K ANSAS Co. z 
Electric consumer appliances proliferate 1920 REA o o ra va qM 
| nvestm e nts The Burr Oak Herald, September 9, 
1926 


Beginning in 1925, Jones began building a sales organization. He had a 
staff in Salina and began hiring sales reps in major towns around Kansas. 


The sales department was responsible for selling bonds and stock shares. If the PUIC found a local 
utility that could be acquired, they would write a bond issue to raise the purchase money. They would 
stress the safety of investing in public utilities and promise a 7% return. 


Besides sales representatives, the company ran major newspaper ad campaigns. 


Acquisitions 


—- -—— — -r 


Acquisitions were the engine of growth. Throughout 1926 APPROVE PHONE CO. SALE 





and 1927, PUIC added local utility companies to their holdings 
It was announced late last week 


at a breakneck pace. It required bond issues and stock sales that the recent sale of the Ellis Tele- 
and lots of investors. phone Company to the Public Utility 
Investment Company, Salina has been 

The acquisition was often like the example shown here, approved by the State: Public Service 
where the PUIC bought out a privately-owned telephone Commission. The exchange was pur- 
chased from Maria R. Hull, owner, 
company in a small town. and involved a consideration of yo 


600.—Ellis “Headlight. . . - 


If PUIC owned the telephone companies in nearby The Collyer Advance — June 7, 1928 


towns, they could be merged. 
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Construction and Engineering 


Ralph Jarvis headed the Construction and Engineering operation. When a local utility was acquired, 
Ralph oversaw any repair and upgrades and construction required. 


Often, Ralph was the person that represented PUIC in negotiations that led up to an acquisition. He 
had the perfect experience to evaluate what improvements were needed, and the engaging 
personality to negotiate with the owners or town officials. 


Appear to Buy Plant Notice Ralph was representing the Western Light and 


After allowing bills the city com-;| power Company. The PUIC holding company had more 
missioners of Caldwell listened to 


R. H. Jarvis of the Western®Light) and more subsidiaries. Many subsidiaries were regional 
and Power company and Joe Eason| utilities. 
of the Anthony salt plant both of 
whom wish to buy the city li ht | 
and power plant. Both prospective | 
bidders suggested that the city) 
commissioners ask for bids on the! 
plant, choose the best one and let 


the voters pass upon the matter of 
granting a franchise. 





Blackwell Morning Tribune — October 1, 1927 


Holding Companies 


To help finance the great expansion, the utility industry exploited a financial innovation known as the 
“holding company.” 


The holding company would buy the majority 
of voting stock of an operating utility, and 


then control that utility. If the holding 
company owned other operating utilities, it 


could merge them or at least combine 


m = 
2 E. 


administrative services. 





The holding company could also offer 





management and engineering and other 
services, charging for these services. 





Here’s a diagram showing the complicated HC = Holding Company OU = Operating Utility 
ways holding companies and operating 
utilities could be organized. 
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Cheap to buy an operating utility 


A holding company was also a way to leverage money. The holding company could acquire an 
operating utility for about 40% of its capital value. Here’s how... 


Typically, an operating utility, like many that Nathan Jones organized, raised capital in three ways: 


e Common stock — sold to shareholders, this was the voting stock that controlled the company 
e Preferred stock — sold to investors, this stock paid dividends, but isn’t voting stock 
e Bonds- sold to investors, bonds were a loan from the investor that paid back with interest 


Here’s an example. Let’s say a $100,000 operating utility had been organized in this way: 


e Common stock 40% $40,000 
e Preferred stock 25% $25,000 
e Bonds 35% 535,000 

e Total $100,000 


If a holding company bought all the common stock of this operating utility for $40,000, it would have 
voting control. It would control a $100,000 operating utility. That’s a bargain. 


Now, let’s raise capital for the new holding company so we can 
buy the utility for $40,000. Let’s raise the capital for the holding 
company in the same manner. 


e Common stock 40% $16,000 
e Preferred stock 25% $10,000 
e Bonds 35% $514,000 

e Total $40,000 


So we can put up $16,000 to own all the shares of the holding 





company, sell preferred stock and bonds to investors, and 
purchase an operating utility worth $100,000. 


Sweet, huh? And we could organize another holding company to buy the first holding company, which 
owns the utility. Like a pyramid or Ponzi scheme. 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties 


Jazz 


The 1920s are sometimes called the Jazz Age. Of all American music, jazz 
became the mainstream new music of a generation. 


Spellings such as “jas”, “jass” and “jasz” were seen until 1918, when the 
word “jazz” came into wide usage as a music genre. 


New Orleans 





Since the turn of the century, New Orleans had been the epicenter of a 


different type of music called “The new Orleans sound.” By 1920, it was Jas’ Band sheet music cover 
from 1916 


called New Orleans jazz. 


In the early 20s, there was an exodus of jazz 
musicians from New Orleans. They moved north, 
settling in cities that offered opportunities for 
their music. 


Different cities developed different styles of jazz. 





Chicago 
Chicago in the 1920s held great opportunities for musicians. Prohibition had sparked tremendous 


growth in speakeasies and dance clubs, many run by gangsters. King Oliver’s Creole Jazz Band brought 
a bluesy sound and exciting rhythm. 
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New York 


The early New York Jazz music was influenced by ragtime music, which had 
been popular there in the early 1900s. After The Original Dixieland Jazz Band 
played on Broadway, jazz musicians imitated the New Orleans sound. The 
1920s proved to be a Golden Age of jazz in New York. 


Jazz became the music of choice in New York during the 20s. There were 
many speakeasies and dance clubs. Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington 





were two of many big-name jazz entertainers. 


. m n . Duke Ellington - c 1925 
Jazz music began as “underground” music but exploded into the i 


mainstream. Jazz was the most popular form of music for young people. 


Broadway contributed to this more mainstream jazz. In 1924, George Gershwin wrote Rhapsody in 
Blue, one of the best jazz compositions. Many more famous jazz standards followed in Broadway plays, 
like Blue Skies and Ain’t Misbehavin’ and Honeysuckle Rose. 


Kansas City 


Kansas City was a jazz band Mecca. There was a jazz 











club on nearly every street corner. In one six-block 
district, there were over fifty jazz joints. 


The city was segregated, but black jazz musicians 
were in high demand in white clubs and dance halls. 
Count Basie and Charlie “Bird” Parker were two of 
many famous musicians. 





Kansas City clubs — 1920s 


Bennie Moten’s band — Kansas City — c 1925 
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County Western 


Country Western music also garnered a 
wide audience in the 20s. The radio spread 
the music across the nation. The Grand Ole 





Opry was founded on November 28, 1925, 


Grand Ole Opry — 1st broadcast — November 28, 1925 





by George D. Hay as a one-hour radio 
“barn dance” on WSM. Its weekly 
broadcast made Nashville the capital of country music. 


The first great country act, the Carter Family, borrowed from black gospel, including what later 
morphed into folksinger Woody Guthrie’s iconic Depression-era hit “This Land Is Your Land.” 


Dance 


At the turn of the century, the Waltz and the Tango were considered 
scandalous because they involved physical contact between dance 


partners. 


Now, in the 1920s, new more daring dances 
were introduced. Young people were doing 
the Charleston. Freed of corsets and floor- 
length dresses, women twisted their feet, 





kicked their legs, and swung their arms e <arteni ES 


across the dance floor Charleston dancer — 1920s 


Older generations stayed with the waltz and tango, but perhaps to more 
lively music. The foxtrot became a dance for all ages. Other popular dances 
included “Black Bottom,” “Raccoon,” “Varsity Drag,” and “Collegiate Hop.” 





Older generation dances- By 1927, the Lindy Hop, named for Charles Lindbergh, became the favorite 


ames dance. 
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Dance Clubs 


Dance clubs were everywhere, helped along by prohibition. They were in speakeasies, but also public 
dance halls where you might bring a hidden bottle. 


mitt 





City Activities With A Dance Hall 
1930 


aN A 
oT 
~~)» 


— Thomas Hart Benton — Cotton Club — Harlem — 1920s 





Some dance clubs attracted a multi-racial clientele. Others, like the famous Cotton Club in Harlem 
featured black performers but catered to a white clientele. Duke Ellington’s band entertained at the 
Cotton Club. 


Timeline — 1926 





1926 Ralph and Chleo Jarvis (1G) move to 955 $ 9th Street, Salina, Kansas 
1926 Priscilla Anne Cheney born March 9 to Ralph and Emily in Salina Kansas 
1926 NBC radio network is formed, with 24 stations 

1926 A.A. Milne publishes Winnie the Pooh 

1926 Henry Ford announces the 40-hour work week 


1926 US Route 66 is opened from Chicago to Los Angeles 
1926 Ralph and Chleo Jarvis buy house at 955 $ 9th in Salina 
| 4926 Congress passes the Air Commerce Act, licensing pilots and planes 
| 1926 The College Board administers the first SAT 
| 1926 The National Bar Association incorporates in the United States 
1926 The restoration of Colonial Williamsburg begins 
1926 Robert Goddard launches first liquid-tuel rocket, at Auburn, Massachusetts 
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A New Office 


Acquisitions were booming. Investment sales were booming. Home office staff was booming. 


Public Utility Investment Company invested in a much larger office. It was on the second floor of 
businesses along Santa Fe Avenue, the main street in Salina. 


el 


cS 
THE PUBLIC yTILITY INV 


ESTMENT co 


en Co 
jvesT#e 
PATUA 
THE PUBL 





Public Utility Investment Company — new offices — 1927 


tà We take pleasure in Announcing 

. the Formal Opening of our new General Offices 

the new office Space. at 113 North Santa Fe Avenue 
Salina, Kansas 

Saturday, December 17th, 1927 







By the end of 1927, PUIC was moving into 






Nathan Jones, ever the promoter, ordered a 
22-page special edition of The Salina Journal 
to evangelize the company and its 
accomplishments. 


And the accomplishments were impressive! 
The company was just three years old. Here 
are some highlights. 





WESTERN POWER, LIGHT & TELEPHONE CO. THE MOUNT VERNON TELEPHONE CO. 










THE CENTRAL STATES TELEPHONE & POWER CO. AUSTIN-INLAND TELEPHONE CO. 

THE MIDWEST TELEPHONE & POWER CO. THE UNION TELEPHONE CO. 

THE GENERAL ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION CO. THE KINGFISHER TELEPHONE CO. 

THE WESTERN LIGHT & POWER CO. THE KANSAS-OKLAHOMA UTILITIES CO. 
THE WESTERN TELEPHONE CO. THE COMMONWEALTH TELEPHONE CO. 
THE MIDLAND TELEPHONE CO. THE AMERICAN ICE CO. 






THE WEST MISSOURI TELEPHONE CO. THE CITY ICE & DELIVERY CO. 
MISSOURI VALLEY TELEPHONE CO. 






The Salina Journal -Supplement — December 14, 1927 
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SALINA, KANSAS 






-Endsley Jones A 
= 


RH-Jarvis - Pi 4 Ag 2 


Vice President 


Here’s the page of the company officers. Ralph Jarvis’ department 


[ae =< i | 





It is a group of companies engaged in operating Thousands of miles of lines are in 
public utilities and rendering service of an essential S supplying on predicts a Sree: 
nature to people of many communities, as well as to corvice. to ‘patrons, with mote auiet comes 
investors whose funds make possible the purchase and . 


development of these utilities. 


Seventeen companies in four states are included in ` 
—————————_—_—_—_—_— 





the 











AINTAIT 


A good overview of what the company does 
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Here are some of the other pages, just to get a sense of the promotional impact. 
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Photos of new office Map of Holdings Power and Light Properties 
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American Ice Company Kiowa, Kansas power and water Insurance Department 
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History and resumes — Ralph Jarvis resume 


Can you believe it? 


The growth of the company is unbelievable. It had been just three years since Nathan Jones moved to 
Salina and opened an office. It had been just four years since Jones and Ralph Jarvis organized the 
United Power of Oklahoma. 


Now there was a company of 700 employees serving 35,000 utility customers in 100 towns. And 
hundreds of investors holding bonds and preferred stock. 


Nathan Jones was age 35. Ralph Jarvis was 33. 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties 


Automobiles and mass production 


In our stories this far, we’ve already seen the impact of the automobile on the 1920s. The auto 


arguably had the most impact in the 20s, though some might choose electricity as the top dog. 


The big three were Ford, Chrysler and General Motors. Their size was staggering. They employed 7% of 


all factory workers. They accounted for 12% of all business revenue in the country. 





They produced cars in huge numbers and therefore more cheaply. The price of a car dropped from 


$940 in 1920 to $290 in 1929. 


Impact on other industries 


We've already seen the automobile’s influence on other 


industries, like steel production, road building, service stations, 


and the oil and gas industry. 


Mass production was begun for other products, like Coca-Cola, 


radios, chocolates (eventually 25 million Hershey’s Kisses® per 
day). These other companies applied mass-production 
assembly lines and built global businesses. Most had five-day, 
40-hour weeks and paid fair wages in a safe workplace. 


But in this story, let’s talk about the automobile itself. 


Before WWI, cars were a luxury good 





TT. gt 
NA AISSES 
ya "ig, DELICIOUS 
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MADE IN CHOCOLATE TOWN 
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— 
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a 


pg cy wsdl ag SSES 
TAG “HERSHEY'S” 


Horsti Smm uer | 


Advertisement showcasing the new 


“identification tag,” more often referred to 


as the paper “plume” for the Hershey’s 
KISSES wrapper, 1921 


The number of autos more than tripled during the 1920s, to some 26 million registered in 1929. For the 


first half of the decade, Henry Ford’s Model T accounted for nearly half of car sales. 


Ford Model T 


The first Model T rolled off the production line in 1908. It was an instant success, even at the 


exorbitant price of almost $900. 
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Henry Ford knew a good thing. Don’t mess with success. Year after year, the Model T accounted for 
more than half of all cars sold. The design didn’t change much. Ford said, “You can have the car in any 


color you want, as long as it’s black.” 


YF 
- 






Ralph Jarvis and Model T — Greensburg, 
Indiana — c 1915 





Ralph Jarvis and Model T — at Rock 
House —c 1919 





- 


Model T’s in downtown Larned —c 1917 








Jim Webb and Model T — c 1920 
Company — 1920 
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By 1923, Ford’s crew could bang out a Model T every 30 seconds, with each car taking about 90 
minutes to build. 
Between 1908 and 1927, 15 million “Tin Lizzies” rolled off the assembly line. 


Because of efficiency of scale, the price plummeted from $850 to $260, making it affordable for the 
middle-classes. By the mid-20’s there was a market in used cars, offering mobility to the lower middle- 


classes. 


Trucks 


The Model T chassis could be converted into pickups, delivery trucks, etc. Farmers and businesses 
were early adopters. The Model T as a truck could transport farm products, animals, and other cargo. It 
could even be used by utility companies to build transmission lines. 





Model T truck — c 1920 


Other manufacturers 


GM and Chrysler gained ground on Ford during the 20s. The Model T had never changed, while GM 
and Chrysler were introducing new technology, like hydraulic brakes and electric starters. GM 
introduced different colors and yearly model changes. 
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Ford Model A 


Finally, in 1927, Ford executives held an intervention with Henry Ford. They insisted that the company 
needed to offer a more modern product. Henry finally relented. 


The Ford Model A was the company’s second success. Model A production ran four years, 1928 to 
1931. The price range was $500 to $1,200. 


Here’s Ralph Jarvis and his 1928 or 1929 Ford Model A roadster. As the article notes, Ralph had 
upgraded from a Model A to a Lincoln. 


Ed. Note: Coincidentally, my first car was a 1929 Ford Model A roadster, just like Ralph's. 





NONCHALANCE! 


From the ease and assurance with which 
the above gentleman leans upon this 
wealthy cousin of a new Ford you would 
think he owned it, now wouldnt you? 
Well, he does—and all installments paid. 


This is Mr. Ralph H. Jarvis in person. 
Our senior Vice-President has just given 
our Kiowa light plant and the city of 
Kiowa, Kansas, the once-over and seems 
to be pretty well satisfied with what he 
found. Back on page 4 there is a better 
picture of him. By the way, he stoops 
lower nowadays when he embarks in his 
“Linkin” automobile; he is wearing a 
brand new derby, black, not brown. 


The Parade — Public Utility Investment Company newsletter — January 
1929 
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Women in cars 


Advertisers targeted women in car ads. Most buyers and 
drivers were men, but advertisers recognized a huge 


additional market. 
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Women in cars hit the 
art market too. Here’s 
one of artist Tamara de 
Lempicka’s most 
recognizable works, a 
self-portrait of her ina ee sy to Drive 
green Bugatti in 1929. pedal action—e 





Chevrolet ad — 1920s 


Self-portrait in a green Bugatti — Tamara 
de Lempicka — 1929 


Timeline — 1927 


1927 
1927 
1927 
Ez 
| 1927 
| 1927 
| 1927 
| 1927 
1927 
1927 
1927 
1927 












































| 
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The first transatlantic telephone call is made trom New York City to London 
Charles Lindbergh makes 1st solo transatlantic flight in Spirit of St Louis 
Gutzon Borglum begins work on Mount Rushmore, finished 14 years later 
The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences is founded 

The first talkie motion picture release, The Jazz Singer 

Philo Taylor Farnsworth demonstrates prototype television 

The BBC Is founded 

Mae West sentenced to ten days In Jail for “corrupting morals of youth" 
CBS is formed, goes on the air with 47 radio stations. 

Pan American Airways PANAM first flight from Key West to Havana 

The play Show Boat, based on Edna Ferber’s novel, opens on Broadway 
The Holland Tunnel opens to traffic under the Hudson River in New York City 
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Extended Family 


Ralph and Chleo Jarvis settled into a new way of life in Salina. They were in a home of their own. 


> aa 






Chleo’s mother Anna Webb visited occasionally. Since Chleo and 
Ralph had been living with Anna in Larned, Chleo kept in close 
contact with her extended family. 


In 1927, Ralph was age 33 and Chleo was 27. The boys were growing. 
Mel was age 6 and Donnie was 4. 


At work, Ralph was climbing up the ladder very quickly. He surely had 
a good income. | imagine Chleo had every new electric appliance. 





Ralph and Chleo Jarvis with Don and 
Mel — 1927 





Mel, Ralph, and Don Jarvis — c 1928 


Let’s catch up with Ralph’s extended family. We haven’t talked about them since Ralph left 
Greensburg, Indiana for Kansas in 1916. Ralph visited his mother in Indiana in 1919, on his way home 
from his WWI military deployment. 


105 


Family Nibbles 


Eliza Burton 


Ralph’s maternal grandmother Eliza Burton lived in Greensburg, Indiana. Recall that when Ralph’s 
father Newton Jarvis died in 1899, his mother Anna had moved back to Greensburg with her children 
to live with her mother Eliza. Anna’s father George Burton had died in 1897. 


Eliza had been healthy and lived a good long life. She had been born in 1839 in Illinois and married 
George Burton in 1857. 


Clara Belle Allen Hugh Charles W Rebecca 
Burton Burton Burton Burton 
1558-1338 1861-1943 1363-1945 1656- 70-1344 1574-1300 











| BULLETIN 
| 

Robert Sparks was placed under | 
arrest this afternoon at 3:00 o'clock 
by Chief H. H. Flint, charged with 
exceeding the speed limit drivinng on | 
West Main street. 








| Mrs. Eliza Archibald Burton was 
| born near Peoria, Ill., on the 10th day 
of November, 1839, and died July 30, 
į 1923, aged 83 years, 8 months and 19 
days. i: 
She was married to George Burton, 
|March 19, 1857, at Madison, Ind., and 
flater moved to Greensburg where her 
husband died on Feb, 32, 1897. Her 
youngest davghter died August 4, 
(| 1900. a 
‘| She is survived by three daughters, 
iMrs. William Monroe, of Newton, 
Kans.; Mrs. Samuel Stafford, of An- 
|derson,; Ind., and Mrs. James Sparks, 
of Greensburg, Ind., and three schs, 
Hugh, of Canadian, Tex.; Thomas, of 
Stone Bluff, Okla., and ‘William, of 
|Kokomo, Ind. a . 
| Besides her children she leaves a 
sister, Mrs. Belle Burton, of this city, 
only surviving relative of her immedi- 
ate family; 3F grandchildren, sixteen 
}ereat-grandchildren, one niece and 
Jone nephew, and many other relatives 
fand friends. ver 
She was a member of the Univers- 
alist church at Rising Sun, Ind. 





Harold Winker of Indianapolis and | 
| Stanyey Eldridge of Lafayette were 
the week-end guests of Herschell | 












Eliza Burton 1920 
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Anna Burton Jarvis Mounts Stafford 


When Ralph’s father Newton died in 1899, his mother Anna had moved back 
to Greensburg into the household of her mother Eliza Burton. Anna and 
Newton had three sons and a daughter Opal. Opal died in infancy in 1902. 


In 1900, Anna married Harrison Mounts. She and Harrison had three sons. So 


there were six boys in the family: 


e Elmer Jarvis b. 1890 d. 1911 

e Tom Jarvis b. 1891 

e Ralph Jarvis b. 1894 

e Lillard Mounts b. 1901 d 1925 
e Alva Mounts b. 1906 

e Robert Mounts b. 1908 


Newton P Jarvis 
1855-1899 


5 Elmer E Jarvis 
1890-1911 


Zz Thomas Edwin Jarvis 


1891-1970 


3 Ralph Hayden Jarvis 


1894-1932 


2 Opal B Jarvis 
1899-1902 


Harrison Mounts died at a young age in 1912. 
Anna worked at numerous jobs to support her 
kids, with help from her mother Eliza. 


In 1918, Anna moved from Greensburg to 
Anderson, Indiana. It was a bigger town and had 
a booming railroad car industry. She got a job as 
janitor at Stafford’s Stag Apartments and another 
job as a railroad car cleaner. 


In Anderson, Anna married Samuel H. Stafford in 
1920. They probably met through her job as 
janitor at Stafford’s Stag Apartments. Stafford 








Anna Stafford — c 1920 


Harrison Mounts 
1870-1912 


3 Lillard A Mounts 
1901-1925 


3 Alva H Mounts 
1906-1972 


Zz Robert Bentle Mounts 
1908-1972 


iL aA: 


J = | 


ee eee m = - 


Railroad car cleaner = c 1920 
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had been married and widowed twice. He was a mechanical engineer and had worked in a railroad 
support industry in Anderson. 


Sam and Anna lived at 719 8th Street in Anderson, Indiana. 





Samuel and Anna Stafford — 1927 Sam Stafford at 719 8th Street in Anderson, Indiana — c 1925 


Tom Jarvis 


Ralph’s eldest brother Elmer died in 1911, and his sister Opal died in 1902. His next-older brother was 
Tom, three years his senior. 


Tom had gone to New York City for work. There he married 
Charlotte Ann Valentine in March 1916. Her nickname was Lottie. 


In early 1927, Tom and Lottie adopted a 1-year-old boy born in 
New Jersey. They named him Robert Lillard Jarvis for two of 


Tom’s half-brothers Robert and Lillard Mounts. Thomas E Charlotte A 


Jarvis E Valentine 
1291-1970 1296-1991 


Ralph invited them to Kansas... to live 


In 1927, Ralph Jarvis was doing well. He invited his mother and 
brothers to come live in Kansas. And they did. Ralph would 
provide a place for them to live. 


Ralph’s eldest brother Elmer had died in Illinois in 1911. His half- 
brother Lillard Mounts had died in 1925. 
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Ralph’s mother Anna and her husband Samuel Stafford came to Kansas, as did Ralph’s brother Tom 
and his wife Lottie and son Bobby. Ralph’s half-brother Robert Mounts came with his lady friend. And 
two of Tom’s buddies from New York, Bill and Raul and Raul’s lady friend came, too. 


——=__ — SS Iy = 
SS 





r x) À 
% RANI 
Raul from New York and partner, Robert Mounts and partner, Ralph Jarvis, Sam and Anna Stafford, Chleo 


Jarvis, Anna Webb, Lottie and Bobby and Tom Jarvis, Bill from New York, Mel and Don Jarvis — Saline 
County, Kansas — 1927 





ae 


Lottie and Bobby Jarvis, Don and Mel and Chleo Jarvis — 1927 





i on ia 


< 
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Robert Mounts, Ralph Jarvis, Sam Stafford, Tom 
Jarvis — 1927 
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A place to live 


Ralph fixed the family up with a place to live. We’ll talk 
more about that in a future post. Stay tuned. 





F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby is the 
epitome of the Roaring Twenties. Fitzgerald 
coined the term “Jazz Age”, and he wrote of the 
frivolity and excesses of the young and wealthy. 


We’ve seen that the novel doesn’t accurately 
reflect the lifestyle of most Americans, but it 
certainly captured their imagination. 





Lost Generation E a 


Cover — The Great Gatsby — F. Scott Fitzgerald 
1925 


Fitzgerald was among a group of young authors and artists who lived in Paris 
after the war and whose works reflected their cynical view of American 
materialism. These were the “Lost Generation”, a term first used by Ernest 
Hemingway in his novel “The Sun Also Rises.” 





Ernest Hemingway — 
passport photo — 1923 
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Best books 


As some of you know, I’m not much of a book reader. And there are hundreds of best-selling books 
during the decade of the 20s. So l'Il quote a list of 10 good books of the 20s from the web site Literary 
Hub, A Century of Reading: The 10 Books That Defined the 1920s. And a disclosure — | haven’t read 
any of them. 


e The Mysterious Affair at Styles — Agatha Christie — 1920 

e Age of Innocence — Edith Wharton — 1920 

e A Passage to India — E.M. Forster — 1924 

e The Great Gatsby — F. Scott Fitzgerald — 1925 

e Mrs. Dalloway — Virginia Woolf — 1925 

e Gentlemen Prefer Blondes: The Intimate Diary of a Professional Lady — Anita Loos — 1925 
e The Sun Also Rises — Ernest Hemingway — 1926 

e All Quiet on the Western Front — Erich Maria Remarque — 1929 

e Red Harvest — Dashiell Hammett — 1929 


Art Deco 


Art Noveau was fading. Art Deco was on the rise. Art Deco was known for 
its geometric forms. It was sleek, streamlined, and symmetrical. 
Originating in Europe, Art Deco found its way to America in the early 
1920s. 


Examples of Art Deco could be 
found in fine art, architecture, 
and consumer products. 


The Chrysler Building in New 
York City is a classic example of 
Art Deco. It was completed in 





1930, and for a time was the 


Chrysler Building — New York 


tallest building in the world, at 
over 1,000 feet tall. 





Lobby — Fox Theater — St. Louis, Missouri — built 
1929 
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Portrait of Marquis d’Afflito — Tamara de Lempicka — 1925 


American Regionalism 


Not all artists liked the Art Deco style. Some turned to nostalgic views of the American past and 
heartland, like Thomas Hart Benton, Grant Wood, and John Stuart Curry. 





Boomtown — Thomas Hart Benton — 1928 
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Top of Their Game 


In 1928 and 1929, Public Utility Investment Company continued to thrive, growing ever faster than 


before. Acquisitions increased several hundred percent during these two years. 





W. we have grown from a small 


organization with a personnel of three or 
four people, in a small office, into the or- 
ganization you know, with its hundreds 
of loyal workers, is a question that has 
possibly entered the minds of more than 
one who knows about us. 


Acquisitions of new properties, wisely 
made, after far sighted planning and care- 
fut Stas ee es A Sa Se 1 “ 


mamak 


The PARADE for JANUARY, 929 3 


How AND Wuiy WE ARE GROWING 


Acquisition Department Constantly at Work Investigating New Properties, 
Purchasing Desirable Ones, Getting Franchises and in Similar Activities. 


AN ARTICLE 
By the EDITOR 


to the end that an improved service would 
be established and maintained. 

It was realized that just as a man is 
known by the company he keeps, so is a 
public service company known by the pub 
lic confidence it keeps. Though in a great 
many instances our entering into a new 


on its promises. It happens to be the case 
that in most instances a municipal light 
plant is looked upon with extreme pride 
by a considerable number of the citizens, 
and it is difficult to create a desire to sell. 
Frequently this is due to the supposition 
that an electric plant is a profitable enter- 
prise for the city to maintain, though the 
facts are that many, many such cases are 
proved just the opposite, when competent 


By 1928, Ralph Jarvis was Vice-President of Acquisitions. At age 34, he was everywhere, from small- 


town telephone companies to big town electric plants. He was traveling more than ever. 


ae ee, ee de 


The Parade 


By 1928, the company was producing a slick 
newsletter, The Parade. Each month it featured 
stories about the various local telephone and 
utility companies and the people who worked 
there. And each month it featured stories about 
home office people. It was very forward-looking. 


=> 
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Official Publication of 


and its Affiliated Companies 


Ç í The Public Utility Investment Compan 
VoL. I 


JANUARY 929 


WINTER SCENE 


From a Pencil Sketch by Miss Hele Orrissey 


PARADE 


Jo 





The Parade — January 1929 
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In January 1929, The Parade featured a writeup on the Acquisitions Department, headed by Vice- 


President Ralph Jarvis. 





4 pua The PARADE 
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Headed up by R. H. Jarvis, Vice President, 


who personally supervises or handles all 
negotiations and whose final judgment 
must be given before any deal is negotiated, 
Sey t cquisition Department has a record of 

which our other officers and directors are 


unusually proud. The approval of our 
president, Mr. Nathan L. Jones, is rarely 
withheld after Mr. Jarvis makes his rec- 
ommendations to purchase. 

HEN it is realized that during the 


past year and a half the aggregate 

value of our holdings has increased several 

hundred per cent., it may be better under- 

Stood just how effective is the work of this 
very important department of ours. 

In a rather personal sense, it may be 
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Acquisitions Department - The Parade — January 1929 


Acquisitions galore 


Sometimes, an acquisition happened quickly and without competition. That was true of some local 
telephone exchanges. The owner was usually delighted to cash in his or her chips. 




























t \ APPROVE PHONE Co. SALE p 
na Vitilities _ Invest It was announced late last week 
LarnedTubs seal purchased RANCHISES IN that 
ment cone Na Company. here, THRER CITIES 


blic Utility Investment Com- 
pany Plans to Supply Bar- 
ton Co. Towns. 





0 Public Utility Inveetment 
„f pany with an office in the Bx- 

age National Bank building, 
“| :th floor, has recently secured 
ychises to sell nalural gas Io El- 
vood, Great Bend a ing- 
. It is a subsidiary of tho Pub. 
Service company of Salina, hold- 









legally, hi A 
a rant, choose the best one a 
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Mid-size electric utility companies were another story. Unlike earlier years, now there were 


competitors trying to acquire the utility. It produced bidding wars, causing each competitor to up their 


offer. It sometimes produced bitter sentiment among the residents, who didn’t want to give up their 
municipal electric plant. 


Woodward campaign 


More and more often, Ralph would be involved in these protracted negotiations and local politics. 
Woodward, Oklahoma was an example of a difficult campaign. 


Recall that Oklahoma Gas & Electric had bought out Jones and Jarvis’ United Power Company in 1925. 
Now OG&E and another bidder were competing with Western Light & Power for Woodward’s electric 


plant. Ralph Jarvis was representing Western (another holding company of Public Utility Investment 
Company). 


Ralph had been on numerous trips to Woodward from the end of 1927 and into 1928. In January 1928, 
Ralph promised rate reductions. 


After a year of politics 
and bidding wars, Ralph 
and Western offered the 
high bid of $505,000. 
That bid was $185,000 
higher than the high bid 
a year earlier. 






WESTERN LIGHT 
RATE DECREASE 
IN YEAR $9000 


se 27 
Sale Won he city First 
Year 








~~ WOODWARD, OKLAHOMA, TUESDAY, JULY 10, 1928 
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$905,000 FOR CT] What Is Necessary | 
OKLAHOMA GAS AND ELECTRIC C0. : 
BOOSTS OLD OFFER BY $120,000 To Baid A Fauna 


i Vice-President yaga JARVIS 
Panhandle Public Service Company Is Third To Seek Purchase Of | rm Might and Power Corporation 
| Municipal Plant; High Bidders Now Serving 38 | The heading of this articld is a bi i | 
Towns; Eager To Get In Here and being cme ne town for'the poset i j 
Woodward's municipal light and power plant overnight had reasonable prema te caya We mbt At 
| jumped in value $185,000. | . | We were the highest bidde or the purchase ¢ ed a fair, 
Nearly sold a year ago for $320,000, the city council Monday We are ina 4 










Rate reduction to Woodward ugh 
and power users would amount 2 7 
ximately $9,000 in a year "x boa 
a sed Western Light and Fo : 
naam in charge of the local powe 


plant. 








Ralph and Western Light 
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another year. 


Woodward, Oklahoma campaign — 1928 


Read The Parade 


You'll enjoy reading the January 1929 issue of The Parade. It has stories about people who worked in 
the local utilities. It has a’s page with recipes. It has a page of jokes (not PC today). 


Read The Parade - January 1929. http://familynibbles.com/the-parade-january-1929/ 
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Nathan Jones is a utility tycoon, and more 


Nathan Jones had become a utility magnate. At age 36, he had a flourishing business. But Nathan Jones 
had a lot more going on in his life. 


Home 


Nathan Jones was one of the founding stockholders of the Country Club Heights in 1925. It was an 
upscale housing development on the east edge of Salina. 


300 Park Lane | 10 Crestview EE aad Lot 1 Option is 
| ganan aa are plas | | Ralph & Chleo Jarvis 


Ralph & Emily Cheney 


~ zur k 


Corsare y Cawe Hesoents Sannina 





10 Crestview, Salina — 2021 
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JoMar Farms 


Jones had established a model farm a mile east of Salina. He 
. : yes ; SALINA, KANSAS 
named it Jo-Mar Farm, for Jones and Marx, his wife’s maiden MARYMOUNT COLLEGE 


name. HH pes 
The Home Economics class hiked 


one mile east of the College to the 
famous Jo-Mar Farm to see where 
milk and eggs are produced in the 
ideal sanitary way. Mr. Nathan Jones 
acted as guide for the group of 15; 
he first took the students into the 
white-tiled dairy and explained the 
cooling system by which the bacteria 
in milk is reduced to that permitted 


in certified milk. He gave each a 
drink out of the new styled individual 
bottles such as are in use on the din- 
ing cars between here and Denver. 
Then the group was taken to the poul- 
try house in which the chickens are 
aroused cach morning at 4 by an 
automatic alarm. The hens are kept 
in trap nests; their numbers recorded 
Ed. note: When I was growing up in Salina, we got milk from on ankle bracelets; and the eggs laid 
Jo-Mar Dairy delivered to our front porch. are charted. In the stables are many 
valuable horses, one of which, King 
George, was hitched to a cart'in order 
that the visitors might enjoy a real 
buggy ride. Finally the pure guern- 
sies were displayed. 


Sh OW horses The Catholic Advance — October 19, 1929 





Jo-Mar Farm 






One of Nathan Jones’ more expensive hobbies was show horses. He bought and sold and showed the 
top horses in the Midwest. At one American Royal show, he spent $30,000 on horses and equipment. 


Conicles and š a | N l , ' j . S 
. yee ' il : . J: ngham, manage 
m a ; ve 4 Silver Lady of Jo-Mar Farm, © 


ji Tae dets Kin L. Jones, Salina utilities magna 
This is Silver Lady of Jo-Mar Farm, owned by , in Marysville to entertain the cr 


Nathan Jones, which pleased thousands of appear both afternoons and evenings. 
spectators here during the Fall Festival 


owds. She will 






notice.” l 
The lola Daily Register - 


The Skirmisher - October 18, 1928 
November 20, 1928 


117 


Family Nibbles 


Philanthropist 


Nathan Jones was generous with charities TROPHY AND SCHOLARSHIP FOR CHAMPION 
and civic organizations. One of his favorite MEMBER 4-H DAIRY CLUBS IN KANSAS : 


causes to support was 4H. 











Nathan L. Jones Trophy, with insert 
showing the donor and an air view of 
Jo-Mar Farm at Salina 


He established a scholarship at Kansas State 
College. 


Jones donated a Steinway grand piano and a 


oriental rugs to Marymount Catholic College 
in Salina. 





* - d farmers are taking an intense in- 


SALINA, KANSAS.—A special|to do so. The whole plan is to be 
terest in dairying as a result. 


award of interest to members of | described in a booklet, soon to be 


The lounge presents an appearance 4-H Dairy Clubs in Kansas has| issued. It will be sent to anyone 


been announced by Nathan L, Jones| writing for a copy to Mr. Jones at Calf Club Organized 








. of this city, in the form of a silver | Salina. In addition, a 4-H Calf Club for 
of luxury far in excess of expecta- Trophy and a Scholarship at Kan-| It is expected that these awards| the County has been financed by 
a h a f M sas State Agricultural College. will arouse considerable interest in} Mr. Jones, the Salina Journal and 
dairying among the boys and girls| three leading banks in Salina. Al- 
| tions. Through t e generosity o r. The trophy is a beautiful silver | who will largely compose the lead- | most 100 Guernsey calves have 
cup, 29 inches high. It will be aļ|ers of raral activity a few years | been brought into the county from 
i Nathan Jones have been added a perpetual award, to be competed | hence. This industry can be devel-| Wisconsin and Minnesota under 
art. 2, . ieee for each year, beginning this year. | oped to a high degree of success in| this plan, and distributed to 4-H 
Steinway Concert grand piano and Se A ieee be kaen oe e 
. . . 
six American Oriental rugs. The Preston News = May 30, 1930 
* x + 





The Catholic Advance — January 18, 1930 


Political influence 





The Gift Horse 


Editor Spear:—I see by the Kansas 
City Star, that Governor Woodring is 
presented to him at Salina. 


Nathan Jones was active in Democratic politics and lobbied 
for political influence. 


He even gave Kansas Governor Woodring a horse, which I have been in doubt about that 
was the subject of political sniping. horse, even since the Governor accept- 
ed it, and I hope he will be careful. 

— I do not think there will be any danger 


athan Jones president of the + pi agi ere the Gov 
Publio Utility Investment Ca, of CoN eae 
Salina, js here on business at ihe 
local office of the firm and also at- 
tending the state Democratic con- 
vention, 












ways, and 
a to go from admira- 
to imitation, 

I just wish that Nathan Jones would 
take that horse back, and substitute a 











i ak. ds Tk. = P- Oy as 


The Spear — June 1, 1931 











The Hutchinson News — April 24, 1928 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties - Aviation 





— 


Aviation “took off” in the 1920s. The decade saw the first regular 


air mail flights, the first transcontinental and transatlantic flights, AEROPLANE GIVES 


and the first commercial passenger flights. THRILLS TO LARNED 





Barnstorming |S GIVING FLIGHTS FROM PAS- 


TURE SOUTH OF CEMETERY 


: tprinefi i 

j iti W p. Kite, of Springfie'd, 
Barnstorming was an exciting fad after World War I. Many of the i arron A, Scegesser, formerly | 
. ays s el , iving aero- 
pilots were ex-military aviators. They would stop at a small town of Lyons, who have been Shige leo 
plane exhibitions at ma, nip pas | 

i i j j i t Kinsley, landed in ä - 

for a few days, using a field for a landing strip. There would be an Saage ne the Larned cemetery 


airshow, and passenger rides. Saturday afternoon. 
Nathan L. Jones was another thrill 
fiend, who went up Saturday after- 
» said: 

“I thought that this would be one 


One excited passenger in Larned in 1919 was Nathan Jones. Jones 






was a fan of airplanes and aviation thereafter, as we shall see. time where 1 would zet some real 
speed, but after we were in the air 
it seemed we were just poking along, 
Barnstorming came to an end with federal safety and aviation and the first thing I knew we were 
seven miles up in the valley. I didn't 
regulations put into effect in 1927. feel squeamish except the first time 


we turned and believe me I hung on 
tight. I would like to tuke a real 
long flight and I'll do so when T yet 
the chance.” 


The Tiller and Toiler — June 19, 1919 


Charles Lindbergh 


In 1927, Charles Lindbergh gained international fame with 
his solo nonstop transatlantic flight. His New York-to-Paris 
flight took 33 hours. 


Air Mail 


In the mid-1920s, regularly scheduled air mail flights were 
common. They helped jump start the airline industry. 


ye = 
F = 
fo ee 





J ri vey L gy i 
= Wa ae aa 
ʻ pee i = i k T Di = 7 
} P jpn 1a AEn T e r 3 re 
I fe = ee es m a Na 


P assen ge r fl i ghts harles deen ten days era S lo flight 


over the Atlantic Ocean in May 1927 





The story of the first passenger service is interesting. 


The Guggenheim family had made a fortune in mining. In the mid-20s, they focused on giving back to 
society. They set up a fund in 1927 to create and sustain passenger air travel. They selected Western 
Air Express as their “model” airline. They planned routes with communications and weather services. 
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On May 23, 1926, two passengers, Ben Redman and his friend J.A. Tomlinson sat atop mail sacks on a 
flight from Salt Lake City to Los Angeles. They had their own parachutes and took a tin cup for their in- 
flight lavatory. 


In the remainder of 1926, about 6,000 passengers flew. By 1929 the number of passengers had grown 
to 173,000. 


Ralph and Chleo fly to Virginia 


Among those early air travelers were Ralph and Chleo Jarvis, who flew to Virginia in 1930. I’m guessing 
their route was via Washington, D.C., because we have their home movies of D.C. I’m guessing they 
flew on a Ford Tri-Motor, because almost every airline flew the Tri-Motor. 





P . > Ñ A s à 
Ford Tri-Motor airplane — 1920s 





Jones private plane 

. : R u H. Jarvis, vice-president of the 
By 1929, Nathan Jones had a private airplane — or two. And Western Light and Power Cotvers- 
Ralph Jarvis used the company plane, like this article where tion, Salina, Kansas, was in Wood- 


he visited Woodward, Oklahoma by plane. Pretty ward Monday and Tuesday of this 
week looking after business interests 


progressive for 1930. of the company and visiting his many 

pore | Woodward friends. Mr. Jarvis came 

H. F, Brower of Lindsborg, founder down via airplane and returned the 
and president of the Brower's Air Ser- same way. 


vice Corporation, has turned over his 


controlling interest in the firm to Na- | —— 
than L. Jones, Salina utilities magnate, | Ralph Jarvis visits Woodward, Oklahoma by 


plane — Woodward News Bulletin — March 28, 
1930 





The sale will not affect the opera- | 
tion of the passenger line between Ok- | 
lahoma City and Omaha, Mr. Heidel 
stated. | 

Included in the property bought by 
Mr. Jones were two new Stinson-De- 

it six-passenger cabin planes, used Does it surprise you that Nathan Jones bought an airline? Of 
on the passenger line, 220 shares of 


Jones buys an airline 








preferred stock in the corporation and course not. 
2,592 shares of common stock. All of | 
the stock is non-par. ss [tt was a short line, with service between Oklahoma City and 
The Lindsborg Progress — August 14, 1930 Omaha. 
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Timeline — 1928 





1928 = After 19 years of Model T production, Ford unveils the Model A 
1928 Alexander Fleming discovers penicillin, introducing age of antibiotics 
1928 Mickey and Minnie Mouse first appear in Plane Crazy and Steamboat Willie 
| 1928 Sliced bread and bubble gum were invented 
1928 The Oxford English Dictionary ts published 
1928 Ralph Jarvis is vice-president of acquisitions for Public Utility Investment 
1928 First regular television programming begins in Schenectady, GE's WGY 
1928 World's largest hailstone falls in Potter, Nebraska, 17" diameter, 1.5 pounds 
1928 Jean Lussier goes over Niagara Falls in a rubber ball 
1928 An iron lung respirator is used for the first time at Children’s Hospital, Boston 
1928 Herbert Hoover wins by a wide margin over Governor Al Smith of New York 
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A Cattle Ranch 


Ralph and Chleo Jarvis bought a ranch southwest of Salina. 


` s 








Jarvis ranch — 1929 
In 1927, they had rented the ranch from C.L. and George Richards. 


‘DEED RECORD NO, 39 


In March 1929, they bought the biggest part of the + : GENERAL WARRANTY 
ranch from C.L. and Della Richards. In 1931, they bought UAE 


the final part from George E. Richards. De. oe 


a es 


47 


A ndersea 
T60 


| Olson 


A Carien 
320 


WITNESSETH; That the said part .co/of the first part, in consideration of the sum of 

Qua. (4.1.00). Q Alon. nA. othan). ; 
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, do»~-> by these presents Grant, Bargain, Sell and Convey unto said part. ., of 
the second part, ial heirs, and assigns, all the following-described Real Estate, situated in the County of Saline a’ 


gF 
ewa Carlin 


J20 
af 


Joseph Duncan 


TO HAVE AND TO HOLD THE SAME, Together with all and singular the tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances 


"thereto belonging or in anywise appertaining, Sarovar. 


EE. Richards 


heirs, executors or administrators, do..+> hereby covenant, promise and agree, to Th”) said 


i of the second part, that at-the delivery of these presents .... „DRaa... lawfully seized in own 
ait an absolute and indefeasible estate of inheritance, in fee simple, of ‘all and singular the above granted and describ- 


ra Carlin 
we2o 


ed premises, with the appurtenances; that the same are free, clear, discharged and unincumbered of and: from all former and 
‘other grants, titles, charges, — judgments, taxes, assessments and incumbrances, of what nature and kind $ 


. will Wertens and Forever Defend the same unto said part. of the second part, 
Rua.. E R OR id part. iaa? of the first part, . E PAE EP héirs, and all and every 
person or persons whomsoever, lawfully claiming or to claim the same. 


' IN WITNESS ee The said part 42-0). of the first ‘part ha. at, hereunto set . et RETA hand. AJ, the day 
and year first above written 7 






sonm/Cichards 


à 
9 
i: 





to me personally known to be the same person.S.. who oad the within instrument of writing, 
= Stra aea my mane and affixed my . i 
Deed - R.H. Jarvis from Charles and Della Richards - 
1929 
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The land 


The ranch was 640 acres, consisting of the west half of sections 15 and 22 in Summit Township in 
southwest Saline County. It was about 20 miles from Salina. 
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Jarvis ranch, Summit Township, Saline County, Kansas 


The land was pasture in rolling hills and watersheds. It’s located in the area named Smoky Hills, west of 
Salina. 


Home movies 


Ralph and Chleo had the latest gadgets. Among those were a movie camera and projector. Throughout 


this story, there are snippets of home movies filmed at the ranch in 1929. In 1929, Ralph was age 35 
and Chleo was 29. Mel was age 8 and Don was 6. 





To watch the videos, check out this post in the blog - familynibbles.com — 185 — A Cattle Ranch. 
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Ralph’s mother and brother lived there 


As we read earlier, Ralph had invited his extended family to move to Kansas. They would live at the 


ranch. 


=? oa 





There were two houses on the property, and a barn and idl Ceh 


320 


corrals. 


Ralph’s brother Tom and his wife Lottie would live in the main Eaward Carlin 


CL. Richards 
Joseph Duncan 









ranch house with their son Bobby. aie School 


E G Dauer 
J20 





` small pouge chas 7) Main hogs 


Zarsor: % Seleen | po 


Two houses on the ranch 





Main ranch house ts 1929 
Two of Tom’s buddies came to Kansas with him — Bill and Raul from New York. 


Ralph’s mother Anna and her husband Sam Stafford would live in the smaller house. 





Bill from New York, Tom and Bobby Jarvis, Raul from New York 
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The Family 


i.” 


Adults | to r- Unknown man, Sam Stafford, unknown couple, Tom Jarvis, Robert Mounts, Ralph and Chleo Jarvis, 
Anna Webb, unknown woman, Lottie Jarvis. Children | to r - Bobby Jarvis, Mel Jarvis, Don Jarvis 





Hereford cattle 


Ralph had become interested in raising purebred Hereford cattle. He acquired a herd and a bull. And 
there were odds and ends livestock — horses, chickens, and a brood sow. 





Hereford cattle - Jarvis ranch - 1929 
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Tom was ranch foreman 


Tom Jarvis would look after the ranch and livestock. Bill and Raul would 
help him. In return, Ralph provided their room and board. 
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Barn and corral — Jarvis ranch — 1929 








Horses 


Horses and riding became a passion for Ralph and Chleo and their 
family. They kept horses at the ranch and rode often. 







The boys started riding at a young age. Mel’s horse was Sandy, Don’s 


was Chief. 





AJE 





Dre 


Mel and Sandy, Don and Chief — c 1928 





Riding horses at Jarvis ranch - 1929 
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City Cowpunchers CITY COWPUNCHERS 


Ralph and Chleo made a social event of horseback riding. They 


and friends drove 130 head of cattle from Wilson to the Jarvis SALINA FOLKS DO SOME 


ranch. That’s over 40 miles! HARD HERDING FOR FUN 


One and Two Days In Saddle An 
Experience That Yields Pain- 


ful—Sunburn!- | 


Mr. and Mrs. R. H., Jarvis, Mr. 
and Mrs. Sherley. Stewart re 
James Mulloy held a “Frontier 
Days” celebration'all their own s 
Daye when they took turns. driv- 


ing 130 head of white-face yearl- 
ings from near Wilson to the - 
Vis ranch near Salemsborg. Mr. and 


rs. Jarvis and Mr. Mulloy went 
to Wilson Tuesday where their 
horses awaited them, these being 
sent by truck from the Jarvis 
ranch. They rode trail on the cat- 
tle for the next two days and in 
spite of the rainy weather encount- 
ered, were well weather beaten and 
sunburned by the time they arrived. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart “hired on” 
on Thursday and helped complete 
the drive, thus getting a full day of 
riding. One horse was borrowed 
from the ranch where the cattle 
were procured, so Mr. Mulloy 
wound up the event Friday by rid- 
ing. it home and, driving the Jar- 
vis car back to Salina.. The “back 
to nature” experiment was a lot of 
fun the ertwhile  cowpunchers 
state, despite some rather painful 
sunburn, 





City cowpunchers - Jarvis ranch - 1929 The Salina Journal - 1929 


The ranch today 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — The Roaring Twenties — Politics 


In the 1920s, three U.S. presidents governed — Warren Harding, Calvin Coolidge, and Herbert Hoover. 


All three were Republican. All three believed the government shouldn’t interfere in big business. Banks 
and stock markets and utilities were unregulated. 


Warren Harding (1921-1923) 


When Harding took office in 1921, the U.S. was still in a post-WWI 
depression, with unemployment around 20% and high inflation. 


Harding had a mandate to “restore normalcy.” Americans wanted to 
forget the war and recession and have peace and prosperity. Normalcy 
would be achieved under Harding, and the economy would take off. 
Modern elements like automobiles, telephones, motion pictures, and 
electricity fueled the boom. 





Harding’s policies, his personality, and the return of prosperity made 
him very popular. His sudden death in 1923 was a shock to the nation. 


Warren Harding 


But it soon became clear that his administration had been very corrupt. 
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Calvin Coolidge (1923-1929) 


“Silent Cal” was sworn in at his rural home in Vermont after the sudden 
death of Warren Harding. Coolidge continued the laissez-faire policies of 
Harding and cut taxes on the wealthy. The economy soared. 


Coolidge famously said, “the chief business of the American people is 
business.” 





Coolidge was a reformer and cleaned up the corruption of the previous 





administration. Coolidge easily won re-election in 1924. = = 
Calvin Coolidge 


From 1922 to 1929, stock dividends rose by 108 percent, corporate profits by 76 percent, and wages by 
33 percent. In 1929, 4,455,100 passenger cars were sold by American factories, one for every 27 
members of the population, a record that was not broken until 1950. 


Herbert Hoover (1929-1933) 


Herbert Hoover took office in January 1929. His first eight months in 
office proved him to be an able administrator. Then the crash of the 
markets in October 1929 forever linked Hoover’s name with the Great 
Depression. 


Hoover's efforts to restore people’s faith in the economy failed. The 
exuberance of the Roaring Twenties gave way to doubt and fear. Hoover 





was unable to fix things and would be voted out of office in the 1932 
election. Herbert Hoover 
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The Great Crash of 1929 


arer BROOKLY N DAILY EAGLE sawi 





The stock market soared throughout the Roaring ÌĪ ee 

l ALL ST. IN PANIC AS STOCKS CRASH 
Twenties. In August 1921, the Dow Jones Industrial Attempt Made to Kill Italy’s Crown Prince's 9. | 
Average was 63. By September 3, 1929, the Dow eee! tee tae ncn ee A LS LE 


PRINCE UWAUET, Worth Millions FERAY IS MISSING SAMS __Coolldge. Drive Oo 


we Ley Creat oe Vee 
To 


had risen to 381, an increase of more than 600%. 
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In March 1929, a small stock crash occurred as investors started to sell off stocks, exposing some cracks 
in the market’s value. Then, from June to September, the market gained 20%. On September 3, 1929, 
the Dow closed at a record high of 381. 


Later in September, there were selloffs. Prices bobbed and weaved. There were several days of big 
losses. But three particular days are generally labeled as the Great Crash: 


Black Thursday — October 24 


When the markets opened, people E DJIA Close Value 
began selling, and selling more. | 
Trading grew frantic. Ticker tapes were 
behind as much as 90 minutes. Phone 
calls got busy signals. Crowds gathered 
outside the NYSE trying to get 
information. Police were called. It was 











not yet noon on October 24. 


By closing, the Dow had dropped 9%. 


Black Monday — October 28 





On Black Monday, investors faced margin calls. They owed more than the stocks were worth. They lost 
everything. The Dow declined nearly 13%. 


Black Tuesday — October 29 
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On Black Tuesday, the market dropped nearly 12%. Billions of dollars were lost, wiping out thousands 
of investors. The next day, panic selling reached its peak with some stocks having no buyers at any 
price. 


The slide continued... , Stock Prices 1929-1932 


By mid-November, the Dow had dropped 
almost 50%. 


150 


Surprisingly, the largest losses in the Oct. 1929 
market didn’t happen during 1929, but 
through the next three years. By summer 
1932, stocks had lost almost 90% of their 
value. The Dow was at 41, its lowest value 
of the 20th century. 


Crash 





Causes 


Experts and pundits blamed many things for the Great Crash. Among those were oversupply of goods, 
poor agricultural markets, declining construction, and margin stock trading. More blame was assigned 
to low wages, high debt, and large bank loans that could not be repaid. 


Another cause is mentioned, that of public utility holding companies. By 1929, thousands of electricity 
companies had been consolidated into holding companies, many of which were owned by higher-level 
holding companies. 


Public Utility Holding Companies 


In September 1929, public utility companies comprised 18% of the value of shares on the NYSE. In 
October 1929, the government announced that public utility holding companies would be regulated. 
Prices plummeted as fear and uncertainty caused people to dump their utility stocks. 


During the month, twenty-nine public utilities (tabulated by the New York Times) lost $5.1 billion, by 
far the largest loss of any of the industries listed by the Times. 


Nathan Jones’ companies weren't traded on NYSE 


Jones’ companies’ stock prices weren’t traded on the public stock exchange, so they didn’t crash. But 
they were in the same industry, so Jones’ companies found it harder to find new investors. 


131 


Family Nibbles 


Jones’ companies continued on... 


In the face of the stock market crash, Jones’ companies continued to pay dividends. The company 
increased advertising, touting its safety and security. 


DIVIDEND NOTICE 


Regular quarterly dividend of $1.75 per share has been 
declared upon the 7, Preterred stock ol 


A STATEMENT OF POLICY 
by 


The Public-Utility~ Investment 
mpa 


Western Power, Light & Telephone Co. 


and cheeks were mailed on July 1. 1930, to holders of such 
shares whose ownership was recorded on the books of this 


E POLICY of The Public Utility Investmer: 
company at the close of business June 15, 1930. 


Company (Salina, Kansas) shall continue to be ac 
i in the past,—to offer to its clients only such bonds and 
other securities as shall have proved, after carefu! 

analyses, to be worthy the confidence of the conserva- 
| tive investor. 


The Public Utility Investment Company 


NATHAN L. JONES, Pres, 


General Office Salina, Kansas 


h There is a well-defined field for the activitics of the 
i investor who is inclined toward speculation—plenty oí 
| market issues to which he might devote his attention. 
l In such investments, many of which are priced accord- 
i ing to supply and demand, rather than earning power, 
) the purchaser must be prepared to endure a possible 


TITTLE | ees ooh pees» 
The Manhattan Mercury — July 3, 1930 


Such is not our field, nor has it ever been. 


Steady Level Maintained 


| 

| The importance of the above- There has been no wavering in 
| described policy is best demon- such values. Purchasers of such 
he constancy of value securities 


| strated by the » om us have found our 
Here’s an ad that ran just three weeks after the Great Crash. It ty ready ited bya over kas gyer had vo merie a dolar o 
stock market fluctuations. 
promises that Public Utility Investment Company only deals in Pesce Daeg tke POR raat 


securities based on actual earnings. 


The company touts its steady past performance. 


The Public Utility Investment Co. 
General Office, Salina, Kansas _ 


KANSAS CITY TOPEKA WICHITA HUTCHINSON ENID 
EUREKA ATCHISON HOISINGTON LIBERAL 


6% 7% 
GOLD BONDS PREFERRED STOCK 


Meanwhile, acquisitions continued at a breakneck pace. 


| CITIZENS’ TELEPHONE SELLS 


Republic City Phone Co. Is Bought B — 
"y Salina Holding Corporation LIBERAL CREAMERY IS SOLD UYS ICE COMPANY 


The Citizens’ Telephone Company The Western Power Light & Tel- ” Salina, J PT 
of Republic was sold last week to the | ephone Com & Tel Liberal, Feb. 11 — An important ‘Jee company, The Kansas 








BUYS TELEPHONE PLANT 





which owns and in Liberal is the an- » & Lee subsidiary 

Pul lity Inv t_ Company, business change ary, 
holding corporation of Salin a, Kan, f° pesar e subsidiaries, nouncement of the et of the) Utility compa ae, Western Ice 
consideration in the sale being $I,- elephone exchanges in the 'Kaufman creamery the Public trolled b th ’ rn con- 
the deal y the Public Utilities in- 

mpa 


vestme 
and the was prs ppe Peny. The price 
made a part of the jii 


share, or a profit of $30 per share. nens Some) Pure Milk Products , all The Counci , 
Although. possession has already Telephone Company to its system, eee ie E tod by the Public Utility Hee pi 





management were made, but a re-65,740 customers, includui company. 2 
Pi + è : ng the a- . 
organization is contemplated in the GlS Geiss isess Home file The Garden City News - 
ge PET phone Company, February 13, 1930 


The Belleville Telescope - 


July 10, 1930 The Neosho Falls Post 


- June 26, 1930 
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Another new office 


The company had outgrown its new 1927 office space. In 1929, it built a new building in downtown 
Salina with 1/2 block frontage. 





f y 5 p — * e 
` oS ~ ~ = 
THE RE weal ERRARTE URN WHI ares HOUSE j 
REC COMPLETED UNIT. WHICH NC OUSES The office today . 
As this written mov ie operat ions are under wav thar as plac all of the executives the 118 West Iron Avenue, Salina, Kansas 


Company im this uow buid ng except those ected with the Account sing Dees D While Soin 
occupy the entire sec sled y means of our present t building. 


But there were pressures 


Investors became cautious of buying stock in public utility holding companies. There was increasing 
regulation of utilities. Acquisitions were becoming more competitive. There was pressure to lower 
rates. 


A boom ora crash? 


Would the Public Utility Investment Company and its empire continue to 





thrive and grow? Or would it succumb to the Great Depression? 


Timeline — 1929 





1929 Martin Luther King born in his grandfather's house in Atlanta, Georgia 
1929 The Dow Jones (DJIA) peaks at 381.17, won't reach that again until Nov 1954 
1929 Stock market crash precipitates the Great Depression 


1929 Ralph and Chleo Jarvis buy 640 acre ranch 9 miles south of Brookville, Kansas 
1929 The Academy Awards debuted 

1929 Vatican City becomes independent state within Rome after Lateran Treaty 
1929 The Grand Teton National Park in Wyoming Is established by Congress 

1929 = San Francisco Bay Toll-Bridge opens, longest bridge in the world 

1929 1st Academy Awards presented at Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel, "Wings" wins 
1929 First demonstration of color TV, by H. E. Ives and Bell Telephone Laboratories 
1929 Sunglasses made from celluloid by Foster Grant for sale in Austin Texas © 
1929 Hoover tells Congress the worst effects of stock market crash are behind us 
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Big Deals 


BIG 


DEALS 


The market had crashed in October 1929. But Nathan Jones’ empire 
had ambitious growth plans. 





When the new year of 1930 dawned, there were big deals in the 
works. 


Four big deals 


Ralph Jarvis and his acquisition department had increased the portfolio of holdings by several hundred 
percent over the last few years. By the end of 1929, after five years in business, Public Utility 
Investment Company and its affiliates had operations in over 170 communities. 


Here are four big deals that happened in 1930. 


But first, a promotion 


Before we look at the four big deals, here’s another big deal. 
Ralph Jarvis was promoted to the newly-created position Senior 


Vice-President of utility operations. That meant Ralph oversaw 
all the utility companies. That’s a big deal. 


In 1930, Ralph was age 36. 


Since Ralph was responsible for all utility operations, Nathan 
Jones could focus on some non-utility companies. That’s our 
first big deal. 





Ralph Jarvis — 1930 


Big Deal 1 — Diversified Utility Investments 


Nathan Jones had a new vision. If he could build a company and sell investments by acquiring utilities, 
why couldn’t he do the same in other industries? 


Over the last few years, Jones had acquired a few businesses that weren't utilities. What if he placed 
these companies under a new holding company and grew it by acquisition through selling stocks and 
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bonds. It wouldn’t necessarily hold utility companies, 
but any industry that could scale up by acquisition. 


Jones formed a new company — Diversified Utility 
Investments. “Diversified” meant that investments 
might be in any industry. 


One is inclined to think of public utilities as limited 
to electricity, telephone, gas and similar commodities 
which have in the past been quite generally recognized 
as public utilities. There is, however, in the opinion of 
seasoned utility operators, no reason why the serving of 
the public with other commodities such as milk, ice 
cream, tourist camp service, in conjunction with those 
commodities as outlined above, and any other general 
commodity, should not be classed as public utility service 
as outlined by Drverstriep UTILITY INVESTMENTS, INC. 





Diversified Utility Investments — sales brochure - 1930 


Odds and ends holdings 


The first holdings were Jones’ 
odds and ends. 


We saw that he bought a short 
distance airline serving 
Oklahoma, Kansas, and 
Nebraska. 


hi E ie Ou E Massa EN He also bought a struggling 


Follow the Swallow Tourist Camps, Inc. company in Salina — Follow The 
toee Tae tote Swallow Tourist Camp. He 


HE bane of the traveler’s existence has been the 

finding of satisfactory and restful places to spend the . : oa 

nights while on pleasure or business tours. It has intended to build it into a large 
remained for Diversirrep UTILITY INVESTMENTS, INC., to DEA a 


solve this problem through the organization of Fot- | H | ; | network of hostelries — what we 


Low THE SwarLkow Tourist Camps, Inc., planned to 


merit a classification as ‘The Harvey House _of the | ii ' fan! 
Highway.” Fottow THe Swattow Tourist Camps in- ni 2 Now Call motels. Pretty 


clude every known convenience for the pleasure and a 
comfort of the traveler. i : . ; prog ressive 
` ~ i . 
~ . 7 “ 3 i = - = 
Fottow Tne SwarLLow Tourist Camps, Inc., is the 3 r $ , — 1 
culmination of a thorough trip of inspection made 


over the main highways of the nation by the officials 


of the company. Tourist camps were inspected in every 
important center and a plan was adopted for construction 
and operation which embraces all the good points of 
tourist camps and eliminates all the unsatisfactory 
features, and built to supply a much needed service. 





Diversified Public Utilities - Sales Brochure - 1930 
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Jones bought a troubled company that 
owned some Dutch Mill gas stations 
and tourist camps. He would merge it 
into Follow The Swallow. 





Durc Mitt Tourist Camps 
Have Every MODERN CONVENIENCE 


Fottow Tue Swattow Tourist Camps, Inc., has 
purchased the Orp Durc Mitts Corporation, which 
consists of thirteen plants. Six of these have cabins, one 
each in Salina, Marysville, Seneca, Victory Junction in 
Kansas; Nashua and Leeds, Missouri. There are sixty 
new cabins being built at these six locations with an 
expenditure of about $75,000.00. The old cabins at the 
different plants have been replastered, painted and equipped 
with new furniture. These are being equipped with Deep- 
Sleep box spring mattresses and will be the only cabins 
in America to be equipped with a Deep-Sleep box spring 
mattress for $1.25 per day with garage included. It is 
planned to give the same high standard class of service 
at the Orp Dutcu Mitts as at Fottow THe SwaLtow 
Tourist Camps. THE Orp Durea Mitts will retain their 
original design. 


Diversified Public Utilities — Sales Brochure — 1930 


Jones had his model dairy farm, Jo-Mar Farm. 
And he had started a dairy for consumer dairy 
products, the Jo-Mar Dairy. 


Jones created a holding company, Western Pure 
Milk Products. He placed Jo-Mar into that 
company. And then he began buying dairy 
operations in other towns. 


Jo-Marn Pra tTa 


NT O 
mro As Oxs or Tir Or 





r Wesreen oes Max Proovers Courant ar Samia Recon 
ITSTAN: > E 


Jo-Mar Dairy — Salina, Kansas — 1930 


HE WESTERN Pure MILK Propucrs Comerany, man- 
ufacturing dairy products including ice cream, butter, 
cottage cheese, and maintaining commercial milk 
routes in several industrial cities is an important part of 
DiıversiFieD Utitity INvEsTMENTs, Inc. With six plants 
now in operation headed by the Jo-Mar plant at Salina. 


THe WeEsTERN Pure Mik Propucts Company is a 
Kansas corporation and qualifying for operation in the 
state of Texas. Plants are maintained at Salina, Junction 
City, Newton, Pratt, Liberal in Kansas and at.Dalhart, 
Texas. These five cities are all railroad centers, each main- 





Diversified Public Utilities — Sales Brochure — 1930 


Jones owned the Ford dealership in Salina. He owned Consolidated Printing Company to print all 


company publications. Public Utility Investment Company had its own insurance company. All these 


companies were put into the Diversified Utility Investments holding company. 
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Diversified Utility Investments, Inc. 
At A Glance 


A concise table and brief outline showing 
the location and type of properties owned 
and operated or under construction by 
Diversified Utility Investments, Inc., a 
new company announced in the September 
PARADE: 

The Western Gas and Utilities Corpor- 
ation 

Artificial Gas Systems at 

Goodland, Kansas 
Longview, Washington—Starts op- 
eration this month as The 
Western Gas Company of Wash- 
ington. 
Kelso, Washington—Starts opera- 
tion this month as The Western 
Gas Company of Washington. 
Bremerton, Washington——Plant now 
under construction for The 
Western Gas Company of Wash- 
ington. 
The Western Pure Milk Products Com- 
pany 

Creameries and ice cream plants at 

Salina, Kansas 

Pratt, Kansas 

Liberal, Kansas 

Dalhart, Texas 

Newton, Kansas—Newton Ice Cream 
Company 

Junction City, Kansas—Jersey Ice 
Cream Company 

Dallas, Texas—Construction of plant 
to start immediately 


Follow The Swallow Tourist Camps, Inc. 


Salina, Kansas—No. 1 of a national chain 
of superior tourist camps with service 
par-excellence for the auto traveler. 

Surveys for eight other locations 
complete. 
The Old Dutch Mills 
Modern Tourist Cabin Camps 

Subsidiary to Follow The Swallow Tour- 

ist Camps, Inc. 


Salina, Kansas—2 

Seneca, Kansas 

Kansas City, Kansas 

Victory Junction, Kansas 
Marysville, Kansas 
Lindsborg, Kansas 

Kansas City, Missouri—4 
North Kansas City, Missouri 
Leeds, Missouri 


Nashua, Missouri 


The Western General Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance in standard companies 
Salina, Kansas 
Kansas City, Missouri 
200 representatives in Kansas cities 
and towns. Handles all insur- 
ance for all our Companies. 


Consolidated Printing & Stationery Com- 
pany 

Salina, Kansas—Largest, most modern com- 

mercial printing plant and office supply 

house in Salina, printing a large part 

of all forms, letterheads, publicity 

matter, books and booklets for all our 

Companies, including “The Parade.” 


Real Estate 

Salina, Kansas—Public Utility Building— 
the fine new office building nearing 
completion to house the general offices 
of The Power, Light and Service 
Company, Western Power Light @& 
Telephone Company, The Public 
Utility Investment Company, Diver- 
sified Utility Investments, Inc., and 
all the affiliated companies. Also sev- 
eral modern business rooms leased to 
retail firms. 

Salina, Kansas—Jones-Ball Motor Com- 
pany building—a modern automobile 
display room, sales and service garage 
housing the Salina Ford and Lincoln 
agency. 


Other Substantial Permanent Investments 





Big Deal 2 — Danville, Virginia electric plant 


In March 1930, Danville, Virginia requested bids to take over its electric plant. For Western Power, 
Light & Telephone (a PUIC holding company), this would be a “large” electric plant. They had mostly 


small-market towns. This would be a step up. 





Downtown Danville, Virginia — 1930 
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Recall the extended campaign for Woodward, Oklahoma electric plant. Raloh and Western Power won 
the acquisition for $505,000, after several years of complex haggling. Danville would be much higher 
profile. It would cost somewhere north of $4 million. 


On April 22, the bids were opened. Ralph and Western submitted their bid of $4.1 million. Tri-Utilities 
of New York submitted a bid of $4.2 million. 


A bidding war ensued. The city council adjourned for several hours so the bidders could contact their 
companies and bankers. The next day Tri-Utilities upped their bid to $4.35 million. Ralph and Western 
upped their bid to $4.3 million. 


New industrics brought to Danville, 
is fast as our Aarte and yours, amd 


What will ‘the | our contribution of $100,000 for such 
S | purpose, will make possible 
electric and gas plant 


sale mean to the 
people of Danville? needed as our program develops, amd 
S mew money will be brought into Dan- 


2 | ville from surrounding communities 
| centinuowsaly.} 


territory. (More born) people will Ieee 


Briefly, the sale of the Elec- | 
d Gas 


£10,000 and definite masistaice from 
us in promoting rural prosperity in 
this vicinity, which will benefit Dan- 
ville in many waya This will come 
through diversity of crops, slock rais- 
Ing, and education as to better meth= 
wis, more intelligent marketing, ete. 


Se 
Large Collateral Advantages Offered by Rival Com- 


panies=— [ri Utilities Offers Additional $100,000 
for Industries and Similar Amount te Re- 


sume Old Industry—Western Company 
Offers Even La vestment. 


e= ey ee 
The City Council this afternoon receited bwo bids for 
the city gas snd electric propertica al a semien which resemb-. 
Jed in pome Fea pects a bi fh stake poker game 


| S00 000 is additias 100,000 for mew P mem = L 
additional S100.000 io be ured in starting a new industry k 
Danville or resurrecting any inde wiry which may have closed 
here. 


} f 
Wisou T iha ity THA mth a mimber of im. 
L a advantage ©. 


ports Indicated a wil 
om tha part af that corporation to make almost the mma in 
— in the Danville field. 

i the request of R H. Jarvin vice-president of tho 
Waaa Power and Light company who al at Oe Wea mat 
in a position at thal moneest to inerease ie bid of hi oom 
pany without consulting his bankers, the Gouneil took à re 
casa until four o'clock this alternoen when Ube bi Aiding which 
has the form of an cxgperated suction sabe will be 
toaamed. The Bee lared that it was unlileely that the Tri 
Cities Corporation would imerease Ha tid further. 


The Bee - April 22, 1930 


Over the course of the next five months, protracted negotiations 
took place. Ralph traveled to Danville often. He stayed at the 
Danville Hotel. He even bought a car to keep there, a 1928 Dodge 


sedan. 


Ralph and Chleo took an airline trip to Danville. They visited 


Washington D.C. 


By September, Western Power had won the bid. They would take 


‘Propositions Analyzed at 


3-Hour Sitting; Re- 
sume Deliberations 
Tonight 


Last nights meting Was consum- 


led chiefly by cxamining Loc collater- 


fi] advantages which are Offered by 
the Tri Utilities corporation and Lhe 


ine city bd. a The Western 


concern is offering 44,300, bog. Zach 


(concern ChuMmersies a number of 


(subsidiary advantages. 


The memorandum book of the 
clerk showed that all members of 


[the Council were pregent last night 
fand that the meeting was consum- 





cd by the reading of a letter 10 the 


(Council submited by the Now York 


ion of BH. president the Sgen oi 


E oF Palio uni is 
En attorney aud a “round table dis- 


The Bee - April 24 i , 1930 


for building up and 


maintaining public affairs m | 
` institutions. ol 


A bigger and better electric | 


plant, right here in Danville. | 
Enlargement wa Sg aa | 
atruction will be done with | 
Danville labor. | 


The plants will be taxable in- 

stead of tax-free as at present. | 

Our company would pay about | 
a year in taxes i 


Danville. 


Same electric and gas rates | 
you are now paying, with pos- | 
sible reductions as production | | 


Natural gas will be brought to Dan- 
ville at ifs earliest Sppareanrey- 
tc > 


Summed up, all these should result in 
more employment at fair wages for 
workers in Danville, more group pros- 
perity and individual prosperity, bet- 
ter living en and a bigger 
and finer city. 


Western Power Light 
& Telephone Co. 
NATHAL i- JONES, President. 


m M. JARVIS, Vico President. Ş 


M: G WEARER, Asat. te Viza President. 


Phone 2619 


“READY TO HELP BUILD A BIGGER 
AHD MOR PROSPEROUS DANWVILL 





Western Power ad - The Bee - September 16, 1930 


over the Danville power plant. They also had to fulfill promises 
they had made. And the sale of the Danville plant to Western had to pass an election by the voters. 
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Ralph and Western had engaged an attorney in Danville, Jesse Benton. Benton had assisted Ralph in 


the negotiations. 


Now, Ralph put Benton in charge of the PR campaign to win the vote. Benton organized the town into 


wards, recruiting and assigning volunteers to canvass and campaign in each ward. 


WARD LEADERS 
OR POWER CO 
HOLD MEETING 


Group of Citizens Enlisted 
to Solicit Votes for Sale 


Holds Meeting At 
Hotel Danville 


_—— )}— 

A meeting of approximately a bun- 
dred ward workers, enlisted to work 
for the sale of the local municipal 
plants, was held tast, night In he 
ballroo Hotel Danvijle, at which 
the situation in the various sections 
of the city was reviewed, and plans 
laid for conducting an intensive cam- 
paign to accomplish the sale of the 


utilities to the Western Power, Light 
and Telephone Company, whose bid 
was approved by the city council and 
an salon on it ordered by the cor- 
poration curt to be held on Octo- 


~ 
a 


The power c any has established 
its offices on the fifth floor of Hote} 


te aces OR the Mith NOOK Of IIOLEI 
Danville and already has a consider- 
able force at work in connection with 
the 2pproaching election and also’ jn 
the prosecution of other business 
connected with the company's opera- 
tions tn this city. 


The politica) features of the cam- 
paig: are belung directed oy Jesse 
Ben local attorney and member 


oi the law firm of Aiken, Benton nud 
Bustard, to whom the ward jeaders 
report at the company's. headquar- 
ters Present at the meeting of work- 
ers held tast night were a number of 
prominent citizens, some of whom 
have long been identifted with local 
politics, and some of whom, at least. 
have heretofore been regarded as op- 
ponents of sate. 


Inquiry made by the Bee this 
morning indicated that those citt- 
zens who are opposed to selling the 
utliities, have not yet succeeded in 
perfecting an organization. The Bee 
was informed yesterday that a mett- 
ing for this purpose was to have been 
held last night, but was told by Dr. 
S. E. Hughes today that the plans 
for organization had not yet ma- 
terialized, Dr. Hughes is an out- 
standing opponent of the sale of the 
utilities and has fought the pronosal 
bitteily from the beginning. advocats 
ing a continuance of municipal own- 
ership. 





The Bee — September 16, 1930 


Benton was a good host when Ralph was in town. When Chleo came to Danville with Ralph, Jesse and 
Lizzie Benton took them to the shore and to visit Washington, D.C. 





Chleo Jarvis (in light dress) with Jesse and Lizzie Benton in Washington, D.C. — 1930 
To watch the videos, check out this post in the blog - familynibbles.com — 187 — Big Deals. 
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Big Deal 3 — Kansas City, Kansas electric plant 


All the while the Danville, Virginia campaign was underway, 


an even bigger opportunity presented itself closer to home. OFFER MADE FOR 
Kansas City, Kansas owned their municipal power plant. K ( LIGHT PLANT 
Western Power, Light & Telephone wanted to buy it. . ve; 


Nathan Jones and Ralph Jarvis teamed up for this campaign, | SALINA COMPANY MAKES BIO 
OF $7,000,000 





a political cat fight. 


"TE Nathan L. Jones Submits Offer 
A S7 million offer Which Includes Provision that 
City Give Company a 20- 
Year Franchise 
Western made the following offer: a 


Kansas City, Kans., June 5 (P)-— 





e S7 million dollars for the power plant and all city Nathan L. Jones, Salina, Kans, | 
infrastructure president of the Western Power, 
e Requested a 20 year franchise from Kansas City, Telephone and Light company 
there today submitted an offer ol 
Kansas (KCK) $$$ _ 
oe $7,000,000 to the city commissioners 
e The head office of Western and Public Utility for purchase of the Kansas City, 
Investment would move from Salina to KCK Kans., municipal light plant. | 
e Western would build a 300-room hotel in KCK The Manhattan Mercury —June 5, 1930 


Rejected 


KANSAS CITY REJECTS 
NATHAN JONES’ OFFER 


| 
Unanimous in Rejecting. Offer | PES ee aR ee AZ Bs WEIN MEET 
for Light Plant | ees sa b 





--—— —_—_—-—-— | The city commissioners rejected the offer. 
| 





. Kansas City, Kans., June 19, (P)—- 
The city commission in session to- 
made by Nathan L. Jones, Salina | 
Eai, public utility operator, to e ARE AR IT 
purchase the city’s municipal light | & TELEPHONE CO. 
plant for $7,000,000. | 
R. H. Jarvis, vice president of the 
Jones company, expressed surprise | 
at the commission's action. He as- | or ek! ARVN ear ant HEA NOYAnrENA 
Best he believed he should have | FIRST VICE: PRESIDENT KANSAS CITY. KANSAS 
| been allowed to present petitions ss = : E amis 
) favorable to the purchase. 
vane ETT Te 





The Morning Chronicle —June 20, 1930 
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Western didn’t give up 


Ralph began a PR campaign, just as he’d done in Danville. Press, ads, promises. 


WE WANT TO MAKE KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 
PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS 


We have proposed to purchase The Municipal Light Plant with features that are of interest to 
every reader of The Masonic News—lIn substance our offer is as given below— 


$7,000,000 cash offered for the light plant as it now stands— 

A complete rebuilding of the present plant, or a brand new plant, in Kansas City, Kansas, at a cost of several 
million dollars more— i i Í 

Possibility of paying off most of the city’s debt, which is a mortgage on every piece of property in the city— 

A new, splendid office building as our home, for Kansas City, Kansas— 

A new, modern, 300-room hotel for Kansas City, Kansas— È 

Employment for many people in the building of these structures, and in their operation— 

REDUCTION OF YOUR TAXES when all these buildings are placed on the tax rolls to help pay the costs of 
City, County and State government— ‘ $ 

An aggressive program of bringing new industries, payrolls, and jobs to Kansas City, Kansas, backed by $25,000 
a year of our money to make it effective— , : 

A new Company coming to Kansas City, Kansas, to make this national headquarters, moving scores of new fami- 
lies to this city, to live here and spend their money here— 

A GROWING city instead of one making little progress. This would increase property values, fill vacant houses, 
create demand for property, make business and living conditions better for everybody— 

AN 


D 
All this without an increase in present electric rates, and with not one cent being asked of Kansas City, Kansas, 


Western Power Light and Telephone Co. 


NATHAN L. JONES, President R. H. JARVIS, Vice-President 


Tune In WLBF 6:45 Morning and Evening 
“Ready To Help Build A Larger And Better Kansas City, Kansas” 


The Masonic News — July 4, 1930 


It didn’t succeed 


The Kansas City, Kansas campaign was one of the most ambitious the company had waged. It would 
have been the signature property, a big city power plant. 


But, in the end, the campaign wasn’t successful. 


Big Deal 4 — Power, Light & Service Company 


Another acquisition, another holding 
company. The acquisition was the American 
Service Company, an ice utility serving 54 
communities. 


Nathan Jones formed a new holding 


company, the Power, Light & Service interests of Salina. 

Company. It held the new acquisition, the The lola Daily Register — August 29, 1930 
American Service Company and Western Power, Light & Telephone, Jones’ main holding company of 
utilities. 
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Nathan L. Jones 
Forms Power, Light & Service Company 


Holding Company Will Control American Service Company And Western Power, Light And 
Telephone Company — Combined Companies Serve 325 Cities In 1A States 
<e 








QNE of the most interesting and significant indus- 

trial developments occurring in the 1930 cal- 
endar of business events was the incorporation 
of the Power, Light and Service Company by the 
interests associated with Nathan L. Jones of Salina, 
Kansas. The Eastern business and industrial world 
hails the organization of this company as of primary 
importance. It meritoriously deserves the national 
attention that it has attained. 

The Power, Light and Service Company, as it 
is stated in our adjoining columns, will control 
the Western Power Light & Telephone Company 
and the American Service Company, which com- 
bined supplies light, power, telephone Service, cas 
tice to some . 


















mating 39,000,000. Nathan L. Jones iS asso- 
ctates own 65 per cent of the stock of the American 
Service Company while they own 100 per cent of 
the Western Power Light & Telephone Company. 

Mr. Jones is widely reputed for his diversified 
industrial and financial activities. He is the presi- 
dent and director of the following companies: 
The Public Utility Investment Co.; Western Power 
Light & Telephone Co.; The Western Light & Power 
Co.; The Western Telephone Corporation of Kansas; 
The Western Telephone Corporation of Missouri; 
The Western Telephone Corporation of Oklahoma; 
Western Telephone Corporation of Texas; Western 
Ice & Utilities Company; and the American Ice 
Company of Dallas, Texas. All of the organizations 
with which he is identified are reputed for the 
unusual high standard service they render to their 
respective communities. It is the prestige that his 
name gives to any enterprise he is associated with 
which gives such unusual significance to the incor- 
poration of the Power, Light & Service Co., and 
which makes its formation become an industrial 
development of the highest importance. 



























“American Business World, September 15, 1930 


The alphabet soup of companies continued. It was difficult to determine what company was controlled 
or held by what other company. Maybe confusion was the point. 


But for sure, it’s another highly leveraged organization. 
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State of the company 


Things at were going well for the Public Utility 
Investment Company and its affiliates. 


Customers were getting good service. 


Investors were getting dividends. At mid-year 1930, the 
company increased the dividend. 


Employees had good jobs. In August, the company picnic 
at the Salina Country Club brought out 400 people. 


More than 400 employees and 
their families of the Public Utili- 


ties Investment company and af- 


fillated organizations of Salina held 


a picnic at the country club there 
Thursday night. 





The Morning Chronicle — August 17, 1930 





Whe 


h 
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Public Utility Investment Company - Executive Staff - Salina Country Club - 1930 


STOCKHOLDERS RECEIVE 
DIVIDEND INCREASE 


The directors of Western Power Light & Telephone 
Company have voted to increase the dividend on the 
Participating Class “A” stock from $2.00 to $2.25 per 
share annually, payable quarterly. 

The directors feel justified in voting this increase in 
dividends because of the rapjd growth of the company 
and the corresponding increase in earnings. 

The net earnings for the first six months of 1930 show 
a definite increase over any other like period in the 
Company's history. 

Full information about this rapidly growing utility 
company = be furnished on request. 


' THE PUBLI? UTILITY 
INVESTMENT COMPANY 


General Offices at Salina, Kansas. 

Branch offices at: Albuquerque, New Mexico; Atchi- 
son, Concordia, , Kansas; Enid, Oklahoma; Eureka, 
Hoisington, Hutchinson, Kansas; Kansas City, Mis- 
souris, Kingfisher, Oklahoma; Liberal, Kansas; Lin- 
coln, Nebraska; Minneapolis, Minnesota; Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma; Omaha, Nebraska; St. Louis, Spring- 
ss Missouri; Stillwater, Oklahoma; Topeka, Wich- 
ita, Kansas. 


Lawrence Journal World — July 31, 1930 


Nathan 
Jones 
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Big deals and more deals 


The four big deals in this story were significant, 





r- 


but they weren’t the only deals in 1930. 
Numerous other holdings were added. 


At age 38, Nathan Jones’ empire was still growing. 








The Public Utility TENI ce | 


AND AFFILIATED COMPANIES 


Diversified wane, Investments Inc. 
Western Power Light & Telephone Co. 
The Western Light & Power Corp. 
Western Light & Power Corp. of Mo. 
Western Light and Power Corp. (Okla.) 
The Home Gas and Electric Co. 

The Western Telephone Corp. (Kansas) 
The Western Telephone Corp. of Mo. 
The Western Telephone Corp. of Okla. 
The Western Telephone Corp. of Texas 
The Western Telephone Corp. of lowa 
The Western Telephone Corp. of Nebraska 
The Kansas Home Telephone Co. 

The Ellis Telephone Co. 
American Ice Co. 

American Service Co. 

City Ice Delivery Co. 
Albuquerque Ice Co. 

Western Ice and Utilities Co. 

The Western Gas and Utilities Corp. 

The Western Gas and Pipe Line Co. 
The Western Gas Company of Washington 
The Western Natural Gas Co. 
The Western Utilities Stores Co. 
The Western Air Service Corp. 

The Western Pure Milk Products Co. 
The Western General Agency, Inc. 
The General Engineering and Construction Co. 
Follow The Swallow Tourist Camps, Inc. 








Nathan Jones — 1930 


Read The Parade 


The October 1930 issue of The Parade is full of personal 
stories about its employees and the goings-on of the 
company. 


Read The Parade - October 1930. 


http://familynibbles.com/the-parade-october-1930/ 


Here’s a teaser article. See what readers had to say 
about The Parade. 
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WHAT A FEW READERS 
THINK OF THE PARADE 


We really don’t like to brag but we 
just can’t keep from it when we have such 
a wonderful opportunity. 

During August several thousand busi- 
ness reply cards were sent out over our 
regular mailing list in an effort to clear 
the deadwood out of our Parane list. 
Practically every card came back and not 
a few of our readers very kindly added 

“bouquets to the information desired. 


I surely enjoy THe PArapr.—Mrs. 
wd Sulsar, Sylvan Grove, Kansas 


` əẹp house without it.— 


Pond Creek, Okla. 


DARADE for 
‘k me 
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Gas for Longview, a Planned City 


Here’s the story of another big deal in 1930. In October, a celebration was planned for the grand 
opening of the gas system in the city of Longview, Washington. 


This was a high-profile utility for the Public Utility Investment Company, and the company was going all 
out for the grand opening. 








Elaborate Formal Openings Planned 
for Longview and Kelso, Wash. 


Introduction of Gas into these Pacific Northwest Cities 
Will Attract the Attention of Entire West Coast 








Western Gas Company of Washington 


In 1928, the Public Utility Investment Company had gotten franchises to provide gas for Longview and 
Kelso, Washington. Naturally, Nathan Jones set up a new operating company, Western Gas Company 
of Washington. 


They set about building the gas plant and installing gas mains throughout the towns. Now, late in 1930, 
the system was ready. 


The gas plant 


The company had hee a a Lowers 
contracted with American 
Gas Construction 
Company to build the 
most modern gas plant 
available. 





Plant of the Western Gas Company of Washington at Longview 
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And infrastructure 


A gas plant was great, but how do you get the gas to every house and business? Gas lines. A huge part 
of this project was the installation of gas mains throughout the town of Longview. The same mains 
were needed in Kelso. 


Laying Mans For Tue WESTERN Gas Com- 
PANY OF WASHINGTON aT Longview anp KELSO 
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Lavina mains for ti the Western Gas Company of Washington at TET and _ 





To get gas across the Cowlitz River, between Longview and Kelso, the company installed gas mains 16 
feet below the riverbed. 
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The dotted line in the above picture shows the route that our gas main took in crossing the Cowlitz river. Kelso will be served with gas from the 
Longview plant by means of this main, was run sixteen feet under the river bed. 


The dotted line in the picture above shows the route that our gas main took in crossing the Cowlitz River. Kelso will 
be served with gas from the Longview plant by means of this main, which was run sixteen feet under the riverbed. 
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And retail store 


Once the residents had 
gas, they would need gas 
appliances. Western 
opened a fancy new 
showroom and store in 
downtown Longview. 





Western Gas Company of Washington — retail store 


A business and pleasure trip 


Ralph Jarvis was to be a keynote speaker at the grand opening ceremonies in Longview, Washington. 
He and Chleo and the boys would drive to Longview, taking an extended vacation trip. 


Jesse and Lizzie Benton and their son and daughter would travel with the Jarvises. Jesse was an 
attorney from Danville, Virginia, and had been working with Ralph on the campaign for the Danville 
power plant. 


The Bentons drove from Virginia to Salina. From there, they took Ralph’s Lincoln. Bill Benton was age 
9, the same age as Mel Jarvis. Daughter Frances was age 4. Donnie Jarvis was 7. 


Their first vacation stop was in Estes Park, Colorado. Then on through Utah, Idaho, and Oregon. 


To view Ralph and Chleo’s home movies, see the blog story - 188 - Gas for Longview, a Planned City 





| A a. 
Mel and Don, Bill and Frances Benton, Ralph and Jesse Benton, group at Oregon haystack rocks, Chleo at Oregon coast — 
1930 
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Trip to Longview, Washington — Jarvis and Benton families — October 1930 


Grand opening 


On October 30 and 31, Western Gas hosted a grand opening and open house. 


Longview, Kelso Openings Are Gala Events 


Local Civic Organizations Work Hand in Hand With Western Gas Company 


of Washington Officials to Make Openings Successful. Large 
Crowds See New Fuel Officially Turned On. 


Bue of the greatest demonstrations of 
welcome that has ever been accorde 

one of our properties was given [he Western 
Gas Company of Washington at Longview 
was the formal opening of the gas plant 


and sales rooms at Kelso on October 
thirtieth and the plant and offices at Long- 





of the Company and inspect the store and 
plant. A large 29 passenger bus was 
chartered which ac the crowds to the 
plant in Longview where they were shown 
the latest improved system of manufactur- 
ing gas. At noon a banquet was given at 
the Kelso Club by Rotary in honor of the 
occasion and representatives of the Com- 


after-hours in preparing for the opening. 
Special mention should be made of the 
assistance rendered by C. P. Goodson, of 
the Securities Division of The Public Utility 
Investment Company who is in Washing- 
ton as District Manager for the state securi- 
ties ofices being opened there. Mr. Good- 
son put in every minute of his time assisting 


pany were the guests of honor. 
estimated that more than 3,000 


view October thirty-first. 

The gala event was staged under the 
supervision of R. Kenneth Evans, Director 
of Publicity, who went from the home offices 
at Salina to the west coast to prepare in 
advance special editions of the T~- ` 
News and th- Y ' 


It was a gala affair. Ken Evans, Director of Publicity, had 


on that day. 


E ma 


spent months planning the opening events and news 
coverage. 


Many department heads were involved, and some Salina 
employees transferred to the new Washington office. 


J.C. Penney, a friend of Nathan Jones, was one of the 
keynote speakers. Ralph Jarvis was a keynote too. 
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It was 
men, 


women and children visited the sales rooms 


in the work of completing arrangements 
Joe Dunbar, Manager i~ -* 


tior- 


The opening was materially strengthened 


in its importance by the fact that R. H. 


Jarvis, Senior Vice President for the entire 


utilities group, drove from Kansas to 


Longview and Kelso to be present. He 
was accompanied by Mrs. Jarvis and the 
two boys as well as Mr. and Mrs. Jesse 
Benton of Danville, Virginia and their two 
children. Mr. Jarvis made several addresses 
as did Mr. Benton, which were highly ap- 
preciated. 
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amaenn a 


FORMAL OPENING 


Wester Gas Company Washing 





PICTURES FROM THE LONGVIEW AND KELSO FORMAL OPENING ACTIVITIES 
No. 1—The Kelso office and store showing a part of the crowd that gathered to see the new gas officially turned on and burned in one of our gas 
ranges. The bus was used to carry visitors from the store building to the plant. 
No. 2—Interior of Longview store and a part of the appliance display. 
No. 3—The entrance to the Longview offices and store with banner announcing the opening. 
No. 4—Interior of the Kelso store and a few of the floral offerings sent by friends and business associates of the Company. 


No. 5—The plant as it appears completed. This view makes the plant building look much smaller than it really is but shows the gas holder and the 
storage ee to a good advantage. 


os o. 6—The committee of the Kelso Commercial Club that helped to arrange the opening program and that welcomed the officials of our Company 
to Kelso. 


No. 7—This is the reception committee of the Longview Chamber of Commerce. They also aided in making our Longview opening the success that 
t was. 


o. 8—Mildred Burgert who went from Salina to take the position of secretary to the manager of th Longview and Kelso properties. 
No. 9—Joe Dunbar, Manager of sales and operations in Longview and Kelso. 
No. 10—Janet Humber, one of the good looking products of the West Coast. She is a Longview girl and is secretary in the Longview office. 
No. 1l—Herman Sane, Rane foreman. 


No. 12—L. M. Longan, District Manager of the Western Gas Company of Washington—in charge of Longview, Kelso and Bremerton construction 
and ee 


o. 13—Ruth Goddard, formerly of Salina but now secretary in the Kelso office. 
No. 14—R. Kenneth Evans of the Commercial Department who handled the opening activities including advertising and publicity. Both Longview 
and Kelso papers brought out special editions for the event. 


Employee breakfast 


Ralph and Chleo hosted a breakfast for the employees at the Hotel Monticello. 


One of the most interesting events of the 


opening was the employees’ breakfast given 


at the Monticello Hotel by Mr. and Mrs. 
R. H. Jarvis, Saturday morning, after the 


opening. Thirty-three guests were in 
attendance bright and early, all identified 
with the Western Gas Company of Wash- 
ington. Impromptu talks were made and 
plans laid for the advancement of the plant. 


It is now expected that this new addition Washington Gas employees — Oct 31, 1930 
to our utilities group will be one of the 


outstanding ones. The plant is one of the 
best that money can buy and build. 
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The trip home 


After the grand opening in Longview, the traveling party took the southern route home, through Utah 
and Arizona. 





Bill and Frances Benton, Chleo and Don and Mel, sheep on road, Lizzie Benton at gas station — 1930 
Four adults and four children in one car for 4,000 miles. | recall my grandmother Chleo telling how glad 


she was when the trip was over. She said, “one of the kids was a brat.” And one of the adults got on 
her nerves too. | won’t say who. 


Back Home 


In November 1930, the trip was over. The Western Gas grand opening had gone well. Some of the 
year’s big deals had closed. 1930 had been a busy and eventful year. 


On the home front, the Jarvises were planning some changes. By the time they rang in the new year, 
they would be living in a different home. Even more surprising, there would be a big change at work. 


Read The Parade 


The November 1930 issue of The Parade has the full story of the Longview grand opening celebration. 
Read The Parade - November 1930. 


Here’s a teaser article. See how 


the company sold over 17,000 Stores Company Sells 17,298 
ee e doth: Lamps in October Campaign 


The latest campaign was that of the but the first six places wer 
Stores Company of our Electric Division. salesmen and saleswo 
They started out October Ist to sell lamps The Cold- 
by the carton and by the car-load. Witha  fehi- ~ 
quota of 15,679, a lamp to every meter, te 
sell they finished with 17,298 sold ar * 
over the top with a final per 
Colorado led the ~ 
It was the * 


Eler” 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — Longview, the planned city 


How did it happen that Public Utility Investment Company would be building and installing gas 
infrastructure in Longview, Washington? The answer may have begun at the American Royal horse 
show in Kansas City. 


Your First Places Are Token In 
Loula Long Combs MAKSUSEA Meese Shaw, 
(By the Assoctated Press.) 
Nathan Jones’ horses competed in shows around the | Sauna, Kas. Sept. 25.—Mrs, Loula 
Midwest. If his horses weren’t in the winner’s circle, the Long Combs took four firsts in the 
opening events of the horse show of 
blue ribbon was likely won by Loula Long Combs. the Mid-Kansas Free Fair last night, 


Mrs, Combs entered only harness 
Over her lifetime, Combs won the most blue ribbons at the horses and drove before an estimated 


American Royal horse shows. Nathan Jones knew her well. crowd of 4,000, Competition for Mrs. 
Combs was furnished large the 
Jo-Mar stables of Salina, owned by 
Loula was the daughter of R.A. Long, one of Kansas City’s Nathan L. ry 


most prominent businessmen. The Kansas City Star — September 25, 1929 
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Loula Long Combs 





Robert Alexander Long was born in Shelby County, Kentucky, in 1850. 


In 1873, at age 23, Long left Kentucky and went west to Kansas City. He 
bought a butcher shop with his savings of $700, but the shop failed. He 
ended up in Columbus, in southeast Kansas, running a one-man lumberyard. 
He was the lumber handler, yard man, and bookkeeper. He lived in a small 
house at the lumberyard. 





Robert Alexander Long at age 23. 
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Long married Ella Wilson in Columbus in 
1875. They lived in the house at the 
lumberyard. A daughter Sallie was born in the 


ee ing? 
E N ` =i Oe l 


Ars ? £ if = : -~ lumberyard house in 1879, and then a 
on sai Eyr mta Ę A EA © daughter Loula in 1881. 
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This visionary painting, which hangs in R.A. Long High School, shows Mr. Long in the door of his 
original lumberyard in Columbus, Kansas. 


Long-Bell Lumber Company 


Business was good, and Robert Long and his partner Victor Bell 
opened lumberyards in a few surrounding towns. In 1884, they 
incorporated as the Long-Bell Lumber Company. They expanded 
quickly, and by 1885 they had 19 lumberyards. 


In 1891, the company moved the headquarters to Kansas City. It 
continued to grow over the next decades. In 1907, the company built 
the R.A. Long building at 10th and Grand in Kansas City. The 16-story 
building had 600 offices and was the first all-steel frame skyscraper in 
Kansas City. 





By 1918, Long-Bell had sales over $50 million per year. R.A. Long Building — Kansas City 


A mansion and a farm 


R.A. built a mansion on Gladstone Boulevard. It later became the Kansas City Museum. 


The Longs developed a farm in Lee’s Summit — Longview Farm. It covered 2,000 acres and had a 
mansion and beautiful horse stables. 





-~ +§2—Kansas City Museum, Gladstone Boulevard at Walrond Avenue, Kansas City, Mo. 





Longview Farm barns - Lee's Summit, Missouri 
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A lumber shortage 


By 1918, Long-Bell’s supply of Southern pine timber for its mills in Louisiana and Texas was fast running 
out. The mills wouldn’t have raw timber to mill into finished lumber. 


R.A. Long, age 68, could decide to abandon the milling, and just keep the chain of retail lumberyards. 
Or he could seek new timber land and build new mills elsewhere. 


Long decided to acquire new timber lands in the Pacific Northwest and build a new mill. Thus began 
the story of Longview, the planned city. 


A huge tract of timber 


After an extensive search, in 1923 Long-Bell bought a 24,000 acre tract north of the Columbia River 
from Weyerhaeuser. Over the ensuing years, Long-Bell acquired adjoining tracts totaling 70,000 acres. 
Much of it was bought on contract — pay as you cut. 


Cannon Beach (26) a Rapids 
(53) Mishawaka: Vernonia 


ArchiCape 


Manzanita 
Rockaway 
Beach 


Garibaldi 
poe 
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Longview, a planned city 


Long-Bell had acquired timber land. Now it planned to build the largest lumber mill in the world. It 
would be located on the deep-water Columbia River, with access to the Pacific Ocean and export 
markets. It was also near three trans-continental railroads necessary for domestic markets. 


And to provide for the new mill’s workers, a new city would be built. It would be designed from 
scratch, with housing and commercial area and parks and boulevards. 
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The design 


R.A. Long called on three Kansas Citians to plan the design for the new city. They would set the stage 
for a town of 25,000 residents 


J.C. Nichols had done a revolutionary suburban development in Kansas City. He would head the 
planners. George Kessler had designed parks and boulevards in Kansas City. Herb Hare was a landscape 
architect and urban planner in KC. 


J.C. Nichols. He 
headed the 
planning team. 





George E. Kessler S. Herbert Hare 


The mill and town are built 


From 1923 through the rest of the decade, the mill and town of Longview were built. Many people and 


companies participated, building infrastructure, roads, houses, commercial buildings, and of course the 
lumber mill. 








_ fj tio 
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Longview, Washington — postcards — c 1930 
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Long-Bell would spend upwards of $40 million on this endeavor. By 1930, Long-Bell would employ over 
3,000 people here. 





By 1924, St. Helens Addition — pictured here with its namesake mountain in the background — was 
densely built wp with houses occupied by millworkers and their families. 


= ws 





This mill — Long-Bell — was responsible for Longview; it was the largest lumber producer in the nation. 
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Utilities 
Electricity and water were put in by Long-Bell in 1923, then sold to Western Gas and Electric (not a 


Nathan Jones company). 


Later, in 1928, when the gas franchise was planned, Long-Bell didn’t want to invest the up-front cost of 
the gas plant and infrastructure. Nathan Jones relationship with Long and Loula Long Combs proved 
fruitful. Jones would get the franchise for Longview, and Jones companies would build the system. The 
neighboring town of Kelso also gave a franchise. 


Epilogue 
By 1927, Long-Bell was debt-free, after dumping lots of money into the Longview plant and city. It paid 


a dividend of $1 per share that year. 


But the economy was showing signs of stress. Lumber sales were slowing. Nothing was wrong with the 
company. It just couldn't sell lumber. No one else could either. 


By October 1930, when Ralph Jarvis was speaking at the grand opening of Western Gas, Long-Bell had 
borrowed $5 million for working capital. But the economy didn’t improve. 


Long-Bell began selling assets to fund operations. That wasn’t sustainable. 


By 1932, Long-Bell’s current liabilities exceeded current assets by $32 million. Bad. There was no 
money to pay the interest due on their bonds. Bondholders sued to force the company into 
bankruptcy, so they could sell assets and recover their bond principal. But the judge in Kansas City 
allowed Long-Bell to reorganize and try to survive. 


As the nation sank deeper into recession, lumber sales dropped even further. From 1932 to 1935, the 
company went through several reorganizations, and bond and stockholders lost most of their money. 
Long-Bell barely escaped bankruptcy and closure. 


During this time of hardship for the company, R.A. Long was in his 80s, and he had some health 
problems. It was a difficult time for him, the first time he couldn’t steer the company through troubles. 
R.A. Long died on March 15, 1934. 


What was left of Long-Bell was merged into International Paper Company in 1956. 


Loula Long Combs lived at Longview Farm until she died in 1971 at the age of 90. 
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Bought a Farm 


In December 1930, a month after they 
returned from their trip to Longview, Ralph 
and Chleo Jarvis bought a farm on the 


southwest edge of Salina. 


Actually, they traded 











Jarvis farm — barn 


On December 11, 1930, Ralph and Chleo Jarvis bought the farm from H.B. and Clara Lamer. On the 
same day, the Lamers bought the house at 955 South 9th Street from the Jarvises. The Jarvises had to 


assume a $5,000 mortgage on the farm as part of the deal. 


~ 
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The Lamers 


H. Bernard and Clara Lamer had a family 
of four children. They were in their mid- 
30s, like the Jarvises. 


H.B. was vice-president of the Lamer 
Hotel, the prominent hotel in Salina. He 
and his brother owned five Lamer Hotels 
around central Kansas. 





LAMER HOTEL, SALINA, KANSAS. 


Lamer Hotel — Salina, Kansas 


The farm 





N Eert a eZ Zw ames Ha The farm was 40 acres. It was 
es ae. ba e z 


Ss 
= ac Northeast quarter of Section Twenty- 


| ay J Six (26) in Township Fourteen (14) 
“| N SS) S South, Range Three (3) West.” 

Na a LAND 

NCQ 


It was just a quarter-mile south of the 
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city limits and Cloud Street. There was a 
dead-end dirt road south from Cloud 
Street to the farmhouse. 


- = we, a The farm would be perfect for Ralph and 
N Chleo and boys. It had a large 
farmhouse, a big garden area, and a 
great barn for their horses. 


There were chicken coops, and a small 
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The farmhouse 


The main farmhouse was big, a two-story with a basement. It had a coal furnace in the basement, and 
floor grates to vent the heat to the main and upper floors. 


The front door faced west. That’s the view we see in these photos. But no one ever used that entrance. 
The back door on the east side was where people came and went. 
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Jarvis farm — farmhouse — Salina, Kansas — c 1930 
The east door entered a large vestibule, open to a sitting room on the left and the stairway on the 


right. Continuing straight ahead entered a good-sized kitchen, with sink and countertops facing a north 
window. There was a breakfast room off the kitchen. 
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The kitchen had two stoves — one a modern electric range, the 
other an original wood-burning stove. Chleo used both. Because of 
Ralph’s job in the utility industry, Chleo always had the latest in 
electric appliances. 


The kitchen had a doorway to the dining room on the south, which 
bordered the entry vestibule and sitting room. Finally, there was a 
large living room on the west side. That was the room that entered 
from the front door. 


The upstairs had four large bedrooms and a bath. 


On the south side of the house, there was a driveway and 
detached single garage. 


The little house 





Chleo Jarvis — south side of farmhouse — 
On the south side of the driveway was the “little house.” It had c 1930 


everything need, a kitchen, bathroom, bedroom, and living room. 


| don’t know if it was rented out. From my knowledge in the 50s, it was vacant. 


The barn 


To a kid, the barn was huge. On the ground floor, there were horse stalls. And an oats bin. The lean-to 
had tack, equipment, and tools. Upstairs was a huge hayloft, with hay stacked to the rafters. It smelled 
SO great. 





Jarvis farm — barn —c 1930 
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Ralph and Chleo had a tractor at the ranch, but not at the farm. Field work was done with horses, a 
throwback in 1930. 


Remember that Ralph Jarvis was a “gentleman farmer.” His main purpose was to have a place to keep 


their horses and toys and have a good setting to raise his two sons. 
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Ready for a ride — Jarvis farm — c 1930s 
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Garden and arbor 


Between the farmhouse and barn, there was a huge vegetable 
garden and arbor. | recall the arbor always being shady on hot 
sunny days. 


There was a windmill and big water tank by the garden. The well 
provided water for the house, livestock, and garden. 


Hen house 


From my knowledge in the 50s, there were several large hen 
houses, or chicken coops. | don’t know if they were there in 
1930. 





Lowel | School Ralph’s mother Anna Stafford by the arbor 


-c 1930 


The boys attended Lowell School. In 1927, Mel had started school at age 6. Don followed two years 
later. 


Lowell School 


1009 S. Highland Avenue 
Salina (Saline County) 
Listed in National Register 2020-10-02 


Architect: William T. Schmitt 


Category: education related 


Named for poet James Russell Lowell, Lowell School is significant on a local level 
as a neighborhood public school built to serve the burgeoning population in south 
į central Salina around Kansas Wesleyan University. The building continually served 
wee the school district from 1916 to 2002, ultimately closing due to population shifts in 
meee the community and construction of a new elementary school. Built in 1915, the 
seem) School is a Progressive Era educational structure. 





Lowell School — c 1920 
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At Lowell, Mel was a good student. 








The Salina Public Schools 


Salina, Kansas 


W. S. HEUSNER 


Superintendent 


February 20-1929 
Master Melvin Jarvis, ioe eee 
Lowell School, 
Salina, Kansas, 


My dear young Friend:- 


I suppose you remember that not 


ago Miss Stewart very. Aog 


came to your room and ga 

test to find out how Beri you could PeR : 
words from pictures and pictures from words. She 
also gave you a test in Silent Reading to find 
— well you understood the words that you 


It must be lots of fun to take these test 
s 
and I am sure the boys and girls enjoyed it be- 


cause they made splendid record 
n p ords throughout the 


I am writing you this letter because the 


report shows that you made a Perfect i 
first of these tesfs, score in the 


I am sure you will be glad to know t 
and you will be glad to tell Nein papa and ae 
about it I congratulate you and hope that this 
is but the beginning of a number of Perfect Seores 
that you will make in these tests in the future. 


Whi. 


W. S. Heusner, 


Lowell School was just around the corner 
from the Jarvis house at 955 South 9th 
Street. 


When the Jarvises moved to the farm in 
1930, the boys continued at Lowell. Chleo 
would drive them, or they could walk. 


Family lore says that some days they rode 
their horses to school. 


955 S. 9th St. 
rs 
ef Lowell 
I 
| School 
| 
Kansas 
| Wesleyan 
University 
I 
"9. 
%  1.4miles o 
Pose seme Gps ase ee EE + 
m 
I 
i 
I 
i 
eee 
°. 16 
@ Jarvis 
farm 
O10 
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Lifestyle 


Certainly, Ralph Jarvis and Nathan Jones weren't suffering the Great 
Depression in 1930. 


Ralph Jarvis had bought a cattle ranch in 1929, and a farm in 1930. Ralph was 


age 36. 


Nathan Jones was continuing to live high. He bought and 





showed horses. His philanthropic gifts continued. Nathan 
was age 38. 


The Jones had a ranch in Estes Park, Colorado. They traveled to and fro in their 
private airplane. 





Nancy Jones 


You've seen in past stories how we've had unexpected surprises and people connections. It happened 
again. We connected with Nathan Jones’ granddaughter Nancy. She has personal recollections of 
"Pappy, and some good stories. 


Nancy said that the Joneses and Jarvises socialized often. She related one story of an elaborate pirate 
party at the Jones home. Nathan had made treasure maps and showered the guests with gold coins 
from the top of the staircase. Nancy still has the invitations to that party. 


We also talked about some of our grandfathers’ problems. They were successful in business, but they 
had issues and weaknesses and frailties. They weren't perfect, like any of us. 


It was great to hear from Nancy. She and Joan and | had a long Zoom call to reminisce about our 
grandparents. 


1930 was a record year 


Any way you look at it, 1930 was a record year for Public Utility Investment Company and its affiliates. 
More properties, customers, and earnings. Here are the 1930 financial highlights. 


164 


These results don’t count any 
of the big deals of 1930, as 
their results hadn’t yet been 
integrated. 


Christmas cards 


Perhaps the successful 
years 1929 and 1930 are 
epitomized by the fancy 
Christmas cards sent by 
the Jarvises and Jones. 
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Salina Parent Utility Reports 1930 a Recorc 


Property Holdings Increased and 
Business and Returns More De- 
pendable, Founder Says 


Salina, Kans., Feb. 12.—In the face 


of a national depression, which has | 


been keenly felt and which, accord- 
ing to students of financial condi- 
tions and business is rapidly improv- 
ing, the Public Utility Investment 
company of Salina shows by its an- 





year, The Public ’ vestme 
company, with headquarters in this 
city, Was founded by Nathan L, 
Jones and associates and is the par- 
ent company for affiliated compan- 
ies operating utilities in nine states 
The major companies are the West- 
ern Power, Light & Telephone com- 
pany and Diversified Utility Invest- 
ments, Inc 

The year 1930 has been a record 
one for us,” stated Mr. Jones. “The 
increases in properties, earnings and 
number of investors has proven con- 























clusively the stability of our business | 


properties and the dependability of 
our earnings. It also proves the sat- 
istaction and confidence of our in- 
vestors in us and in our business.” 


5 — za 
Merry Christmas 

i weh s 

| WHOOPEF 
| The Jarvis Kids 


In support of his statesfent Mr 
Jones pointed out that the close 
of the year 1929 the ~ - 
mnies were serving 172 communities 
as compared to 260 at the close o 
1930, an increase of 88 The num 
ber of investors in 1929 was 9,015 as 
compared to 16,815 in 1930, or a gair 
of 7,800 investors during the year 
In 1929 the affiliated companies hac 
50,000 customers compared to 81,306 
in 1930. or a gain of 31,300. The 
‘arhings in 1929, after deducting op 
erating expenses for 1929, were $927, 
893.05 as compared to $1,587,834.10 ir 
1930, or a gain of $650,941.05. The 
total assets of the affiliated com- 
panics have increased in 1930 over 
1929 by $9,985,398.03. 

es referre © above 
by Mr. Jones are all affiliated with 
The Public Utility Investment com- 
pany. This company w 
in Salina in 1924 byAtr. Jones and 
his associates and bis made a steady 
and dependable gfowth. The prop- 
erties owned byAhe affiliated com- 
panies at the b#ginning of the year 
























ting power plants, 846 

{miles of electric transmission and 

power lines, 168 telephone properties, 

2,859 miles of long distance toll lines; 

7 natural gas properties and 17 ice 
nanufacturing plants 
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Gathered by the fireside 
Our hearts with cheer are filled. 


The troubled tho'ts of all the year 
By some strange pow'r are s 








Item 









Communities served 


1929 1930 
Customers served 81,300 
Earnings $927,893 $1,587,834 
Total assets $14,000,000 $24,000,000 









Assets Quantity 
Electricity communities 
Generating plants 
Transmission lines 


Telephone switchboards 


Long distance lines 2859 miles 


ice plants 





Gas plants 





tilled 


Bright again the Yulelog burns. 
Lighting all with warmest tones: 
But warmer are the greetings 
That come from the house of 


b atii + 


Nahan L. JONES Blanghe 
Nathan Edward - Marx - Scott Norton 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — Great Depression — 1930 


While Public Utility Investment Company had its best year ever in 1930, what was happening to other 
people and businesses in the first year of the Great Depression? 


In October 1929, market prices had crashed, but that may have been as much a symptom as a cause. 
The economy had exposed weaknesses over the preceding several years. Construction was down. Farm 
prices were declining. 


Many hoped the crash would be short-lived. After all, unemployment at the end of 1929 was only 
3.2%. 


Any lack of confidence in the economic future or the basic 
strength of business in the United States is foolish. 


President Herbert Hoover, November 23, 1929 





President Herbert Hoover 


See 


But Hoover’s optimism didn’t match reality. By March 1930, 1.5 


- q w 
> G UNE MPL TED 
at nar t a 
: T APPLES 
` w ‘ Wi 
y j i 4 rw. — 


million people had lost their jobs. By the end of the year, 
unemployment had climbed to 8.7%. 





_ The economy shrank by 8.5%. Prices fell by 6.4%. 


- Soup kitchens, bread lines, and homelessness became common in 
cities. “Hooverville” shanty towns were appearing across the 
country. 





a oe o $ mae ae 
Unemployed man selling apples in New 
York — 1930 


Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act 


In June 1930, Congress passed, and President Hoover signed the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act. Meant to 
support farm prices, it had the unintended consequence of imposing tariffs on hundreds of other 
products. It caused a huge reduction in international trade. 
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Drought and Dust Bowl 


1930 was the beginning of a protracted drought that affected almost half the states in the country. The 
drought was soon to become the Dust Bowl, causing farmers to struggle to grow crops and keep their 
farms. 


Hoover originally asked the Red Cross to offer food and shelter to farmers. As things got worse, 
Congress provided $65 million for food and seed relief. 


Bank failures NT s ropy 


In September, bank runs began. People tried to withdraw 
their money, for many their life savings. But only 1/3 of 
banks belonged to the Federal Reserve system. Non- 
member banks didn’t have enough reserves to meet == 
withdrawals. Bank failures resulted. People lost their money. 1aeu] i | STATES L} oP alle 


Oe ae 
a a aĵ 


~ 





In December, the Bank of the United States failed. It was the 
Ath largest bank in the country, making its failure the largest By. 

l ; : l ; Bank of the United 
in U.S. history to that time. Over 300 banks failed in E T siuedownin 
December alone. December 1930. 


As bank failures grew, more people rushed to withdraw their money. By the end of 1930, over 1,300 
banks had failed. 


Taxes 


Everyone was worried about the deficits that the federal government was accruing. Hoover, infamous 
for doing the wrong thing, raised the top income tax rate to 25% to reduce the deficit. It was another 
dagger in the heart of the economy. 


Opportunities and obstacles 


While auto sales were way down, and construction was almost non-existent, people still needed 
electricity and telephones. There were still expansion and acquisition opportunities. 


In 1930, one-third of American homes did not have electricity. 90% of farms did not have electricity. 
On the other hand, there were obstacles. Expansion and acquisition required capital, and that 
required investors. But the pool of investors had dried up. Raising money was next to impossible. 
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In 1928, the government had begun federal regulation of utility 
and holding companies. The free-wheeling days were over. 


By the early 1930s private utility holding companies were the 
most distrusted industry in the nation. Government targeted 
these companies with more oversight and eventually passed 

legislation to break them up. 


Winners? 


While most Americans suffered, there were those few who 
profited mightily during the depression. 


There were sports stars like Babe Ruth and movie stars like Mae 
West who made plenty of money during the depression. And 
there are some businesses that prospered. 


Could Nathan Jones’ companies overcome the obstacles? 


Could Ralph Jarvis follow Jones to success through the 1930s? 


Timeline - 1930 


Ww 


EVERYONE USES 
ELECTRICITY NOW! 


Read What The Public Utility Ad- 
vertising Association Has Dis- 
covered To Be The Actual 

, Facts 


During the 15 year period, between 
1912 and 1927, while the population of 
the United States was increasing 24%, 
the amount of electricity used increased 
626%; the number of customers increased 
465%; and the number of people living 
in electrically wired homes increased 520%. 


“These figures would seem to bear out 
the remark heard frequently that ‘Everyone 
uses electricity now.’ You will be surprised 
to learn how far short this statement 
comes of actual conditions. Here are some 
figures: 

“Less than two-thirds of the population 
of the United States live in homes which 
use electricity. | 

“Less than 50% of the homes wired 
for electricity use any domestic electric 
appliance except the flatiron. 


“The use of electricity in the home 
would be increased more than 1,000% if 
homes were fully equipped electrically with 
wiring, outlets, and fixtures. 


“Less than 10% of the farms in the 
United States use electricity in any form. 
















































































































































































1930 Ralph and Chleo Jarvis move to 40 acre farm on southwest edge of Salina — 
1930 Anna Jarvis Mounts Stafford (2G) moves to Saline County, Kansas 
1930 US population i is 123 million, a 16% increase over past decade 
1930 Clarence Birdseye patents quick-freezing of frozen foods 
| 1930 Out-of-work people line up for food and jobs, Great Depression underway 
| 1930 = 1st FIFA World Cup held in Uruguay, Uruguay defeats Argentina for title 
| 1930 Ralph and Chleo Jarvis sell 955 5 9th to HB and Clara Lamer 
| 1930 Ralph and Chleo Jarvis buy 40-acre farm from HB and Clara Lamer 
| 1930 Studying photographs, Clyde Tombaugh confirms the existence of Pluto | 
| 1930 Colonel sanders opens 1st Kentucky Fried Chicken i in North Corbin, Kentucky 
| 1930 Jimmy Dewar invents Hostess ` Twinkies a | a ee 
1930 |The first night game in organized baseball played in Independence, Kansas 
| 1930 Aboard a Boeing tri-motor, Ellen Church becomes the first airline stewardess l 
| 1930 Chrysler Building becomes first man-made structure taller than 1,000 feet 
1930 3M introduces Scotch Tape 
1930 Hoover asks Congress for USS$150 million public works program 
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Ralph Resigned 


Are you sitting down? Did you hear about 
Ralph Jarvis? He’s not working for Nathan 
Jones. 


In October 1930, Ralph had wrapped up the 
successful acquisition of the power plant in 
Danville, Virginia. The unsuccessful bid for the 
plant in Kansas City, Kansas had just ended. 





In November 1930, Ralph and Chleo returned 
from the successful grand opening of Western 
Gas in Longview, Washington. As vice-president of utility operations, Raloh had been a keynote 
speaker. 


A few short months later at the beginning of 1931, Ralph no longer worked for Nathan Jones and Public 
Utility Investment Company. 


What happened? 


| don’t know what happened. | don’t know why. Let’s talk through some scenarios. 


Did Ralph get fired? It’s hard to imagine that Nathan Jones would fire Ralph. If Ralph’s performance 
over time was poor, Jones wouldn’t have kept promoting Ralph to such high positions in the company. 
No, he wasn’t fired. 


Was Ralph burned out? For years, he'd been on the road and away from home. Did he want to do 
something less stressful. | doubt it. Based on what we know about Ralph's personality and work ethic 
over the past decade, it seems like he thrived on travel and interaction with people and living the high 
life. 


Was Ralph aware of forthcoming financial troubles for Jones' companies. Ralph would have known the 
inside scuttlebutt at the company. If the financial future was at risk, maybe it was time to get out. But 
would he quit his job for this reason? | don’t think so. 


Did Ralph want to grab the brass ring for himself? Perhaps he felt that Nathan Jones got most of the 
reward for the efforts of all his employees. Maybe Ralph wanted to give it a go for himself. We will 
see that Ralph did attempt some utility acquisitions, so it's possible that this was his motivation. 
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Did Ralph want to get into the cattle business full-time? Perhaps. We know he had an interest in 
raising Hereford cattle, and he'd built up a sizeable herd. But would he give up his lucrative job to do 
this? 


Was it family issues? Was there a family issue or circumstance that Ralph needed to pay more 
attention to? Yes, definitely. Read on. 


Conclusion 


We don’t know the exact reason why Ralph parted ways with Nathan Jones. 


Based on what we know of Ralph's activities in late 1930 and throughout 1931, it looks like Ralph 
resigned. It was probably a combination of the reasons above. 


Ralph was age 36. 


What were Ralph's plans? 


Start a utility business on his own 


Ralph did try to acquire some utilitieson rA; ‘year or=more’ago: he resigned his posi 


his own. | don’t know if he was tion with the Jones’ company. and embark 
> ‘ed -in business on his own-account, oper 
A a ating forthe most párt in-Oklahoma. 


The Tiller and Toiler — February 1932 
For example, in September 1931 Ralph made an unsuccessful attempt to acquire the power plant at 


Jetmore, Kansas. = 
MAY SELL PLANT Wichitan Bidding For Light Plant 


Jetmore, Sept. 1 — A special Dwight Chapin, of Wichita, representing an unnamed 
election will be held Se tember corporation, has made an offer of $65,000 for the 
23 to vote on a proposal to sell} | municipallight plant at Jetmore. 
the munici pal lig ħt plant to R. The offer was made during a campaign in which voters 
H. Jarvis and associates or rejected four to one an offer of $55,000 for the plant 


$55,000. by R.H. Jarvis, of Salina. 














Council Grove Republican - September 1, 1931 Wichita Evening Eagle - September 25, 1931 


Raise Hereford cattle 


Lately: Mr. ‘Jarvis has- been spending 
In March 1929, Ralph and Chleo had bought ‘practically vallof his time at his ranch 
a 640-acre cattle ranch in Summit Township 8&8 miles, southwest of “Salina, where he 

‘owned a. herd of purebrea catuec. Lic Was 


in southwest Saline County. In December deeply. ‘interested jin ‘stock raising, ‘fhe 
1930, they had bought a 40-acre farm on ranch, sia as as the Jarvis ranch, wasa 
‘show place in that !vicinity.- 





the southwest edge of Salina. 
The Tiller and Toiler — February 1932 
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Was Ralph’s resignation partly to soend more time raising Hereford cattle. Probably a contributing 
factor. 


Ralph and Chleo had the ranch, and they had a large herd of Hereford cattle. Ralph could now devote 
more time to cattle breeding and raising. 


an we 
mY shea s Peon dei 





Donnie had rheumatic fever 


One of Ralph’s resignation reasons must have been to spend more time at home. Son Donnie, age 8, 
had contracted rheumatic fever, the leading killer of children at the time. 


The disease was not well understood. Rheumatism generally occurred in children after a bout of strep 
throat. The link between strep infection and rheumatic fever isn’t clear, but it appears that the bacteria 
trick the immune system into attacking the body’s own tissue, particularly the heart. Heart failure can 
result even after the child grows to adulthood. 


In the 1920s, the only treatment was salicylates and bed rest. Most patients remained at home for 
weeks or months. Hospital stays ranged from 3 to 6 months. Half the patients died. 


By 1930, the disease still wasn’t understood, but newer treatments were tried. Often a tonsillectomy 
was performed. Sometimes change to a warmer climate was prescribed. In Donnie’s case, Dr. Cheney 
performed a tonsillectomy, but the operation scarred the larynx. 


Donnie survived the disease, but his scarred larynx affected his voice throughout his life. He also had 
heart disease at an early age and suffered a heart attack in his 50s. 


Ed. note: Dr. Ralph Cheney was our grandparent too. Mel Jarvis married Mary Cheney, daughter of 
Ralph and Emily Cheney. We'll meet them in the next series. 


In 1942, a decade after Donnie contracted the disease, a streptococcus patient was treated with the 
new drug penicillin. The results were quick and amazing. The patient recovered and lived a long life of 
90 years. Today childhood cases of rheumatic fever in the U.S. are rare, but the disease still ravages 
developing countries. 
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A warmer climate 


For Donnie, the doctor prescribed bed rest and visits to a warm climate, particularly in winter. Ralph 
and Chleo took several trips to Texas and New Mexico. 


One such visit was to Mineral Wells, Texas, 40 miles west of Fort Worth. It hosted a resort and healing 
mineral waters. 


Chleo and Ralph Jarvis and Mel and Don 
Mineral Wells, Texas - 1931 





Ralph's health? 


It was said that Ralph had been in poor health. Perhaps it was a lingering effect from World War | gas. 
But it hadn’t seemed to slow him down. So, we don't know if that was a contributing factor. 


Anna Webb 


Chleo’s mother Anna still lived in Larned in the Rock House. She came to Salina often to visit. In 1931, 
Anna was age 64. 


172 


Stories of Our Jarvis Ancestors 1920-1938 





Anna Webb (center). Adults L to R — Sam Stafford, Robert Mounts, Anna Stafford, Chleo Jarvis, Anna Webb, Ralph 
Jarvis, unknown woman, Lottie Jarvis, Tom Jarvis. Children L to R — Bobby Jarvis, Mel Jarvis 


Anna and Sam Stafford 


Ralph’s mother Anna and her husband Sam Stafford were living at the 
ranch in 1931. Anna was age 61. 


Tom and Lottie and Bobby Jarvis 





Sam and Anna Stafford — c 1927 


Recall that Tom and Lottie had adopted a 3-month-old boy in 1926 in 
New Jersey, just before they came to Kansas. They named him Robert 
Lillard Jarvis, after two of Tom’s half-brothers Robert and Lillard Mounts. 
They called him Bobby. 





Lottie, Bobby, and Tom Jarvis — c 1927 


173 


Family Nibbles 





Around 1930, Tom Jarvis deserted Lottie and Bobby and left op, 


town. After Tom left, Lottie had no means of support. She ae) ARRLICATION FOR ADMISSION 


i HANS’ HOME 
was destitute and she was depressed. STATE ORPHANS’ HOME 


In 1931, Bobby was made a ward of the juvenile court of a 5 


To Mill F. Miller 


Saline County. From there, the Saline County probation Inte ofthe Prabata oal Jaroa Court of eid Cony 
lication is hereby made for the admission of Robert Lillierd Jarvis ‘i 
officer sent Bobby to the State Orphans’ Home in Atchison, Sone aia aoe 


Your petitioner respectfully represents to the court that ...he is (parent or guardian, or officer who by virtue 


Ka n S a S . of his office is supervisor of the poor, or probation officer, or person to whose eare the child is committed) 
—_——— 


’ that said child is between two and fourteen years of age; ix sound in mind and body; and lg. admission to said 






Once at the Orphans’ Home, Bobby was placed in a foster rs 

, (State the grounds upon which this application is made, whether the first class—“dependent upon the publie for support ;” or 

home. And after a six months’ probation period, he was te mend am“ ct irae cham din a ef rn and orer wh the te 

may have power to exercise its authority and extend its protection.” Also, give all available facts coucerning the sume—whether 

agoprcd: ait a 
be logateds thet satd child was lert with 





is 





Lottie wrote letter after letter pleading to get Bobby back. 
But it was too late. 





Application for Orphans’ Home — Bobby Jarvis 


June 22, 1932. 





Mrs. T. E. Jarvis, 
Route No. 4, ———- 
bas aap N n bona | > ON 
TA ham N 


‘letter of the 17th, I wish 
son Was Signed over to the 









| n / z y, yP ' 
| O Reene Ue Ch Oe es 7, 





Epilogue — Tom and Lottie 


In 1934, Tom Jarvis married Ruth Meredith in Wichita, Kansas. 


Tom lived around Wichita for the rest of his life. He died in 1970 at 
age 80 and is buried in Wichita. 


ZONAN JA 

SAINI oo 
BUN B A PLD. ALD. Beas 
SERIO JULY 24: (SvO Re 
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In 1932, Lottie married Richard Stinnett in South 
Dakota. 


They moved back to Salina and lived there for several 
years. They had two children. 


Richard Stinnett died in 1939. 





Lottie died in 1991 in Red Bank, New Jersey at age 94. 


Nibbles Extra Credit — Great Depression — 1931 






1931 was arguably one of the worst fo. o ei abe = 
years of the Great Depression. During pe < d3 ia ~~ aiiai r E 
the year, Congress and Hoover IS ZA ‘ 
passed no major legislation dealing 
with the Depression. 


2,294 banks failed during 1931. 
28,285 businesses failed. 


Unemployment rose to 16%. The j A “Hooverville” i in Ge ae Central Park, aa York — Ç 1931 
economy shrank by 8.5%. Prices fell 9.3%. 


By 1931, most American had been impacted by the Depression, and realized that it wasn’t going away 
soon. 


Food riots 


In February, Minneapolis, food riots broke out in Minneapolis as 
hundreds of people broke into a market and make off with food. A 


hundred police are needed to quell the riot. IRD sor Mette phe Tae abe, Be 
HONORS, Dronght pact sine a jÈ a 
QURN, arer 





on Feeds + 100,000 4 ws.) 
Similar food riots broke out across the country. SM ri patemi T ss ee are 
Anti-imm igra nt sentiment New York Times wanna 4, 1931 


Anti-immigrant sentiment grew dramatically. As unemployment grew, blame was cast on foreigners for 
stealing American jobs. In particular, Hispanic farm workers in California were targeted. Many were 
harassed and perhaps more than a million were deported. Many of those deported were U.S. citizens, 
first-generation children of Mexican immigrants born in the U.S. 
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Similar sentiments were growing across Europe. In Germany, growing populism enabled the rise of the 
Nazi party. 





Relatives and friends wave goodbye to a train carrying 1,500 people being 
expelled from Los Angeles back to Mexico in 1931. 


Bank failures 


In May and June, there was a second round of bank failures. This run began in Chicago. of 193 state- 
chartered banks, only 35 would survive over the next two years. 


Across the county, almost 2,300 banks failed in 1931. 


Drought and Dust Bowl 


The mid-South were the worst affected by the drought in 1931. But the Midwest was now suffering 
dust storms on a regular basis. 


Timeline - 1931 





1931 The Star-Spangled Banner by Francis Scott Key becomes US national anthem 


1931 State of Nevada legalizes gambling 

1931 Empire State Building is completed and opens for business 

1931 Ralph Jarvis resigns from PUIC and starts similar business 

1931 Jetmore votes against selling electric plant to Ralph Jarvis 

1931 Thomas Edison submits his last patent application 

1931 Lake of the Ozarks in Missouri completed | 

1931 Al Capone is sentenced to 11 years in prison for tax evasion in Chicago 
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Ralph Jarvis Died 


Did you hear? Ralph Jarvis died this afternoon. 


He was out with the horses. He came into the house and told 
Chleo he didn’t feel well. He retired to the bedroom. 


Shortly, he yelled for Chleo. He died at 3 o’clock. 





Ralph Hayden Jarvis died on Monday, February 15, 1932, at 3 pm. He was age 37. 


R. H. JARVIS DIES 


Passes Away Suddenly This After- 
noon At Farm Near 


. This City 
R- H. J . route one, Salina 


his home on route one, immedi- 
ately southeast of the city. The 
pulmotor was summoned, but Mr. 
Jarvis was dead when, it arrived, 
according to the statement of Ben 
Wolbert, firechief. 

The firechief said he was inform- 
ed at the Jarvis home that Mr. 
Jarvis had been in the lots turn- 
ing some horses loose, and return- 
ai to tho house to say he was fi. 
He went to his room to lie down. 
Later he summoned his wife. He 
died about 3 oclock, his physician 
stated, 








The Salina Journal — February 15, 1932 
MANY ATTEN ‘FUNERAL 
Last Rites For R. H. Jarvis Held 

Wednesday Afternoon i 

Friends and relatives of R. H. 
Jarvis à their final to 
his memory ednesday afternoon 
at the funeral service conducted in 
the afternoon from the Rush 
Smith Funeral Home, with Rev. A. 
G. Williamson, pastor of the First 
Methodist church in charge. The 
floral tributes were lovely and for- 
med an almost solid embankment 


on one side of the room. 
Former associates of Mr. Jarvis 


an at institution’s offices closed 
from 2 until 4 oclock in the er- 
noon in tribute to him. Interment 


was made in Memorial Park cem- 
etery. 





Ralph Hayden Jarvis 1894-1932 | The Salina Journal - February 17, 1932 
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Funeral 


Ralph was buried on Wednesday, February 17, at 
Roselawn Memorial Cemetery in Salina. Many of his 
friends and co-workers attended. 


Obituary 
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Ralph’s obituary in Larned’s The Tiller and Toiler gives us the most information about his life. 


Ralph H. Jarvis, a former Larned 
resident, died Monday afternoon at 
his home in Salina, the result of a 
heart attack. Mr. Jarvis had not 
been in good health for a long time. 
He was gassed in the world war and 
never had fully recovered from the 
experience. 


He amassed a considerable fortune. 
He built one of the most beautiful 
homes in Salina. 

A year ago he resigned his position 
with the Jones company and embark- 


ed in business on his own account, oper 


ating for the most part in Oklahoma. 


Mr. Jarvis' wealth recently has been 


estimated to be between $200,000 and 


$250,000. 


Mr. Jarvis was one of the original group 
of young men who helped Nathan L. Jones 
lay the foundation for his extensive utility 
business in Larned. Mr. Jones once said 
of him: "My attention was first attracted 


to the superior qualities of Mr. Jarvis 


we were building the transmission line 


of the old Pawnee Power & Water 


Company. A truck was mired on the road 
and nobody else seemed to know what 


do, but | turned the job over to Ralph 
Jarvis and he had the truck on solid 


ground in a jiffy. That incident stuck in 
my mind, and | felt he had the qualities 
of persistence, initiative, and executive 


capacity to make him a valuable man 
for our company. Time proved the 
wisdom of the idea." 


DEATH OF RALPH JARVIS 


IN SALINA MONDAY 
Former Larned Man, Whose Rise Had 


— "tear Ata Attack. 


Ralph Jarvis, a a former Larned 
ME «e p k Montay afternoon at 
in Salina, the result of a 

heart attack. Mr. Jarvis had not 
been in good health for a long time. 
He was gassed in world war and 
never had fully recovered from the 
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The Tiller and Toiler — February 18, 1932 


Mr. Jarvis had made a rapid rise in the 
world. He came to Larned in 1916 and 
started in at the bottom with the old Paw- 
nee Power & Light Company, controlled 
by Nathan L. Jones. Mr Jarvis began 

with the company as a truck driver and 
rose steadily. Ten years later he held an 
important position with the acquisition de- 
partment of the Public Utilities Invest- 
ment Company, Salina, Lathan L. Jones 
concern, and was its vice president. 


ately Mr. Jarvis has been spending 
practically all of his time at his ranch, 
8 miles southwest of Salina, were he 
owned a herd of purebred cattle. He was 
deeply interested in stock raising. The 
ranch, known as the Jarvis ranch, was a 
show place in that vicinity. 


Mr. Jarvis is understood to have left a 
considerable estate, although it is said 
that he lapsed nearly $50,000 in life 
insurance in recent months. Mr. Jarvis 
was married to Miss Cleo Webb in Larned. 


Funeral services for Mr. Jarvis were held 
yesterday afternoon in Salina, and burial 
was in Salina. Those who attended from 
Larned were Mr. and Mrs. O.H Baxter, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Sooby and Mrs. Tom 
Sooby. Mrs. Tom Sooby and Mrs. O.H. 
Baxter were sisters of Mrs. Jarvis Mr. 
Jarvis is survived by his widow and two 
sons, Melvin and Donald. 


| didn’t know he “had not been in good health for a long time.” It’s here that we learned that he 
resigned his position with Public Utility Investment Company. The obit talks about his interest in 
purebred cattle. There’s even a quote from Nathan Jones. 
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Chleo’s situation 


Chleo Jarvis, age 32, had lost her husband. They had met in 1916 in 
Larned, when Ralph was 22 and Chleo 16. They married in December 
1919, just over 11 years ago. Chleo mourned her loss. 


Like so many of our great-grandparents, Chleo was a young single 
mother. Her son Mel was almost 11. Donnie was age 9. But unlike 
many of those great-grandparents, Chleo wasn’t under financial 
duress. 











She had a farm with a mortgage, a ranch with a mortgage, and a bunch 





of horses and cattle. Also, Ralph had a life insurance policy. Chleo 


Chleo Webb Jarvis — 1931 


would deal with Ralph's affairs, but there was time for an orderly 
approach. 


Chleo would have to decide if she wanted to keep the farm and the ranch. Or would she move into 
town in Salina. Or would she move back to Larned where her mother was. 


Probate 


Ralph had a will in which he named Chleo as executrix. 


The first order of business was to probate Ralph’s will so Chleo would be authorized to conduct 
financial transactions. Chleo used the Burch, Litowich, Royce law firm. She knew them well, as they 
were the corporate attorneys for Public Utility Investment Company and friends of Ralph and Chleo. 


The attorneys filed a PETITION FOR PROBATE OF WILL on February 18, the day after Ralph’s funeral. 


| ne 
| IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE NO. \-© IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
| SALINE COUNTY, KANSAS 
OF 
| ESTATE #4780 
Rə He JARVIS, DECEASED GENERAL INDEX "J", PAGE 213 & 230 


February 18, 1932, PETITION 
FOR PROBATE OF WILL filed; Entered 
n Journal 736, Page 242, and is 
as follows: 





| : That said Last Will and Testament has 

| been executed in all respects according to law. And your petit- 
| ioner further says that the said E, H., Jarvis left surviving him 
| as him heirs at law 


Sylvia C., Jarvis, his wife 


Melvin LeRoy Jarvis, his son 
| Donald Clair Jarvis, his son 
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On February 20, Probate Judge Will Miller adjudged the will to be legitimate, and authorized Chleo as 
Executrix. Now, Chleo would be able to make financial transactions as Executrix. 


On February 24, the attorneys placed the required notice in the Salina Journal. Ralph’s friends and co- 
workers Jim Mulloy, Sherley Stewart, and M.J. Kennedy were appointed to inventory the value of his 
estate. Ralph’s personal secretary Margaret Quinn notarized the document. 


WE THE UNDERSIGNED, disinterested householders of said 
County, do solemnly swear that we willtruly, honestly, and 
. impartially appraise the personal property of the estate of 
i Re He Jarvis deceased, which shall be exhibited to us, and 
perform such other acts and duties as may be required by law 
in the premises, to the best of our knowledge and ability. 
50 help us God. 





J. T, Mulloy 
nds Ms J. Kennedy 


b ie 
his fri LA Sherley Stewart 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 15th day of April, 


Margaret Quinn his personal 
(NOTARIAL SEAL) Notary Public 


My Commission expires: BRS secretary 
2=1-34 


19326 





On March 23, 1934, two years after Ralph’s death, the court found that the estate had been fully 
administered, and that final settlement should be made. 


March 23, 1 ba JOURNAL ENTRY OF FINAL SETTLEMENT filed; 
Entered in Journal #41, Page 199 (same court, same estate) 
ard is as follows: 


ee 


Surprisingly, Ralph’s estate was not too complicated. The value of land and cattle sale were a break- 
even with the mortgages. There wasn’t much cash or stock. Perhaps he sold his Public Utility 
Investment Company stock when he resigned. 


One odd asset was a stock certificate for 600 shares of Godchaux Sugars. Godchaux was a large 
plantation and sugar refinery in Louisiana. Godchaux operated until 1956, when it sold to National 
Sugar. Chleo kept those stocks. 


In the end, the estate value included the farm and ranch and their mortgages, a few thousand dollars 
and the sugar stock. 
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Sell the ranch 


320 


One of Chleo’s first decisions was that she would sell the ranch. 


Edward Carlin 


C-L. Richards 


Ralph and Chleo had bought the ranch in two parts, the larger PTN 
560-acre part from C.L. Richards and the smaller 80-acre part 
from C.L.’s brother George Richards. Each part included a house. 


The 560-acre part 





On April 1, 1932, just over a 
month after Ralph died, Chleo 
sold the larger 560-acre part of 
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Kansas 5 of the firat part, and 





County, in the State of ie 


The price of $19,600 covered 
her mortgage of $9,600 and the 
contract amount of $10,000 to 
Richards. So Chleo broke even 


of Saline 






CHARLES L. RICHARDS, 
TT 









WHEREAS, 8 


cond pert, Sum of $19 600 00 ered > LE 
é , . ofr r ray i 
ec y Said CHARLES 


County, in the State of Kansas epics 
WiTWESSETH, That said part y of the first part, in consideration of 
and other good end valuable considerations? cose me 
i , wat 
acknowledged, do on oY these presents, REMISE, RELEASE AND @ 
all the following-desoribed REAL ESTATE, 


of Saline 








less than 
L. RIC WARDS} 





One Dollar ($1.00) 
the receipt of whieh fo hereby 






sitwated 






irs and assigns, = 
said part y ofthe second part, his heirs , to wit: curt, wh 






and State of Kansas 









in the County of Saline 





Section Pifteen 
The West Halr (Wh) of reer (Kwa) 
(15) and the Eor erer? onthe dri dd 









on the deal, and Richards 


and the East Half (B ) 
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earlier. 






Crevuted and delivered presence of 











Tom and Lottie Jarvis were no 


4 “ection Tw 
South, Ran P = Township Sixt we, 
] P. M. ieo (5), Weat of the")? 





oo, Indenture deed and Executrix deed 
longer living in the main ranch Chleo Jarvis to C.L. Richards 


house on the C.L. Richards part, 560 acres in Saline County, Kansas 
April 1, 1932 









TO HAVE AND 





To HOLD POR EVER 





= IN WITNESS WuEREn» + 
my name this April Fá Ber © hereunto subscribed 





so that wasn’t a worry. 


The 80-acre part 


Anna and Sam Stafford still lived in the house on the smaller part bought from George Richards. 


Chleo kept the smaller 80-acre part of the ranch, so Anna and Sam Stafford would have a place to live. 
They continued to live there for several years. 


In 1935, Anna and Sam Stafford moved to Wichita to live near Tom Jarvis. At that time, Chleo sold the 
small part of the ranch to Hugh Carlin. 
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Sell the cattle, horses, and ranch goods. 


On Monday, April 4, 1932, Chleo had a sale to sell the horses, cattle, and ranch goods. The proceeds 
were $1,702.90. Chleo didn’t sell their personal horses, which were kept at the farm in Salina. 






2 mules and 11 horses | Dear Ma 





4 bulls and 10 cows | $702.9 


mine 
Farmall tractor, 2 mowers | : 
binders, cultivators, hay rack 


Table and 4 chairs, heating stove, Í if 
3 beds, 2 rocking chairs 










vor and 

iade LHC arag ty culeiv 
binder, 1 | 

BicCormich core core mw whe 






ist: 
| 2 
H 


wt. 
rochiog (haets 
Congotcam reg. 2 a ra 


nm 2 500 chick brooder stoves, chick 
SYLVIA C JARVIS, Ex waterers, hog feeder, 3 harnessed 


FALUN STATE BANK, Clerk 








Hudson 1/2 ton truck, 1 grain trailer 


Life insurance 


Insarance Payments Here 
As his obituary notes, Ralph had let some of his life insurance st Year Total $302,000 


_—————— = 





policies lapse, perhaps $50,000 worth. Fortunately, he had A third of a million dollars was” 
another policy. That policy paid $80,400. paon, ood pect during 3923, ae | 


survey by the National Underwrit- 
: T . ros . er, weckly insurance paper shows. 
Without the life insurance policy, Chleo’s inheritance would have In Kansas $45,400,000 was paid 
out during the year. Wichita, Kan- 
had almost no value. nas City and Topeka led the state, 
with Hutchinson fourth, with $302,- 

That $80,400 in 1932 000 paid out here. 
| Salina ranked fifth, and Abilene 
would be the equivalent | sixth, with Lawrence, Emporia and 


CPI Inflation Calculator 
| Arkansas City following. 


$| 80,400.00] of over $1.5 million | The largest individual life insur- 
in| February _v | 1932 v | tod anco death ment in Kansas in 
has the same buying power as pudy: 1932 was $80,400, on the Jife of 
Raiph H. Jarvis of Salina. Other 
f — large payments were, Elmer H, For- 
ae ser iney, Abilene, $62,166; Harry B, Bow- 
man, Larned, $55,000; Wilbur L. 
Smyth, Great Bend, $42,000; John 
M. Long, Topeka, $39,000; Clifford 
P. Foster, Kansos City, $33,000; 
Ralph did that right. His was the highest life insurance payout in Aloytious F. Luts, Beloit, $30,534, 























Kansas in 1932. The Hutchinson News —July 29, 1933 
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The farm 


Chleo decided she would keep the farm and raise her 
sons there. She would need some help. 


Anna and Jim Webb 


Chleo’s mother Anna Webb came to Salina to stay 
awhile and lend a helping hand. She was a comfort and 
a big help. 


Later, Chleo’s brother Jim Webb came to help out. Jim 
was her elder brother by nine years. In 1931, he was age 
40. Jim had never married. 





Jim had worked on farms and ranches all his life. He was 
a great help taking care of the outdoor chores and the 





farm. 


Chleo appreciated both of them so much that she 
eventually asked them to live with her permanently. \ 





And they did. Anna Webb sold the Rock House in Chies; Melona Dondawis end Anna Webh=103 
Larned, and she and Jim moved to Chleo’s farm in 
Salina. 


Fz 
oe 


i 





Jim Webb, with Mel and Don Jarvis and dog. Horse team are Prince and Queenie. Farmhouse in 
background. c 1933 
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Nibbles Extra Credit — Great Depression — 1932 


If there was a worse year in the Depression than 1931, it 
was 1932. 


Unemployment rose to 23.6%. 13 million people, almost 1 
in 4, were unemployed. Many had lost their savings, and 
many had lost their homes and farms. 


The economy shrank another 13%. 





Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial — Washington, 
D.C. 


Bank failures 


1,700 more banks failed. More than 10,000 banks, 40% of all banks, have failed. 


- 
« 
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it 
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“Scuse me, Buddy, is this the bread-line or a run on a bank ?” 





Taxes 


In June, Hoover signed the Revenue Act of 1932. It raised the top income tax rate from 25% to 63%. 
The act also raised corporate income taxes and sales taxes. Hoover thought it would restore 
confidence and reduce the federal deficit. But it made the situation worse. 
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On July 8, 1932, the Dow Jones hit bottom at 41.22. That’s the lowest ever recorded, and a 90% loss 
from its high in September 1929. 


450 


Dust bowl 


Jan 1929 
Apr 1929 


1929 


You see! I told you! 


jul 1929 
Od 1929 
Jan 1930 
Apr 1930 





Good Support here! BUY! 


a Brewe there yet? 
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More than 14 major dust storms hit the Midwest in 1931. 


Roosevelt elected 





In November, Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected 
President. He defeated Hoover in a landslide. The 
American people blamed Hoover for multiple 
transgressions in dealing with the Depression. 


Democrats won majorities in both houses of Congress. 
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Some hope? 


Construction contracts increased 30% by the end of the year. 
Department store sales rose 8%. And by September the rate of 
bank failures slowed. 


A stamp collector himself, FDR understood the power of visual 
imagery, and he changed the look of stamps to convey messages 
of hope, optimism, and the solidity of the federal government. 


Delivering Hope - National Postal Museum 
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Timeline - 1932 





1932 
1932 
1932 
1932 
1932 
1932 
1932 
1932 
1932 
1932 
1932 
1932 





Amelia Earhart makes 1st solo transatlantic flight by a woman 

The Dow Jones reaches lowest level of the Great Depression, at 41.22. 
Ralph Hayden Jarvis (1G) dies in Salina, Kansas, age 37 

Infant son of Charles and Anne Lindbergh is kidnapped, later found dead 
Revenue Act of 1932 creates gas tax in the United States at 1 cent per gallon 
Ralph Hayden Jarvis (1G) dies in Salina, Kansas, age 37 . 7 | 
Chleo Jarvis has sale at Brookville ranch 

Amelia Earhart flies from the US to Derry, Northern Ireland in 15 hours 
Tax lien filed against Nathan Jones 

Ralph Jarvis had highest life insurance payout in Kansas $80,000 

Anna and Jim Webb move to Salina to live with Chleo Jarvis and sons 
Unemployment in the USA is around 33%, about 14 million 
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Nathan Jones Fall From Grace 


Nathan Jones had gone from a 23-year-old small town electrician to a regional utility magnate. He built 
a big company and made a fortune. He was a philanthropist. He had a model dairy farm and a stable of 


show horses and a private airplane. 








Nathan L. Jones — 1929 


Nathan Jones’ early business dealings had gained him praise and acclaim. 


His customers got good service. His employees had 
good jobs and advancement opportunities. His 
investors received regular dividends on their 
investments. 


But as his companies grew, Jones turned more to 
leveraged financing of holding companies instead of 
his core businesses of utility operating companies. It 
was the way the utility industry worked across the 
county. 


Throughout the Roaring 20s and the first years of 
the Great Depression of the 30s, Jones’ companies 





continued to set growth records. pi 
HC = Holding Company OU = Operating Utility 
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A horse sale — April 1932 


In April 1932, just two months after Ralph Jarvis died, Nathan 
Jones began to sell his prized horses. At one sale in Kansas City, 
his saddle horses were the feature attraction of an auction. His 
horses were a passion. Why would he want to sell them? Was 


this a sign of trouble? 


A tax lien — May 1932 


A month later, in May 1932, an Internal Revenue investigator 
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—-- -0 
ROYAL SALE TOMORROW. 
Saddle Horses on Block Include 


Widely Known Ones. 

The second annual spring saie oí 
saddle horses, sponsored by the Amer- 
ican Royal Livestock and Horse show, 
will begin at 1 o'clock 
ernoon in the American Royal build- 
ing, Twenty-third and Wyo- 
ming avenue 

A feature of the occasion will be 
the dispersal sale of the saddle horses 
of the Jo-Mar stables, Salina, Kas., 
Owned by Nathan L. Jones. The lot 
Willi inciude the beautiful white high 
school mdre, Silver Lady, shown sev- 


— af 
tomor? W fille 


street 





The Kansas City Star — April 8, 1932 


filed a tax lien against Nathan Jones. The lien charged a back tax 


amount of $17,828.76, plus interest. It was for underpayment of Nathan Jones’ personal income taxes 


for 1928, 1929, and 1930. 


SALINA, May 27.—(/P)—A fed- 
eral income tax lien for $17,- 
897.88 has been filed here against. 


property owned by Nathan L.) 


Jones, utilities operator, The lien, 
filed by H. H. Motter, Wichita, 
federal internal revenue collector, 
includes interest for 1928, 1929 
and 1930. 


The Parsons Sun — May 27, 1932 


Was Nathan Jones cheating? | don’t 
think we can read too much into this 
tax lien. For someone with 
complicated finances, it could be 
shrewd maneuvering by his 
accountants. It wasn’t mistakes, 
because he had the best accountants 
in Salina. 





Bust fontaine oman 5355 Pele Boo 


3 of Misc. Page 45 
_ NOTICE OF TAX LIEN UNDER INTERNAL” REVENUE LAWS 


ber nh A Ea he Ap 





No. OT Nn Usiren Srares IstTonyar Revexor, 
— . Dısrmcor or ........ KaMBe@s 
n May A , 19.2% 


P pom uant, to the  pioriman of Sectio on 8186 ¢ of the Revised Statutes, of. the Us niled States, as amende od by 


Residence or place of business ....... Salinas _ 


Nature of tax nan hah O f 
Taxable period -2R Calendar years 1928, 1929 and 1930 | eaea A 
Amount of = T En a ee eee re Eee om Be ee. | i ew pate: TA 
interest 
Additional (pensliy}etax assessed . TEAR Benan NA $ 69.12 
(Plus interest o 2 12% from | 5-23-32) ; 
Date assessment list received . EP EIAS PEE EL I SE AE ENARA; BE 











: 3 Collector. 
CERTIFICATE OF OFFICER AUTHORIZED BY LAW TO TAKE ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
aye 
Coun'rr or Pro ae MER estes HI 


On this of personally appeared hefar vo GhOrk, of US District Court oo 
(OMelat titio) 


in and for the State and County aforesaid, . : repi bite ee TAE 
Collector of Internal Reventie for he .....ccccccece-eeceeoee! t _.. district of ..... Kansas _ = 
to me well known as the person who executed the foregoing instrament, and veka iowledged that he executed 


the same for the purposes therein expressed. 


In v witness. w her qof T have hereunto set my hand and ollicigl senl, os ae fo 

day We May s: oe SRS E ee Rou 7 

; Pat is sf ge NO, 
"S T f Ys fuk of U8 District. Court. 

ie i E ff a ji 
Saati et Daear. eee. 
aay ‘Beline, County soe 
„Sedina, Kansas PORE. 


3—0 


Tax Lien — Nathan L. Jones — May 1932 


The years referred to in the tax lien are before the worst of the Great Depression, so it’s hard to 


believe that Jones’ personal finances were suffering. But... 
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A bond default — August 1932 


Uh oh. On August 1, 1932, Western Power, Light and Telephone Company defaulted on a bond issue 
for $465,802. That means the bond holders not only didn’t get their interest payment, they also didn’t 
get their principal amount repaid. They lost it all. 


Western Power was one of Jones’ main holding companies. Were things starting to unravel? 


A cattle sale — August 1932 A 


| SALINA DAIRY HERD SOLD. 


The same month, August 1932, Jones held an auction to sell the | Ninety-six Animals From Nathan 


j : L. Jones Farm Average $100 E 
prized Jo-Mar herd of Guernsey cattle. In one of the biggest ” FOP Average 9200 Each. 


l | Salina, Kas, ~The | Nath: S 
auctions of its kind in the Midwest, the herd of 96 cattle sold for | dair herd is ng more The ne H =< one 
| were disposed of at public auction 
an average price of $100. | here, marking the passing of a 
| Guernsey center that had become 


Was Nathan Jones trying to liquidate what he could before it was famous in this and surrounding 
States, The herd comprised ninety- 
all taken away? | six head of Guernseys and went on 


The Kansas City Star — August 24, 1932 


Gigantic Automobile Auction 


Sell Ford dealership — October 1932 EES SA L E el 


To be held by Nathan L. Jones Motor Co., 743 North Santa Fe 


In October 1932, Nathan Jones announced that he had Monday Salina, Kansas | 
, , , Auction | Monday and Tuesday | ^«: 
terminated his Ford dealership contract and would have a close- 2and7p.m) November 2 and 3 


Every car, shop equipment and other it ame Wl ha saia we Iaa eee Pid- 
. You can easily aford to drive two hundred 





der 
will be the only tenia Ahi 9 2 to buy the car car you, want a at ss 


out sale. 


= Fras zoe recently terminated our Ford contract and therefore this is 
Closing Out Sale 
The Salina Journal — October 29, 1932 


Western Power into receivership — Nov 1932 


Was he trying to liquidate what he could before it was taken 
away? 


Big troubles. After Western Power, Light and Telephone defaulted on the August 1 bond repayment, 
the bondholders went to court to try to get their money. There were upcoming bond issue repayments 
of $1 million coming up in December and $3 million due in February 1933. Bondholders were frantic. 


On November 14, the judge threw the company into receivership. That means appointing someone as 
receiver to take over all the assets of the company and try to salvage as much as possible. 
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WESTERN POWER 
UTILITY INTO A 
RECEIVERSHIP 


It is Twenty Million Dollar 
| Power, Light and Tele- 
phone Concern. 








Chicago, Nov, 14.--(.7)~ Federal 
Judge James H. Wiikerson an- 
nounced today the appointment of 
an equity receiver for the Western 
Power, Light and Telephon com- 
pany, 6 $20,000,000 holding corpora- 
tion operating 19 public utilities in 


275 middle western communities. 

The court had appointed Robert 
Ia Tudor ae receiver last Friday, 
but the action was suppressed until 
today, 

The various» utility companies 
embraced by the corporation served 
450,000 people, the activities includ- 


ing s Jighl and power, wa- 
ter, nie apna salt, coal and 


wood. 

Receivership was asked by A 
group of creditors holding notes 
totaling $150,000. J. A. Kennedy, 
president, consented to the recetver- 
ship as a means to prevent lawsuits 
which might jeopardize ansetx. He 
stated that normal income of the 
company was $3,500,000 annually. 

The petition cited that the com- 
pany defeulted Aug. 1. on a hond 
issue of $465,502 and that. $2,999,000 
falis due next February and $1,060,- 
000 in December 1952. 

For Selina Company. 

Salina, Kan, Nov. 14- (P)-- 
Judge John C. Pollock has appoint- 
ed Robert L. Tudor and ©. G. Grant 
ancillary receivers for the Western 
Power, Light & Telephone com- 
pany, with headquarters in Salina. 


Family Nibbles 


Chicago, Nov 14 - AP 


Federal Judge James H. Wilkerson announced today the appointment of 
an equity receiver for the Western Power, Light and Telephone Company, 
a $20,000,000 holding corporation operating 19 public utilities in 275 
middle western communities. 


The court had appointed Robert L. Tudor as receiver last Friday, but the 
action was suppressed until today. 


The various utility companies embraced by the corporation served 650,000 
people, the activities including sale of gas, light and power, water, telephone 
service, salt, coal and wood. 


Receivership was asked by a group of creditors holding notes totaling 
$150,000. J.A. Kennedy, president, consented to the receivership as a 
means to prevent lawsuits which might jeopardize assets. He stated that 
the normal income of the company was $3,500,000 annually. 


The petition cited that the company defaulted Aug. 1 on a bond issue of 
$465,802, and that $2,999,900 falls due next February and $1,060,000 


in December 1932. 


Salina, Kan. Nov 14. - AP 

Judge John C. Pollock ha appointed Robert L. Tudor and C.G. Grant 
ancillary receivers for the Western Power, Light and Telephone Company, 
with headquarters in Salina. 


The order was signed by Judge Pollock in Kansas City. 


Judge Pollock authorized the receivers to employ B.I. Litowich of Salina 
as counsel. 


The Hutchinson News — November 14, 1932 


Public Utility Investment and Diversified Utility 
Investment Companies were the top two holding 
companies in Nathan Jones’ portfolio. 


were thrown into receivership. 


On June 22, 1933, those two holding companies gtiity Investment aae Teiae ave 


Nathan Jones was out. 


Everything else into receivership — July 1933 


Oo Á—— enti 


RECEIVERS TAKE THEM 


eae a 


Salina, June 22.—Two Nathan 
Jones companies, the Public 
Diversi- 







been thrown into receivership 
by creditors. 


Council Grove Republican — June 22, 1933 
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| Nathan Jones, of Salina, has 
a polo team in the family. His 
four boys, Nathan ward, 10, 
Marx, 7, Scott, 4, and “Corky”, 3, 
are all lovers of the ponies and 


they have rodeos every Satur- 
aay. 





The Hutchinson News — June 26, 1933 


Epilogue — Nathan Jones 


In a bit of irony, the news reported on the Jones 


family polo team the same week the holding 


companies went into receivership. 


In 1934, his empire gone, Nathan Jones sold his home 


for $15,000. 


Nathan Jones, former wealthy 
Salina resident, who. became 

: bankrupt, is reported selling 
gold mining stock in Colorado 
Springs. 


The Manhattan Mercury — August 14, 1936 


By 1938, Jones had moved back to Kansas and was speculating 


in oil wells around central Kansas. 


BUY JONES HOME 


Salina, July 19—The Nathan 
Jones home, one of the show pla- 
ces oO na during the heydey | 
of the utility boom, has been sold 
to Ward Marshall for $15,000. 


Council Grove Republican —July 19, 1934 





In 1936, Nathan Jones was reportedly selling gold 


min 
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ing stocks in Colorado. 


New Burrton Teat Is 
Expected To Produce 


The No. 1 Le Clere of the Shafer: 
Drilling company and Nathan L.’ 
Jones in the center north line, 
south half, southeast 10 23-aw is 
getting down toward the chat| 
The Hutchinson News — September 7, 1938 
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In the late 1940s, Nathan Jones founded Town & Country Homes, a housing development company. He 
expanded rapidly, with projects in towns in Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Texas. He pre-sold 
houses and took deposits from buyers. Unfortunately, he didn’t always deliver. 


Ex-Kenean Admits 


iNathan Jones in proud on Homes 


‘Jones Faces — | Naf 
Serious Trouble („paas mipan L Jom 


dorm ' Nathan L. Jones, the 3S-year-old Salina promoter wy urday was under a three-year pro- 


T. Jones, twice jumped from hiteh-hiking to Cadillacs, is in veriod bated prison sentence for mall 



























Dallas (AP) 5 Nathan 
resident of Town 
„E of Dallas was ar-į, 
lay buildiog promotions. His specialty was selling hom accused of taking deposits in Texas 
A seein grand jury in "P a ER ORENA ee | Kansas and Oklahoma for homes 
fednesday indicted Jones on Meg ot poe fe whi that never were built, had pleaded 
punts charging mail frau? Fowl : an > Rad been ct ] ý : n 
any thousands af daliare were; Sted. iguilty to the mail fraud charge 


J valved, the indictment did not! Pol inspectors reported so 
say hoes were built, bet many were 




























4 ingston. j 
ne Sones. whose Texas rea 
earl 

















The Parsons Sun - December 20, 1952 


s - December 29,1950 


The Hutchinson New The Salina Journal - June 24, 1951 


Council Grove Republican - December 19, 1950 


By 1951, he was arrested on swindling and mail fraud charges. He pled guilty to 17 counts of swindling 
and 10 counts of mail fraud. Nathan Jones served 18 months in the Texas State Penitentiary at 
Huntsville, Texas. In December 1952, he was released on three-year conditional probation. 








In 1951, Baie S as Mrs. Blanche Jones filed in the 
Blanche divorced him. Saline county distret court May 
| She later moved to 31 for divoree from Nathan Jones. 
Ss" Topeka, where she lived |She charged extreme crueity and 
woe and worked until her gross neglect. 

FA death in 1977. The Salina Journal — June 4, 1951 

f ) 
Blanche Marx Jones _ a 
. . | ' ‘en 
In January 1952, Nathan Jones married Marie Nelson. MARRIAGE LICENSES 


Floyd Benedict Deroche and Eva 


Erline Simmons. 
and 40s. Nathan was age 60 and Marie age 42. immy Kelly Best and Mary Joe 


Kendricks. 
Nathan and Marie Jones moved to Garden Grove, Wie Taror Joner end Marte 


California, in the late 50s. Josephine Nelson. 


Marie had been a servant in the Jones home in the 30s 





The Liberty Vindicator — January 24, 1952 
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Nathan Leroy Jones died 
December 10, 1966, in 
Hollywood, California. He was 
buried at Forrest Lawn Cemetery 
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» Vary Episqopal Church. He was slate. In 1921, he became man of the finance board for He was able to borrow $i mil- 

N. pc in the United Light Kansas Wesleyan Universtiy, on lion at Dallas to purchase an ice houses to returning veterans. 

At one time, he was Salina’s = Power Co., and United Tele- the board of St. Jobn’s Mililary firm there. His attempt to buy 

first cilizen, to be seen dally phone Co., at Abilene, School, a member of the Ne ihe Kansas Ciy, Kas, power ed lastes but he somehow had riage, Nathan E. Jones, Holly- 

riding his Cadillac from his With that start, he moved to tional Council of the Boy Scouts, plant crested a two-state contro ost the touch. His Town and wood, the Rev. Marx A. Jones, 

house on Country Club hill. Salina in 19%, organizing the a leader in the YMCA and the versy unlil be withdrew the ol- Country Homes, Inc., at Salina Crystal Lake, Jl, the Rev. 

Mr. Jones was born June 25, Public Ulilily Investment Co, a Episcopal Church. fer went into receivership, his state Scott N, Jones, Evanston, ll; 

19:2, in Seattle, Wash., the son holding corporalion with the Hie organized the JoMar 411 real cstale license was lifted, ‘wo sisters, Mrs. Mabel Miller, 

of a farmer who later moved Western, Power, Light and Tele- Caw Chub which made pessible Empire Crashes and in 1951 he was indicted by a Long Beach, Calif, Mrs. Ber- 

to Halstead, After aterm of col- phone Co., as {ls principal sub- the development of 1000 pure- Then came the depression federal grand jury on a charge Piece Farmer, Clovis, N. Mex.; 

lege at College View, Neb., Mr, sidiary, bred Guernseys and created in- and the crash. In 1992, Western of using the mails to defraud and nine grandchildren, includ- 

Jones learned the electrician’s DDA: uii ow terest in mixed farming. Power, Light and Telephone He was accused of accepting lag children of his late son, 

trade at Kansas City. wall tt epee eu rd pra He belonged to the Elks ard went into receivership when the deposits for building houses that ‘lark H. Jones, who was killed 

The flamboyant touch contin- He moved to Kansas in 1914 munities Eagles, was a leader at the company defauiléd on a bom! were not constructed. Found in an auto accident in 1064. 

wed to the end. He was buried as an electrical contractor and r Country Club and developed a issue of $456,902. guilty, he was sentenced to pris- Among the pallbearers was 

Dec, 13 in the famous Forrest began building sma'l city power Salina became Mr. Jones’ fondness for horseback riding. Mr. Jones atiempied a come- om by federal and Texas courts. Milo W. Sutien, Palos Verdes 

Lawn cemetery of Hollywood plants and power lines through own. He was president of the His horses and stables were the back alter World War 2, launch- After his release, he moved to Estates, a former Salina news- 
Hills alter a service im Mt. Cal- the southern and western parts Chamber of Commerce, chair- finest. ing a series of real estate op- California as a salesman. paperman. 


erations in the mid-west, selling He is survived by his wile, i 


Marie, of the Hollywood home; j 
He still had the old goldplat- three sons by a previous mar- 


The Salina Journal — December 2, 1966 


Nibbles Extra Credit — Great Depression — 1933 


Things were still terrible, but there were glimmers of hope in 1933. The inflation rate turned positive at 


1%, and GDP growth turned slightly positive by summer. But 2 million Americans were homeless. 
Industrial production was half of its 1929 high. 


Unemployment 


Unemployment was at its highest yet — 25%. 





Unemployed men outside a soup kitchen opened in Chicago by Al Capone 
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Franklin D. Roosevelt 


Roosevelt was inaugurated March 4, 1933, the 
37th President of the United States. 


A week later, he began his “Fireside Chats”, 
keeping the country informed and encouraged 
about the government’s efforts to fight the 
Depression. 


The New Deal 





President and Mrs. Roosevelt and Senator Joseph T. Robinson 
on Inauguration Day — March 4, 1933 


Whereas Herbert Hoover had done “too little, 
too late”, Roosevelt introduced a flurry of legislation and executive orders. In his first hundred days, 
fifteen laws are passed to fight the Great Depression. 


Five days after being sworn in as President, Roosevelt created the Emergency Banking Act, closing all 
banks to stop bank runs and failures. It was the first major action of the New Deal. 


The New Deal was a series of public projects, financial reform, and regulations. 


The public works projects were accomplished by new agencies that would hire millions of unemployed 
to build government infrastructure. 


The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) hired 3 million to maintain public lands. The Tennessee Valley 
Authority built power grids throughout the mid-South. The Emergency Farm Mortgage Act was to save 
family farms. These and many more programs began to make a dent in unemployment. 


The financial reforms imposed on Wall Street were meant to prevent a repeat of the financial crisis. 


The Dust Bowl 


48 dust storms hit the Midwest. The first wave of Okies left Oklahoma and surrounding states for 


California. 


Prohibition ends 


In December 1933, Prohibition is ended by the 21st Amendment. A tax on alcohol sales helped 
government revenues, and citizens were only too happy to pay it. 
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A coup 


In April 1933, Roosevelt eliminated the gold 
standard. This move precipitated the “Business 
Plot.” 


Alarmed by Roosevelt’s plan to redistribute wealth 


from the rich to the poor, a group of millionaire *GOLD u IS MONEY; 
businessmen, led by the Du Pont and J.P. Morgan EVERYTHING ELSE 
empires, plans to overthrow Roosevelt with a military 

IS CREDIT.” -/P Morn 


recruit General Smedley Butler, promising him an army of 500,000, unlimited financial backing and 


coup and install a fascist government modelled after 





Mussolini’s regime in Italy. The businessmen try to 


generous media spin control. The plot is foiled when Butler reports it to Congress. 


Timelines of the Great Depression - 1933 


Timeline — 1933 





| 1933 Franklin Roosevelt becomes 32nd president, initiates the New Deal 


| 1933 In midwest US, strong dust storms begin to strip topsoil from farms 
| 1933 21st Amendment to US Constitution ends prohibition 
| 1933 Hitler announces the people's car, the Volkswagen 
1933 Chleo Jarvis pays off $5,000 mortgage on Lamer farm 
| 1933 Two Nathan Jones companies go into receivership 
| 1933 The Postal Telegraph Company introduces the first singing telegram 
| 1933 Construction of the Golden Gate Bridge begins in San Francisco Bay. 
| 1933 The Lone Ranger debuts on American radio. 
| 1933 In Miami, Giuseppe Zangara tries to assassinate Franklin D. Roosevelt 
1933 King Kong, starring Fay Wray, premieres at Radio City Music Hall 
1933 Mount Rushmore National Memorial is dedicated 
1933 The U.S. Congress begins its first 100 days of enacting New Deal legislation 
| 1933 Roosevelt addresses the nation as President in the first of "Fireside Chats" 
| 1933 The United States officially goes off the gold standard 
1933 The first drive-in theater opens in Camden, New Jersey 
| 1933 Albert Einstein arrives in the United States as a refugee from Nazi Germany 
| 1933 The first Krispy Kreme store opens on Charlotte Pike in Nashville, Tennessee 
| 1933 15 million unemployed in the USA 
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Chleo and Boys 


By 1934, Ralph Jarvis’ estate had been settled. 


Life Insurance 





He Insurance Com 


of Milwank 
eo, Wisconsin 


NUMBER 


AMOUNT 
— 2.200 _ 





——HMELVIN L, 






policy with Northwestern Mutual. 





Chleo was in good shape financially because of Ralph’s life insurance 


Aware how lucky she was to have had the policy, Chleo invested in a policy 


oy = Seema | 
i 5 en for each of her sons with Northwestern Mutual. 
ao 
a a Hugh Carlin 4 
EQUIV. neds a Bs 
Pe en À : 
ie he 
QUARTERLY ©: ASER — rE R ; 
— Edward Carlin Y 
Anna and Sam U i 
The ranch Stafford living 
here devard Carlin 
Chleo had sold the largest 560-acre part of the ranch in 1932, í 
: id: 
breaking even. IF i 


In 1935, she sold the smaller 80-acre part to Hugh Carlin. That 
part was where Ralph’s mother Anna and her husband Sam 
Stafford were living. Anna and Sam moved to Wichita to be 
near her son Tom Jarvis. 





DEED—GENERAL WARRANTY 


Ed. Note: Hugh Carlin’s wife was prg 
, , , This Indenture, made this 
Dot Carlin. She and I lived in the a eae za a 
same apartment complex in the i is tae i a eal slg E linc netstat 
of_. Saline. Coúnty, in the £ _- Kansas f the fir rt, and 
early 70s. She was a hoot. She had e R ce: sm acme 2 ee = 
lo ts of stories about her husband | of... Satine County, in the State of {Kansas of the second part. 
| 


Hugh and Blackie Jarvis. 


Filed for record Dec. 17, 1955, at 4:10 P. ti. Book 106 of Deeds, Page 13 
Mimie D> fort, Negister of Yeeds Sever renee attr uy seas IDEE NEE eS EN Se eT oes eee 
(No. 50 C) P, J. Boyles, Publisher of Lebal Blanks, Lawrence, Kansas 


27th February, 








Witnesseth, That the said part__Y__of the first part, in coneideration of the sum of 





L600 









ra? Bru 


< 



































ONE DOLLAR AND OTHER VALUABLE CONSIDERATIONS «.ccceccccce screeds KOREICRS, | 

| the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, do_€S___ by these presents grant, bargain, sell and convey unto said 
| part of the second part, _.__ iS _ heirs and assigns, all the following described REAL ESTA'TE situated | 
j in the County of Saline _— and State of eee i he! Te to-wit: : | 
the West.Half..of..the P O Suseier WIGIA) Gt Section. 4%. | 
| 
| 


| 
| one, _Twenty=-tw.o..(22).. Township. Sixteen.(16). South, Range Five <  _ 
(5), West of the 6th P.M. . l s 





Deed — Chleo Jarvis to Hugh Carlin — 80 acre ranch — 1935 
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The farm 


Chleo and her boys Mel and Donnie were living on the farm on the southwest edge of Salina. Chleo’s 


mother Anna Webb and her brother Jim Webb were living with them. 


In 1933, Chleo paid off the mortgage on the farm. 





























~ Wdgel 207, Her 108 cP nite T a L 

:Mtgea ds \Fileduforiracdnd Des 1S ie ee eee 
' 0s ‘Sorirecord Dec.s.12." 1950 ab. 4:00 bpw- 

SECOND MORTGAGE si pe MimnieyD...Font,' Register of Deets . 






























A 






ad satires Sinks FAT: 
B -parties dt thé fie pant 
ĖXCOMRANY of Salina, Kansas, party af “AY 













F 





































> the second part, real estate in the County of Saline: tid 
foc e es x itane State of. Kansas, descsi 
Koa rsa og Northeast Martor of 5 
s j wns 4 ve 
of the 6th P.M, we (14) South, Ra 
REGISTRATI = 
Amount of iomuLudu PET i. a 1932+ 
Paid tis. > e £ =— 
- Šar arecnss nis suen oag of SN er 
to secure the payment of FIVE THOUSAND- =- -= = Raviater of À = Salina 






This mortgage is subject and second to a mo 
3 rtgage to THE FITZPAT 
cure the payment of $5000.00 ® A “ce 
r 7 


The sai : 

Badger a ape or assigns may pay any sum or sumé of principal or inter 
land, and the amount eee ea es rogated to the rights of the prior mortgag 
mere shali ba a N so paid, for principal or interest or, taxes, together with int 

‘=: = E default shall occur in the payrenee sr cured by this mortgage’: | ° To 

Yes : ir in the payment of any sum or sums h i : : 
it og ev seen _ E mortgage, r in payment of Aa E gnaga gone | ara dua 7 Portion of the 
k , è option of the legal : ~ 

payable and this mortgage may then be readin bov $ y paar send ool, without notice, a 













Mortgage (1930) and fully-paid 
release (1933) for Jarvis farm 







WITNESS OUR HANDS, this__11th 






Jim raised wheat and oats for cash crops. On 35 acres, it probably didn’t amount to much. 


Jim didn’t use a tractor. He had worked 
farms and ranches since his teens in 1920, 
and he was comfortable using a team of 


horses. 


Chleo and Anna and Jim raised chickens 
and sold eggs. They had large brooder 
houses and collected lots of eggs every 


day. 





Chleo and Anna grew a large garden. Jim's team - Jarvis farm - c 1938 


Besides his work team, the riding horses were also in stalls in the barn. Mel had Sandy and Donnie had 


Chief. 
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The boys 


In 1935, Mel was age 14. Donnie was 12. | don’t know 
where Mel went to school as a 14-year-old. Donnie was still 
in elementary grades at Lowell School. 





Don and Mel Jarvis - 1936 | Mel and Don Jarvis — 1934 


Nibbles Extra Credit — The Great Depression — 1934 and 1935 


The Great Depression continued. But by 1934, the economy was beginning to recover. Helped along by 
New Deal programs, the economy grew 10% in 1934. Prices increased 1.5%. 


Unemployment 


Unemployment crept downward below 22% by year-end 1934, and still lower to 20% by December 
1935. Still terrible. 


Drought and Dust Bowl 


In 1934, There were 29 consecutive days over 100 
degrees. More than 75% of the country was 
experiencing severe drought. 


By the end of the year, droughts covered 75% of the 
country and 27 states. Almost 80% of the country 





recorded extremely dry conditions. 


Dust storm approaching Stratford, Texas — April 1935 
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Works Progress Administration (WPA) 


In 1935, the Works Progress Administration was created. It was a New Deal program that hired 
unemployed people to work on public works projects like roads, parks, and public buildings. From 1935 
to 1943, WPA hired over 8 million people. 





Emmons County Courthouse Midway International Airport Jenkins Culvert 
Linton, South Dakota - 1934 Chicago, Illinois - 1935-1939 Gove County, Kansas - 1938 


Social Security 


On August 14, 1935, President Roosevelt signed the Social Security Act. The first benefits were 
scheduled to begin in 1940, so there was no immediate impact on the Depression. 


Government regulation 


The federal government had been imposing regulations, especially in industries that had contributed to 
the financial downfall. 


In 1935, the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) began to regulate the stock market. The 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) dealt with telephone, telegraph, and radio. 


Public Utility Holding Company Act 


Perhaps the regulation most interesting to us is the Public Utility Holding Company Act of 1935. It gave 
the SEC the authority to regulate and break up utility holding companies. 


It specifically: 


e limited holding companies to a single state, so they would be subject to state regulation 

e broke up holding companies with more than two tiers 

e required that holding company engaged in regulated businesses, not motels or car dealerships or 
housing 


Looks familiar, doesn’t it. These are the things Nathan Jones’ holding companies were doing, and they 
were the causes of his downfall. 
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Timeline — 1934-1936 





1934 
1934 
1934 
1934 
1934 
1934 
1934 
1934 


1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 
1935 





Horton Smith wins first Masters Golf Tournament in Augusta Georgia 
Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow die in a shootout with FBI agents 

Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary “The Rock" opens in San Francisco Bay 
World's highest recorded surface wind speed 230 mph Mt. Washington, NH 
One of worst dust storms removes massive amounts of Great Plains topsoil 
Create Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and Everglades National Park 
The first Soap Box Derby is held in Dayton, Ohio 

The National Archives was established 


Frank Capra's It Happened One Night wins all 5 major Academy Awards 
Social Security Act is passed, begins contributions and payouts within 2 years 
Airplanes are banned from flying over the White House 

Hoover Dam Is dedicated by President Roosevelt 

Penguin introduces paperback books, making literature affordable to masses 
Roosevelt creates the Works Progress Administration (WPA) 

Babe Ruth appears in his last career game, playing for the Boston Braves 
Senator Huey Long of Louisiana makes longest speech in Senate, 15% hours 
The world's first parking meters are installed in Oklahoma City 

Dust Bowl heat wave reaches peak, temps in Chicago a record-high 109 °F 
Humorist Will Rogers and aviator Wiley Post are killed in Post's plane crash 





1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 
1936 


Margaret Mitchell publishes Gone With the Wind 


Nazi Germany hosts the Olympic Games. Jesse Owens wins four gold medals 


King Edward VIII abdicates to marry American divorcee Wallis Simpson 

ist public television broadcasts begin in London 

The Spanish Civil War begins, continues until 1939 

Billboard magazine publishes its first music hit parade 

July 1936 heat wave: Wisconsin, Michigan, and Indiana set new records 
First glass-covered building for the Owens-lllinois Glass Co. in Toledo, Ohio 
Roosevelt reelected in landslide victory over Kansas Governor Alf Landon 
Construction of Hoover Dam is completed 

Life magazine begins publication as a weekly news magazine 


Santa Fe inaugurates the all-Pullman Super Chief train Chicago to Los Angeles 
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Teenagers, and a Peek Ahead 


By the late 30s, Chleo and 
her family had settled into a 
comfortable lifestyle. Chleo 
had a few social circles, like 
bridge club and church 
circle. She still socialized 
with a few families of 
Ralph’s co-workers. 





Chleo Jarvis (r) — Steak Frv at Cave Hollow — 1937 


Family in Larned 


Chleo kept in close contact with her extended family in Larned. Her sisters Mae Webb Sooby and Laura 
Webb Baxter lived there. There were frequent trips to Larned, and visitors to Salina. 





Left photo — 4 generations — Anna Webb, Mae Webb Sooby, Kathleen Walker, 
Dolores Walker — Center photo — Mae Webb Sooby, Chleo Webb Jarvis, Laura 
Webb Baxter — Right photo — Cousin John Theobald, Edith Sooby, Anna Webb, Jim 
Webb, Chleo Jarvis — all photos 
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The boys 


They had grown to young teenagers. Here are photos of them on Mother’s Day and July 4, 1937. Chleo 
was age 37, Anna Webb was age 70. Mel was age 16, Don was 14. 


Don and Mel Jarvis with b 
Chleo Jarvis ther Anna Webb 


Chleo, Don, and Mel Jarvis - July 4, 1937 





The boys still had their horses. They rode frequently. 





Don (l) and Mel (r) with friend Chuck Barnett (center) - 1937 Mel and Sandy - 1937 


In 1937, Mel Jarvis started high school at Washington High School in Salina. Don followed three years 
later. 
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A peek ahead 


Chleo and Anna and Jim would continue to live a modest lifestyle on the farm. 


The boys will graduate from Washington High School, Mel in 1939 and Don in 1942. Mel will attend 
Kansas State Agricultural College for a while. 


In 1941, everyone’s lives will be interrupted by the outbreak of war. Mel and Don will come of age 
during the war years and then participate in the post-war boom. 


They will marry and start their own families. We will meet the families of their spouses, the Cheneys, 
Maningers, and Gibsons. And we'll meet the next generation of Jarvises. Including yours truly. 


Stay tuned. 


Nibbles Extra Credit — The Great Depression — 1937-1938 


The debt from the New Deal programs was staggering (unless you compare it to today). Roosevelt cut 
back spending on the programs to manage the debt. But that caused the economy to turn downward, 
causing a recession in 1938. Roosevelt reluctantly reinstated spending, and the economy turned back 
to positive territory. 


Unemployment 


While most economic indicators were positive, unemployment was still high. It had declined steadily 
for the last few years and was down to 14% by 1937. But the recession of 1938 kicked the jobless 
number back up to 19%. 1 of 5 workers didn’t have a job. Very discouraging. 


The beginning of the end mæ po n 


hoanine in foa i) anks dosed heanin in Furane 
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There is much debate about the end of the 





l ie 30" | | ! 1937-1938 
Great Depression. Some say it didn’t end until 3 ee ae ge se een? GDP back to 
the end of World War II. Many say the 8o] m 1928 levels 
depression ended in 1939 or 1940 with the E so | — 


beginning of the war production. 


GDP per Am 
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the Great Depression was 1938. By then, all Recovery 1937 1938 


economic indicators except unemployment — 


matched pre-Depression levels. 
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1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1937 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
1938 
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Timeline 1937-1938 


The Hindenburg bursts into flames at mooring in Lakehurst, New Jersey 

The Golden Gate bridge opened to traffic 

Construction of 2,000 mile Appalachain Trail is completed 

Amelia Earhart disappears over Pacific Ocean during circumnavigation flight 
The first issue of Look magazine goes on sale 

Howard Hughes sets record flying LA to New York in 7 hours 28 minutes 
John Steinbeck's novella of the Great Depression Of Mice and Men published 
A guard first stands post at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Washington, D.C. 
The canned precooked meat product Spam introduced by Hormel 

The Marijuana Tax Act becomes law in the US, taxes cannabis sales 
Disney's Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, opens and becomes a smash hit 
First US minimum wage is set at 25 cents per hour 

Orson Welles broadcasts War of the Worlds, creates nationwide scare 

ist Superman comic Issued by Action Comics 

Merrie Melodies cartoon Daffy Duck & Egghead, giving Daffy his name 

The first ski tow in America begins operation in Vermont 

March of Dimes established to combat infant polio by President Roosevelt 
Huey, Dewey and Louie make first appearance, in "Donald's Nephews" 
Howard Hughes sets new record, a 91-hour airplane flight around the world 
Wrong Way Corrigan heads from NY to California, but lands in Ireland 
Haggar debuts a new pant concept, "Slacks", to wear during Slack Time 

First patents for nylon granted to Wallace Carothers and DuPont 

Jefferson nickel replaces the buffalo nickel 


Kate Smith sings Irving Berlin's "God Bless America" on her radio show 
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Sources 


Nathan Jones 


Newspaper articles — newspapers.com 

Birth record of Nathan Jones — Seattle King County, Health Department Birth Records: 1890-1894 
— Ancestry.com 

Census — Arthur Jones and Nathan Jones families 1915 — Kansas, U.S., State Census Collection, 
1855-1925 — Ancestry.com 

Image — Hatcher Hospital, Wellington, Kansas — https://www.cardcow.com/166120/wellington- 
kansas-hatcher-hospital/ 


Argonia Wants Electricity 


Quote — Percent of US electrified — Uncovered: 100 Years of Electricity History 

— https://www.power-grid.com/news/uncovered-100-years/#gref 

Photo — Thomas Edison at Pearl Street Station — 1882 — 4 September 1882: Edison lights up Wall 
Street — https://moneyweek.com/335672/4-september-1882-edison-lights-up-wall-street 
Image — Farmers at table with lantern — Farming in the 1930s 

— https://livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe30s/life_O08.html 

Image — History of Wellington power plant — City of Wellington, Kansas — cityofwellington.net 
Newspaper articles — newspapers.com 


Photo — Ralph Jarvis on bicycle — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 


Western Sumner Light and Power 


Image — contract — Wikimedia Commons 

Newspaper articles — newspapers.com 

Photo — Rock House in Larned Kansas — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
Map composite — Western Sumner Light and Power service towns — Google Maps 2021 


More Towns Want Electricity 


Quote — Percent of US electrified — Uncovered: 100 Years of Electricity History 

— https://www.power-grid.com/news/uncovered-100-years/#gref 

Photo — Thomas Edison at Pearl Street Station — 1882 — 4 September 1882: Edison lights up Wall 
Street — https://moneyweek.com/335672/4-september-1882-edison-lights-up-wall-street 


Newspaper articles — newspapers.com 
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e Image -— Farmers at table with lantern — Farming in the 1930s 

— https://livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe30s/life_O08.html 
e Image — History of Wellington power plant — City of Wellington, Kansas — cityofwellington.net 
e Photo — Ralph Jarvis on bicycle — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 


Electricity For Garfield, And A Vision 


e Map -Kinsley and Garfield — Google Maps 2021 

e Image — Nathan Jones and irrigation vision — from photo in Diversified Utility Investment 
Company — Jarvis Family Documents — R.H. Jarvis collection 

e Newspaper articles —newspapers.com 

e Image — Newly Arrived Troops Debarking At Brest — Walter Jack Duncan 
— https://history.army.mil/images/artphoto/pripos/wwi/brest.jpg 

e Photo —Chleo Webb at quarry —Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Image -— An emergency hospital in Brookline, Massachusetts, during the 1918 influenza pandemic 
— 20s 5 — 1918 flu pandemic — What Caused the Roaring Twenties — The Smithsonian Magazine 
— https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/are-we-headed-roaring-2020s-historians-say-its- 
complicated-180977638/ 

e Image — Typist wearing mask — What Caused the Roaring Twenties — The Smithsonian Magazine 
— https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/are-we-headed-roaring-2020s-historians-say-its- 
complicated-180977638/ 

e 1918 Flu Pandemic — CDC — Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
— https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/1918-commemoration/pandemic-timeline- 
1918.htm 


Pawnee Power and Water Company 


e Image — Business dinner — Wikimedia Commons 

e Image — Nathan Jones and irrigation vision — from photo in Diversified Utility Investment 
Company — Jarvis Family Documents — R.H. Jarvis collection 

e Image — Troops aboard the USS Manchuria and USS Manchuria — Wikipedia 
— https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/SS_Manchuria_(1903) 

e Map composite — Larned area of Kansas — Google Maps 2021 

e Postcard — Ralph Jarvis to Chleo Webb — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Image — WWI Surrender celebration too early — What Caused the Roaring Twenties — The 
Smithsonian Magazine — https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/are-we-headed-roaring- 
2020s-historians-say-its-complicated-180977638/ 

e Image — Post WWI recession — The most severe recessions of all time — lovemoney 
— https://www.lovemoney.com/gallerylist/96689/the-most-severe-recessions-of-all-time 


206 


Stories of Our Jarvis Ancestors 1920-1938 


e Newspaper articles —newspapers.com 


A Job As Lineman 


e Photo — Line crew — Pawnee Power and Water Company — Kansas Memory 
— https://www.kansasmemory.org/item/221457 
e Photos of power lines and linemen working — Kansas Memory — Kansas State Historical Society 
e Photos of Pawnee Power and Water Company people and equipment at fairgrounds — Jarvis 
Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
e Newspaper articles — Newspapers.com 
e Image —Joplin newspaper announcing Prohibition — Pediment 
— https://www.pediment.com/blogs/news/prohibition-in-joplin-missouri 
e Image — The 1920s Speakeasy Clubs — Bliss From Bygone Days 
— https://www.blissfrombygonedays.com/post/the-1920s-speakeasy-clubs 
e Image — California Grape Brick — Collectors Weekly 
— https://www.collectorsweekly.com/stories/267495-prohibition-era-vino-sano-grape-brick 
e Image — Destroying illegal alcohol — What America Looked Like 100 Years Ago — CBS 
News — https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/america-1921-roaring-20s-100-years-ago/ 
e Image — Wine barrels New York — What America Looked Like 100 Years Ago — CBS 
News — https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/america-1921-roaring-20s-100-years-ago/ 
e Image -— Liquor Prescription Form — Prohibition in the United States — Wikipedia 
— https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Prohibition_in_the_United_States 
e Image — Booze cruise — 30 Prohibition Party Photos — History 101 
— https://www. history101.com/prohibition-photos/ 


Electric Development and Supply 


e Image — Electric appliance store — https://brainly.com.br/tarefa/9438583 

e Image — Electric Iron — Old Design Shop — https://olddesignshop.com/wp- 
content/uploads/2013/07/OldDesignShop_AmBeautylronAd1917.jpg 

e Image — Electric Toaster — Announcing It — https://www.announcingit.com/invitations-blog/wp- 
content/uploads/2012/05/First-Electric-Toaster.jpg 

e Image — Electric vacuum — https://www.periodpaper.com/products/1920-ad-hoover-vacuum- 
cleaner-crib-electric-suction-sweeper-cleaning-rug-blocks-206174-ydl9-004 

e Image — Electric washing machine — Country Living 
— https://www.countryliving.com/life/g33398396/what-things-cost-100-years-ago/?slide=10 

e Image — Western Electric fan — https://www.antiques- 
atlas.com/antique/1920_western_electric_list_no_7704_acdc_8quot_fan/as1011a186 

e Newspaper articles — Newspapers.com 
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Quotation on market for electric appliances — Electric consumer appliances proliferate 1920 

— https://www. pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dt20ap.html 

Quotation on prices 100 years ago — Country Living 

— https://www.countryliving.com/life/g33398396/what-things-cost-100-years-ago/ 

Image — Josephine Baker — Roaring Twenties — Wikipedia 

— https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Roaring_Twenties#/media/File:Baker_Charleston.jpg 

Image — wing walker — Gladys Roy and Ivan Unger play tennis on the wing of a biplane in flight, 
1925 — Messy Nessy — https://www.messynessychic.com/2019/02/26/the-women-who-walked- 
on-wings/ 

Image — The Great Gatsby — Simon & Schuster 

— https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Great-Gatsby-(LARGE-PRINT)/F-Scott- 
Fitzgerald/9781949846386 

Quotation — America: A Concise History — David Brody; James A. Henretta; Lynn Dumenil 

Image — Electric Appliances — What Life Was Like In The Roaring Twenties — Napa Valley Register 
— https://napavalleyregister.com/lifestyles/what-life-was-like-in-the-roaring- 
twenties/collection_O0d8e8a36-a5ef-53cd-a537-50fb30f914f5.html#18 

Image — Wonder Bread — What Life Was Like In The Roaring Twenties — Napa Valley Register 

— https://napavalleyregister.com/lifestyles/what-life-was-like-in-the-roaring- 
twenties/collection_Od8e8a36-a5ef-53cd-a537-50fb30f914f5.html#18 


Marriage, And Then More Work 


Image — 1920s couples — Etsy — https://www.etsy.com/listing/1010353423/gatsby-style-party- 
couples-ai-eps- 
vector?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query 
=roaring+20stwedding&ref=sr_gallery-1-1 

Photos — Ralph and Chleo Webb Jarvis — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
Newspaper articles — Newspapers.com 

Map — Kansas County Map — Kansas State Historical Society 

— https://www.kshs.org/kansapedia/county-history-project/15256 

Image — Woman with vote newspaper — 10 World-Shaping Events That Happened in 1920 — 
Mental Floss — https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/65436/10-world-shaping-events-happenea- 
1920 

Image — Women’s suffrage picket — The Roaring Twenties — Lumen Learning 

— https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-ushistory/chapter/the-roaring-twenties/ 

Image — Alice Paul celebrates — The Roaring Twenties — Lumen Learning 

— https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-ushistory/chapter/the-roaring-twenties/ 
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e Image — Noël Coward and Gertrude Lawrence in Coward's Private Lives — Britannica 
— https://www. britannica.com/art/comedy-of-manners 

e Image — Equal Rights Amendment Rally — Roaring Twenties — Wikipedia 
— https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Roaring_Twenties#/media/File:Equal_Rights_Envoys_159003v.j 
pg 

e Image — Woman typist — Vintage photos show how the role of women in the workforce has 
evolved in the last 100 years — Business Insider — https://www. businessinsider.com/vintage- 
photos-of-women-working-factories 

e Image — Women working in rayon factory — Vintage photos show how the role of women in the 
workforce has evolved in the last 100 years — Business Insider 
— https://www. businessinsider.com/vintage-photos-of-women-working-factories 

e Image -— 1920 Royal Electric Vacuum Cleaner ad — eBay 
— https://www.ebay.com/itm/202840918762 


Home Life 1920, 1921 


e Photo — Rock House — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Photos — Ralph/Chleo Jarvis and friends — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Birth Announcements — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Newspaper articles — Newspapers.com 

e Chart- most popular baby names — babycenter — https://www. babycenter.com/top-baby- 
names-1921.htm 

e Photo — Melvin Jarvis headstone — Mark Jarvis — May 2017 

e Image — Woman in swimsuit with police — What America Looked Like 100 Years Ago — CBS 
News — https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/america-1921-roaring-20s-100-years-ago/ 

e Image — The Flapper — “The Flapper,” F.A. Leyendecker, LIFE Magazine, February 1922 — History 
Hub — http://sites.austincc.edu/caddis/roaring-20s/ 

e Quotation — The History of the Flapper — Smithsonian Magazine 
— https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/the-history-of-the-flapper-part-1-a-call-for- 
freedom-11957978/ 

e Image — Evening dress — What Was It Like in the Roaring Twenties in Art and Fashion — Daily Art 
Magazine — https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/roaring-twenties-in-art/ 

e /mage — Grace Coolidge dress — https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/are-we-headed- 
roaring-2020s-historians-say-its-complicated-180977638/ 

e Quotation — Flapper dress design — 1920s in Western 
fashion — https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1920s_in_Western_fashion 

e Image — “Where There’s Smoke There’s Fire” — Russell Patterson — Library of Congress 
— https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.01589/ 
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e Image — Woman in tennis outfit — Georges Lepape, Vogue Cover, July 1929 issue — Vogue Archive 
— What Was It Like in the Roaring Twenties in Art and 
Fashion? — https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/roaring-twenties-in-art/ 

e Image — Rayon clothing — What Life Was Like In The Roaring Twenties — Napa Valley Register 
— https://napavalleyregister.com/lifestyles/what-life-was-like-in-the-roaring- 
twenties/collection_Od8e8a36-a5ef-53cd-a537-50fb30f914f5.html#18 

e /mage — Berniece Bobs Her Hair — Saturday Evening Post — 1920 — Wikipedia 
— https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernice_Bobs_Her_Hair#/media/File:Fitzgerald, Saturday_eveni 
ng_post.png 

e Excerpt — Berniece Bobs Her Hair — Washington State University 
— https://public.wsu.edu/~campbelld/eng!l494/bernicebobs. pdf 

e Image -— Norma Talmadge — Roaring Twenties — Wikipedia 
— https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Roaring_Twenties#/media/File:Norma_Talmadge_1920.jpg 

e Image- Clara Bowe — Women’s 1920s Makeup: An Overview — https://hair-and-makeup- 
artist.com/womens-1920s-makeup/ 

e Quotation — Was It Like in the Roaring Twenties in Art and Fashion? 
— https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/roaring-twenties-in-art/ 

e Image —Accessorized women flappers — What Was It Like in the Roaring Twenties in Art and 
Fashion — Daily Art Magazine — https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/roaring-twenties-in-art/ 


A United Takeover 


e Newspaper articles — Newspapers.com 

e Quotation — C.L. Brown and His Effect on Abilene — Dickinson County Historical Society — 
December 21, 2020 — https://abilenekansas.org/blog/2020/12/21/cl-brown-anda-his-affect-on- 
abilene-kansas 

e Video —C.L. Brown and Kansas Independent Telephony 
— https://www. humanitieskansas.org/get-involved/kansas-stories/people/c-l-brown-and-kansas- 
independent-telephony 

e Image — Kansas road 1920s — Kansas Memory — Kansas State Historical Society 

e Image -—Jim Webb and Model T — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Image — Eisenhower 1919 convoy trip — Wyoming History 
— https://www.wyohistory.org/encyclopedia/eisenhowers-1919-road-trip-and-interstate- 
highway-system 

e Image — Highway numbering — Contributions and Crossroads — Federal Highway Administration 
— https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/candc/timeline.cfm#1920 

e Image — Short Line Gas Station — 198th and Metcalf, Stillwell, Kansas — 1925 — Hitting the Road 
in the 1920s — https://jocohistory.wordpress.com/2018/12/31/hitting-the-road-in-the-1920s/ 
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e Image — Road construction — 158th and Metcalf, Stillwell, Kansas — 1926 — Hitting the Road in 
the 1920s — https://jocohistory.wordpress.com/2018/12/31/hitting-the-road-in-the-1920s/ 

e Quotation — Traffic signs and lights — The Automobile Shapes the City — V. Melosi 
— http://www.autolife.umd.umich.edu/Environment/E_Overview/E_Overview6.htm 

e Image — Pedestal traffic light — Stop and Go — A Brief History of the Traffic Light — The Old Motor 
— https://theoldmotor.com/?p=78698 

e Quotation — Electricity usage 1912-1927 — The Parade — November 1930 — Public Utility 
Investment Company — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Table — Electricity Use in Dwellings — 1920-1930 — Historical statistics of the United States, 
Colonial Times to 1957 — Federal Power Commission 
— https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1960/compendia/hist_stats_colonial- 
1957/hist_stats_colonial-1957-chS.pdf 

e Table — Electricity Generation by Class of Ownership — Historical statistics of the United States, 
Colonial Times to 1957 — Federal Power Commission 
— https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/1960/compendia/hist_stats_colonial- 
1957/hist_stats_colonial-1957-chS.pdf 

e Image — Cassville, Wisconsin — electric and telephone lines, autos and roads — 1921 — What 
America Looked Like 100 Years Ago — CBS News — https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/america- 
1921-roaring-20s-100-years-ago/ 

e Image — Clay sewer pipe — late 1920s 
— https://sewerhistory.org/grfx/construct/general/images/1920_con207.jpg 

e Image -— Crane bathroom ad — 1924 — Antique Home Style 
— https://www.antiquehomestyle.com/inside/bathrooms/1920s/gallery/page03.htm 


Home Life 1922, 1923 


e Photo — Mel Jarvis — age 1 — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis Collection 
e Photo — Rock House in Larned — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis Collection 
e Newspaper articles — Newspapers.com 
e Photo — Myrtle Worrell headstone — Find A Grave 
— https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/63311442/myrtle-ray-worrell 
e Graphic — Timeline of the Roaring Twenties — 1920s Economy — The Balance 
— https://www.thebalance.com/roaring-twenties- 
4060511#:~:text=The%201920s%20is %20the%20decade, of %20being%20a%20global%20power 
e Cartoon — “Getting Ahead of the Band Wagon!” Los Angeles Times, 1928 — 1920s 
— https://emilyandcarl.weebly.com/false-prosperity.html 
e Newspaper — Stock Speculation — The New York Times — July 15, 1928 — Timothy Hughes — Rare 
and Early Newspapers — https://www.rarenewspapers.com/view/642222 Pimagelist=1 
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e Image -— Ford Workers — On This Week In History, Ford Factory Workers Got Paid $5 Per Day — 
Ford Authority — https://fordauthority.com/2021/01/on-this-week-in-history-ford-factory- 
workers-got-paid-5-per-day/ 

e Images — woman teacher and office workers — 50 most common jobs held by women 100 years 
ago — Stacker — https://stacker.com/stories/6511/50-most-common-jobs-held-women-100- 
years-ago 

e Image- farmer on tractor — Growing Georgia — A Decade in Ag During the World War 1 Era: 
1910-1920- https://georgia.growingamerica.com/features/2019/04/decade-ag-during-world- 
war-1-erq-1910-1920 

e Image — US global dominance — Dollar dominance is as secure as American global leadership 
— https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2020/08/06/dollar-dominance-is-as- 
secure-as-american-global-leadership 


The States Power Company 


e Newspaper articles — Newspapers.com 

e Photo — office workers — Office Museum 
— https://www.officemuseum.com/|MagesWWW/1920_ Office_Workers_California_State_Unive 
rsity_IMET.jpg 

e Photo — Line crew and pole — https://www.pinterest.com/pin/347129083750849144/ 

e Image — Main Street book — Between the Covers 
— https://www. betweenthecovers.com/btc/reference_library/title/1006593 

e Image -— Aftermath of Greenwood massacre — Tulsa, American Racism and the New Deal — The 
Living New Deal — Tulsa, American Racism and the New Deal 

e Image —ad-— Cream of Wheat — 1923 — Pinterest — https://www.pinterest.com/dcobbah/black- 
stereotypes/ 

e Image -— ad —Jell-o — 1926 — 20 Ads That Changed How We Think About Race In America 
— https://www. businessinsider.com/20-ads-that-changed-how-we-think-about-race-in-america- 
2013-2 

e Cartoon — State’s Rights or State’s Wrongs — The Afro-American — Feb. 20, 1926 — The Twenties 
In Political Cartoons 
— http://americainclass.org/sources/becomingmodern/divisions/text2/politicalcartoonsblackwhi 
te.pdf 

e Image -— KKK march in Washington — 1925 — NPR — When the KKK Was Mainstream 
— https://www.npr.org/sections/npr-history-dept/2015/03/19/390711598/when-the-ku-klux- 
klan-was-mainstream 

e Quotation — 1924 — immigration quotas — History of American Journalism — The 1920s 
— https://history-journalism.ku.edu/1920/1920.shtml 
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e Images —John T. Scopes — Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryant — The Scopes Monkey 
Trial was one of the greatest publicity stunts ever — Vox 
— https://www.vox.com/2015/7/21/9009713/scopes-trial-spectacle 


A Move To Salina 


e Photos — Mel and Don Jarvis — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis Collection 

e Photos — 955 South 9th Street — Mark Jarvis — May 2021 

e Quotation about Jarvis residences in Salina — Jarvis Story — Doris Gibson 

e Deed- 955 South 9th Street — Register of Deeds, Saline County, Kansas 

e Public Utility ad and Ralph Jarvis residence — 1925 — R.L. Polk — Salina City Directory — 1925 

e Quotation — Radio use by 1929 — History of American Journalism — The 1920s — University of 
Kansas School of Journalism — https://history-journalism.ku.edu/1920/1920.shtml 

e Image -—RCA “Radiola I” prototype radio broadcast receiver — National Museum of American 
History — https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/nmah_ 709554 

e Image -— Dance and radio on beach Staten Island — What Caused the Roaring Twenties — The 
Smithsonian Magazine — https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/are-we-headed-roaring- 
2020s-historians-say-its-complicated-180977638/ 

e Image -— Early radio listeners — What America Looked Like 100 Years Ago — CBS 
News — https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/america-1921-roaring-20s-100-years-ago/ 

e Biographies of David Sarnoff, William Paley, and Henry Luce — History of American Journalism — 
The 1920s — University of Kansas School of Journalism — https://history- 
journalism.ku.edu/1920/1920.shtml 

e Quotation — Phonograph — The Formation of Modern American Mass Culture — Digital History 
— https://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtlD=2&psid=3397 

e Image — Movie making — What Life Was Like In The Roaring Twenties — Napa Valley Register 
— https://napavalleyregister.com/lifestyles/what-life-was-like-in-the-roaring- 
twenties/collection_Od8e8a36-a5ef-53cd-a537-50fb30f914f5.html#7 

e Image — Movie scene — What America Looked Like 100 Years Ago — CBS 
News — https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/america-1921-roaring-20s-100-years-ago/ 

e /mage — Rudolph Valentino — The Roaring Twenties — Lumen Learning 
— https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-ushistory/chapter/the-roaring-twenties/ 

e Image — Mae West — The Roaring Twenties — Lumen Learning 
— https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-ushistory/chapter/the-roaring-twenties/ 

e Image — Charlie Chaplin — What America Looked Like 100 Years Ago — CBS 
News — https://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/america-1921-roaring-20s-100-years-ago/ 

e Image — Mary Pickford — The Roaring Twenties — Lumen Learning 
— https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-ushistory/chapter/the-roaring-twenties/ 
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Newspaper articles — Newspapers.com 

Quotation — Popular magazines — Culture of the 1920s 

— https://cultureof1920s.weebly.com/mass-media.html 

Image — Saturday Evening Post cover — September 3, 1922 — The Saturday Evening Post 

— https://www.saturdayeveningpost.com/2017/03/cover-gallery-1920s-fashion/ 

Image — Life — February 18, 1926 — VINTAGE MAGAZINE COVERS WITH A “WOW FACTOR” 

— https://www. webdesignerdepot.com/2009/12/vintage-magazine-covers-with-a-wow-factor/ 
Image — Readers Digest — December 1929 — eBay — https://www.ebay.com/itm/Readers-Digest- 
December-1929-/264962034007?_ul=IL 

Image — First Time cover — Joseph G Cannon — March 3, 1923 — List of covers of Time magazine 
(1920s) — https://www.wikiwand.com/en/List_of_covers_of_Time_magazine_(1920s) 


Public Utility Investment Company 


Image — Ad for Public Utility Investment Company — R.L. Polk — Salina City Directory — 1925 

— Ancestry.com 

Image — Ad for 7% Bonds by Public Utility Investment Company — The Burr Oak Herald, 
September 9, 1926 — newspapers.com 

Quotation - number of holding companies - PBS - 
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aso/databank/entries/dt20ap.html 

Image — Monopoly Tycoon — myFICO — HSBC — https://ficoforums.myfico.com/t5/Credit-Card- 
Approvals/HSBC-Cash-Rewards-MC-CLI-1500-00-Approved/td-p/6011422 

Image — Sheet music “That Funny Jas Band from Dixieland” — Jazz (Word) — Wikipedia 

— https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Jazz_ (word) 

Image — Kansas City clubs — KC History — Kansas City Public Library 

— https://kchistory.org/islandora/search/musicians%20local%20627 Ppage=2&type=edismax 
Image — Bennie Moten’s band — KC History — Kansas City Public Library 

— https://kchistory.org/week-kansas-city-history/all-jazz 

Image — Duke Ellington — The Roaring Twenties — Lumen Learning 

— https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-ushistory/chapter/the-roaring-twenties/ 
Image — Grand Ole Opry — 1st broadcast — November 28, 1925 — Eyes of a Generation — 
Television’s Living History — https://eyesofageneration.com/november-28-1925-the-grand-ole- 
opry-was-born/ 

Image — Charleston dancer — What Caused the Roaring Twenties — The Smithsonian Magazine 
— https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/are-we-headed-roaring-2020s-historians-say-its- 
complicated-180977638/ 

Image — couple dancing — Jazz Age Social Dancing (“The Modern Dances”) — Mass Historia 

— http://www. walternelson.com/dr/1920s-dance 
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e Image — City Activities with a Dance Hall — Thomas Hart Benton — History Hub 
— http://sites.austincc.edu/caddis/roaring-20s/ 

e Image — Cotton Club — https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/are-we-headed-roaring- 
2020s-historians-say-its-complicated-180977638/ 


A New Office 


e Photo — Office of Public Utility Investment Company — The Salina Journal — December 14, 1927 — 
Jarvis Family Documents Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Newspaper — Announcement of new office — The Salina Journal — December 14, 1927 — Jarvis 
Family Documents Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

ə Image -— Ford Chrysler General Motors logos — Car Brand Names.com — https://car-brana- 
names.com/ 

e Image -— Ad for Hershey’s Kisses — HersheyArchives@30, Part 18: Only Hershey’s Kisses are Kisses 
— https://hersheyarchives.org/encyclopedia/hersheyarchives30-18-only-hersheys-kisses-are- 
kisses/ 

e Photos — Ralph Jarvis and Jim Webb and Model T’s — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb 
Jarvis collection 

e Photo — Model T truck — What Life Was Like In The Roaring Twenties — Napa Valley Register 
— https://napavalleyregister.com/lifestyles/what-life-was-like-in-the-roaring- 
twenties/collection_Od8e8a36-a5ef-53cd-a537-50fb30f914f5.html#7 

e Image and article — Nonchalance — The Parade — Public Utility Investment Company — October 
1929 — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Image — Chevrolet ad — Fine Art America — https://fineartamerica.com/featured/chevrolet- 
1920s-usa-women-woman-drivers-the-advertising-archives.html?product=poster 

e Image — Self-portrait in a green Bugatti — Tamara de Lempicka — 1929 — What Was It Like in the 
Roaring Twenties in Art and Fashion — Daily Art Magazine 
— https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/roaring-twenties-in-art/ 


Extended Family 


e Photos — 955 South 9th Street, Salina, Kansas — Mark Jarvis — May 2021 
e Photos — Ralph Jarvis extended family — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
e List of 10 books from 1920s — A Century of Reading: The 10 Books That Defined the 1920s 
— https://lithub.com/a-century-of-reading-the-10-books-that-defined-the-1920s/ 
e Image —F. Scott Fitzgerald — The Roaring Twenties — Lumen Learning 
— https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-ushistory/chapter/the-roaring-twenties/ 
e /mage — Great Gatsby cover — The Roaring Twenties — Lumen Learning 
— https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-ushistory/chapter/the-roaring-twenties/ 
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Newspaper articles — Newspapers.com 

Image — Ernest Hemingway 1923 passport photo — The Roaring Twenties — Lumen Learning 

— https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-ushistory/chapter/the-roaring-twenties/ 
Image — Chrysler Building — Roaring Twenties — Wikipedia — 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roaring_Twenties#/media/File:Chrysler_Building_at_night.JPG 
Image — Fox Theater lobby — The Fabulous Fox — https://www.fabulousfox.com/theatre- 
info/about-us 

Image — Boomtown — Thomas Hart Benton — Kansas City Public Library 

— https://kclibrary.org/art-objects/enlarged-thomas-hart-benton-boomtown 


Top of Their Game 


The Parade — Public Utility Investment Company — January 1929 — Jarvis Family Documents — 
Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

Newspaper articles — newspapers.com 

Photos — Jo-Mar Farm and Jo-Mar dairy truck — R.H. Jarvis Diversified Investments brochure — 
Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

Photo — Ford Tri-Motor airplane — 1920-1930.com — 1920s Aviation — http://www. 1920- 
30.com/aviation/#:~:text=|nN%201920%20the%20English%20air,service%20in%20the%20world% 
20war.&text=The%20increased%20capabilities%*200f%201920's, aviation%20speed%20and%20d 
istance%2O0records. 

Photo — airline passengers — Pinterest — https://www.pinterest.com/brveltre/1929-ford-tri- 
motor-and-other-planes/ 

Photo — Charles Lindbergh and Spirit of St. Louis — The Birth of Commercial Aviation — Birth of 
Aviation — http://www. birthofaviation.org/birth-of-commercial-aviation/ 

Photo — Western Airlines flight in Salina — Kansas Memory — Kansas State Historical Society 

— https://www.kshs.org/km/items/view/315180 


A Cattle Ranch 


Newspaper articles — newspapers.com 

Photos — Jarvis ranch — 1920s — Jarvis family documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

Photos — Jarvis ranch — 2021 — Mark Jarvis — May 2021 

Maps — Saline County and Summit Township — Standard Atlas of Saline County, Kansas — Geo. A. 
Ogle & Co. — 1920 — Kansas Memory — Kansas State Historical Society 

— https://www.kshs.org/km/items/view/224000 

Deed — R.H. Jarvis from Charles and Della Richards — 1929 — Deed record 89, page 477 — Saline 
County Register of Deeds — Salina, Kansas 

Home movies — Jarvis ranch — Jarvis family documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
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e Photos — Harding, Coolidge, Hoover — Sage American History 
— http://sageamericanhistory.net/twenties/20spolitics.html 


The Great Crash of 1929 


e Newspaper headline — Wall Street in Panic — Brooklyn Daily Eagle — Stock Market Crash of 1929 — 
History.com — https://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/1929-stock-market-crash 

e Graph — Stock prices during Great Crash — Stock Market Crash of 1929 Facts, Causes, and Impact 
— The Balance — https://www.thebalance.com/stock-market-crash-of-1929-causes-effects-and- 
facts-3305891 

e Newspaper articles —newspapers.com 

e Photo — new Public Utility Investment Company office — The Parade — November 1930 — Jarvis 
Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Photo -— 118 West Iron Avenue, Salina, Kansas — Google Maps 2021 

e Image — business graph with arrows —AM Online — https://www.am-online.com/news/market- 
insight/2019/07/05/car-finance-volumes-fall-in-may-as-registrations-dip 

e Image -— graph of stock prices 1929-1932 — Dow Jones — 1929 Crash and Bear Market — 
macrotrends — https://www.macrotrends.net/2484/dow-jones-crash-1929-bear-market 


Big Deals 


e Image — Big Deals —http://www.sfdc316.com/2015/03/salesforce-big-deal-alert.html 

e News articles —newspapers.com 

e Videos — Danville, Virginia — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Photos — Danville, Virginia — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Photos and quotations of Public Utility Investment Company companies — The Parade, October 
1929 — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Photos and quotations of Diversified Utility Investment Company companies — Diversified 
company brochure — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Image -— Virginia Motor Vehicle Registration card — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis 
collection 


Gas for Longview, a Planned City 


e News articles —newspapers.com 

e Videos — Longview, Washington trip — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Photos — Longview, Washington trip — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Photos and quotations of Longview and Kelso gas systems — The Parade, November 1930 — Jarvis 
Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
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Photos — Loula Long Combs — Longview Horse Park — https://www.longviewhorsepark.org/our- 
history/ 

Photos — R.A. Long at 23, Long’s Columbus Lumberyard, Longview residential area, Longview 
lumber mill, J.C. Nichols, George Kessler, Herb Hare — R.A. Long’s Planned City — The Story of 
Longview —John M. McClelland, Jr. — Westmedia, Longview, Washington 

Photo — R.A. Long building — The Pendergast Years 

— https://pendergastkc.org/collection/9130/10000393/r-long-building 

Photo — Longview farm — Kansas City Public Library — https://kclibrary.org/blog/kcq-history- 
longview-farm 

Photo — Longview mansion — KC Parks — https://kcparks.org/exhibition-brings-original-artifacts- 
back-home-to-the-kansas-city-museum-at-corinthian-hall/ 


Map — Longview, Washington area — Google Maps 2021 


Bought a Farm 


Deeds — Ralph and Chleo Jarvis to/from H.B. and Clara Lamer — Saline County Register of Deeds — 
Salina, Kansas 

Photo — Lowell School — The Salina Journal 

— https://www.salina.com/story/news/2021/04/11/historic-salina-buildings-find-new-life-solve- 
housing-crisis-schwans-great-plains-manufacturing/7093195002/ 

Letter — W.S. Heusner to Mel Jarvis — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
Map — Jarvis farm to Lowell school — Google Maps 2021 

Postcard — Lamer Hotel — HipPostcard — https://www.hippostcard.com/listing/1929-salina- 
kansas-lamar-hotel-automobiles-allis-press-flag-postcard-8333/7920436 

Photos — Ralph Jarvis and Nathan Jones — Diversified Utilities Investments — sales brochure — 
Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

Christmas cards — Jarvis and Jones — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
Photo — Apple seller — The Great Recession — Britannica 

— https://www. britannica.com/place/United-States/The-Great-Depression 

Photo — Herbert Hoover — The Other Worst President — The Walrus — https://thewalrus.ca/the- 
other-worst-president/ 

Photo — Bank failure — Banking relationships: Vital to the economy — Chicago Booth Review 

— https://review.chicagobooth.edu/economics/201 7/article/banking-relationships-vital-economy 


Ralph Resigned 


Newspaper articles — newspapers.com 
Photos — Anna and Sam Stafford, Lottie and Bobby and Tom Jarvis — Jarvis Family Documents — 
Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
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e Bobby Jarvis adoption documents — Kansas State Archives — Topeka, Kansas 

e Photo- Tom Jarvis headstone — Mark Jarvis — 2015 

e Photo — Hereford cattle — Hereford Cattle Society UK 
— https://www.facebook.com/HerefordCattleSocietyUK/ 

e Image — News article about food riot in Arkansas — New York Times — January 4, 1931 

e Photo — People waving to departing train of Mexican immigrants — The U.S. Deported a Million 
of Its Own Citizens to Mexico During the Great Depression — History.com 
— https://www. history.com/news/great-depression-repatriation-drives-mexico-deportation 

e Image —Hooverville in Central Park — Time — https://time.com/5826392/coronavirus-housing- 
history/ 


Ralph Jarvis Died 


e News articles —newspapers.com 

e Cutout photo — Ralph Jarvis — Jarvis Family Documents — Mark Jarvis collection 

e Headstone — Ralph Jarvis — photo by Mark Jarvis — 2015 

e Portrait photo — Chleo Webb Jarvis — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

e Probate — Ralph Jarvis — Smoky Valley Genealogical Society — Salina, Kansas 

e Maps - Saline County and Summit Township - Standard Atlas of Saline County, Kansas - Geo. A. 
Ogle & Co. - 1920 - Kansas Memory - Kansas State Historical Society - 
https://www.kshs.org/km/items/view/224000 

e Deeds —Chleo Jarvis to C.L. Richards — 1932 — Saline County Register of Deeds — Salina, Kansas 

e Images — Farm sale bill and settlement letter — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis 

e CPI Inflation calculator — U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
— https://www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm 

e Photo — Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial — Washington D.C. — Mark Jarvis — 2012 

e Image — FDR Campaign button — 1932 — Smithsonian 
— https://www.si.edu/es/object/nmah_ 1830008 

e Image — Delivering Hope stamp — Smithsonian — National Postal Museum 
— https://postalmuseum.si.edu/delivering-hope 

e /mage —Dow graph 1932 — Remember When Stocks Recovered After The Great Depression, Only 
To Crash After A Default In Europe? — Insider — https://www. businessinsider.com/stock-market- 
bottom-fishing-great-depression-edition-2011-9 

e Cartoon — men in bread line — The Great Depression Through the Eyes of Cartoons 
— https://thegreatdepressionthroughtheeyesofcartoons.wordpress.com/2014/12/01/unemploym 
ent-and-printed-cartoons/ 


Nathan Jones Fall From Grace 
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Photo — Nathan Jones — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

News articles — newspapers.com 

Tax lien — Nathan L. Jones — Saline County Register of Deeds — Salina, Kansas 

Image — Unemployed men outside a soup kitchen opened in Chicago by Al Capone — Rare 
Historical Photos — https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/al-capones-soup-kitchen-great-depression- 
chicago-1931/ 

Photo — President and Mrs. Roosevelt and Senator Joseph T. Robinson on Inauguration Day. 
March 4, 1933 — FDR Presidential Library 

— http://www. fdrlibrary.marist.edu/daybyday/resource/january-1934-8/ 

Image —J.P. Morgan — Gold is Money — QuoteMaster 

— https://www.quotemaster.org/gold+investment 

Quotation — The Business Plot — Timelines of the Great Depression — 1933 — HyperHistory 

— https://www.hyperhistory.com/online_n2/connections_n2/great_depression.html 


Chleo and Boys 


Image — Estate Settlement — What to Do When a Family Member Dies — Estate Settlement & 
Probate Process — Money Crashers — https://www.moneycrashers.com/family-member-death- 
estate-settlement-probate/ 

News articles — newspapers.com 

Insurance policy - Mel Jarvis —Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 

Deed —ranch — Chleo Jarvis to Hugh Carlin — Saline County Register of Deeds — Salina, Kansas 
Maps — Saline County and Summit Township — Standard Atlas of Saline County, Kansas — Geo. A. 
Ogle & Co. — 1920 — Kansas Memory — Kansas State Historical Society 

— https://www.kshs.org/km/items/view/224000 

Photos — Mel and Don Jarvis with dog — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
Photos — WPA projects — Works Progress Administration 

— https://en. wikipedia.org/wiki/Works_Progress_Administration 

Photo — Dust storm approaching Stratford, Texas — April 1395 — George E. Marsh Album/NOAA 
— https://www. britannica.com/place/Dust-Bowl/images-videos 


Teenagers, and a Peek Ahead 


Photos of Jarvis family — Jarvis Family Documents — Chleo Webb Jarvis collection 
Graph — Great Depression GDP — Wikipedia 
— https://commons. wikimedia.org/wiki/File:GDP_depression.svg 
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About the Author 


I’m Mark Jarvis. My wife is Cathy Teply Jarvis. 


Cathy and | have always had a soft spot for old family photos, 
mementos, furniture pieces, etc. Our home displays lots of 
these mementos, including an ancestor photo wall. 


Since | retired in 2014, I’ve spent many hours chasing our Jarvis 
and Teply ancestors. 


We have a trove of family information and stuff. And we'd like 
to share it. 


You can also find these stories on familynibbles.com. 
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